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- 
BARROW, ALASKA - PUBLIC HEARING PROCEEDINGS 

(Tape  No. 1) 

(On  record at approximately 7 : 4 5  o'clock p.m.) 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  Welcome  to  the  public  hearings 

on the  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  the  proposed 

Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale 124 in  the  Beaufort  Sea.  I've  got  about 

ten  minutes  worth of remarks  here, so  if  you'll  bear  with  me, I 

would  appreciate  that. 

My  name is Bob  Brock.  I'm the  Regional  Supervisor  for 

the  Leasing  Environmental  Office  of  the  Alaska  OCS  Region of 

Minerals  Management  Service  in  Alaska.  Other  panel  members 

include, on my  immediate  right,  Irv  Palmer,  Deputy  Regional 

Director  from  our  regional  office  in  Anchorage;  Barry  Boudreau, 

Deputy  Regional  Supervisor  from  the  Office  of  Field  Operations 

in  Anchorage  with  MMS;  and  John  Schindler,  whom  most of you 

know,  on  my  immediate  left.  He  is  the  Chief  of  the 

Environmental  Assessment  Division,  and his group  is  the  one 

that  puts  the  Environmental  Impact  Statement  together. 

This is the  first  of  four  hearings  that  we'll  be 

conducting  this  week.  The  next  one  will  be  in  Kaktovik 

tomorrow,  Nuiqsut  the  day  after,  and  Anchorage  on  Friday.  The 

purpose of this  hearing  is  to  receive  your  comments  of  any 

interested  individuals,  representatives of local  government, 

and  organizations on the  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
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f o r  t h i s   p r o p o s e d   l e a s e   s a l e .  

Before w e  s tar t  t h e  -- receiving  your   comments ,  I ' d  

l i k e  t o  g i v e  you a l i t t l e  background  on   the   l eas ing   proposa l  

and   the  way we're s t u d y i n g  i t  and   t he   p rocess  w e  go  t h r o u g h   t o  

make t h e   d e c i s i o n s   c o n c e r n i n g   t h a t   p r o p o s e d  lease sa le .  

F e d e r a l   o i l  a n d   g a s   l e a s i n g   b e g a n   i n   t h e   B e a u f o r t  Sea w i t h   t h e  

sale - -  t h e   j u n k  sa le  w i t h   t h e   S t a t e   o f   A l a s k a ,   c a l l e d  Sa le  BF, 

i n  December  1979.  Since  then, we've h a d   t h r e e   a d d i t i o n a l  

sa les ;  October  1982, w e  h e l d   S a l e  7 1 ;  S a l e  87 i n  August  1984; 

and  Sale  97  in  March 1988. A s  a r e s u l t  of t h o s e  four sa les ,  we 

h a v e   l e a s e d   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   t h r e e   m i l l i o n  acres of  t h e   o f f s h o r e ,  

This  represents about  6 p e r c e n t  o f   t h e   p l a n n i n g  area.  And on 

t h i s  map here ,   you  can see t h e   p l a n n i n g  area; i t ' s  t h e   e n t i r e  

o f f s h o r e  area t h a t ' s   t h e r e ,   a n d   w h a t  i s  l e a s e d  are t h e  

shaded- in   b locks .   Those   b locks  are a p i e c e   o f  water t h r e e  

miles by t h r e e   m i l e s ,   f i f t y  -- about   5 ,760  acres. 

On t h o s e   e x i s t i n g  leases o n   t h o s e   t h r e e   m i l l i o n  acres, 

there   have   been  2 1  wells d r i l l e d ,   a n d   o n   e i g h t  of t h o s e  wel ls ,  

have  been  termed  producible .   However ,   no  product ion  has   taken 

place a t  t h i s  time; i n  f ac t ,  n o   p r o d u c t i o n   p l a n s  have been 

r e c e i v e d   b y   o u r   o f f i c e .  And those p r o d u c t i o n   p l a n s   h a v e  t o  be  

approved   be fo re   any   p roduc t ion   can   t ake   p l ace .  So t h e r e   a r e  

e i g h t  leases o u t  of t h o s e   p r e v i o u s   t h r e e   m i l l i o n   a c r e s   t h a t  

were l e a s e d  ou t  t h e r e   t h a t   c o n t a i n  a well tha t  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  

p r o d u c i b l e ,   b u t  there are no producing -- n o   p r o d u c t i o n   a t   t h i s  
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1 time. 

- 
2 ll To d a t e ,  34 env i ronmen ta l   s tud ie s   and  26  s o c i o -  

3 

4 

5 

6 s o c i o - e c o n c o m i c   s t u d i e s   a r o u n d   t h e   o f f s h o r e   i n   A l a s k a   t h a t  are  

7 a p p l i c a b l e   t o   t h e  OCS -- t h e   B e a u f o r t   S e a   P l a n n i n g  Area. T h i s  

Draft EIS 124 c o v e r s   a n  area o f   app rox ima te ly  22  m i l l i o n  

g acres. I t ' s  t h e  area s h o r e w a r d   o f   t h i s   d a r k   l i n e   f r o m   a b o u t   a n  

e c o n o m i c   s t u d i e s   h a v e   b e e n   d o n e   e x c l u s i v e l y   f o r  the Beaufo r t  

Sea  Planning Area by e i t h e r  MMS o r  MMS’s c o n t r a c t o r s .   I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  MMS h a s   c o n t r a c t e d  173  environmental   and 

10 area about  60 miles west of  Barrow t o   t h e   C a n a d i a n   l i n e .  I t ' s  

11 approximate ly  i t  ave rages   p robab ly  70 miles wide.  We 

1 2  

env i ronmen ta l ly  safe manner. 25 

a l l o w   t h e m   t o  be produced where it  i s  p o s s i b l e   t o   d o  so i n   a n  24 

where t h e y  are l o c a t e d ,  how much t h e y  w i l l  cos t  to   p roduce ,   and  23 

i s  t o   f i n d   o u t   p r e c i s e l y   w h a t   o u r   d o m e s t i c   e n e r g y   s u p p l i e s  a re ,  22 

sa le ,  i n   a c c o r d a n c e  with t h e   O u t e r   C o n t i n e n t a l   S h e l f   L a n d s  Act 2 1  

r e c o v e r a b l e   o i l   d e p o s i t s   i n   t h i s  area. The m a j o r   g o a l   o f  t h i s  20 

my -- MMS estimates tha t  t h e r e ' s  a 1 6 - p e r c e n t   c h a n c e   o f   f i n d i n g  1 9  

r e a s o n   t o   r e d u c e  the s i z e  o f   t h a t  area. J u s t  a second. I g o t  18 

expanded  beyond  that ;  i t  can   on ly   be   r educed ,  i f  t h e r e ' s  a 1 7  

time, l i k e  I s a y ,  i s  22 m i l l i o n  acres. I t  can   neve r   be  1 6  

The lease sale  as -- the  proposed lease sa le ,  a t  t h i s  15 

o f   t h e   o c e a n  are the S t a t e  -- u n d e r   S t a t e   j u r i s d i c t i o n .  14 

miles o f f shore   and   goes   s eaward   o f   t ha t ;   t he  f i r s t  three miles 13 

s ta r t  -- t he   f ede ra l   gove rnmen t  s ta r t s  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n   t h r e e  
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O i l  d i s c o v e r i e s   h e r e  w i l l  r e d u c e   t h e   r e l i a n c e   o n  

u n c e r t a i n   f o r e i g n   s o u r c e s  as  wel l  as r e d u c e   t h e   d o l l a r s  and 

j o b s  expor t ed  t o  o t h e r   c o u n t r i e s .   B e n e f i t s   a c c r u e   d i r e c t l y   t o  

l o c a l   i n d i v i d u a l s ,  s t a t e  and  local   governments .   This   program 

g e n e r a t e s   h u n d r e d s   o f   m i l l i o n s  of  d o l l a r s   i n   r e v e n u e s   e a c h  

year ,   and  when d i s c o v e r i e s  are m a d e ,   m o r e   m i l l i o n s  a re  

g e n e r a t e d   t h r o u g h   r o y a l t i e s   o n   p r o d u c t i o n   a n d   c o r p o r a t e   t a x e s .  

These monies are d e p o s i t e d   d i r e c t l y   i n  the Federa l   Treasury   and  

h e l p   s u p p o r t  a l l  appropr i a t ed   p rog rams  that  Congress 

a d m i n i s t e r s .  This way, a l a r g e   p o r t i o n  of  the money r e t u r n e d  

t o   i n d i v i d u a l s   i n   o n e   f o r m   o r   a n o t h e r  i s  p a s s e d   d i r e c t l y   t o  

s t a t e  and  local   governments  as Congress sees f i t .  The  Land  and 

Water Conservat ion  Fund,   which  spent  $26 m i l l i o n   r i g h t   h e r e   i n  

Alaska l a s t  y e a r   r e c e i v e d  85 p e r c e n t   o f   t h a t  money d i r e c t l y  

f r o m   o f f s h o r e   o i l   a n d   g a s   r e c e i p t s .  

T h i s   d r a f t   i m p a c t   s t a t e m e n t   f o r m a l l y   p u l l s   t o g e t h e r  

two y e a r s  of p r e p a r a t i o n .  You have  been a p a r t   o f   t h i s   p r o c e s s  

f r o m   t h e   e a r l y  s t a r t  and are  be ing   asked   once   aga in  t o  review 

t h e  EIS  and make your   comments .   Besides   enforcing  the OCS 

Lands A c t ,  t he   Na t iona l   Env i ronmen ta l   Po l i cy  Act, t h e  

Endangered  Species  A c t ,  t he  Marine Mammal P r o t e c t i o n  Act ,  the 

Clean Water A c t ,  and the  Occupa t iona l   and   Sa fe ty  A c t ,  MMS h a s  a 

h o s t   o f   r e g u l a t i o n s   a n d   o p e r a t i n g   r u l e s   t h a t  are d e s i g n e d   t o  

make o f f s h o r e   o p e r a t i o n s  safe and   c l ean .  There are  t o o  many 

s a f e g u a r d s   i n   p l a c e  t o  go th rough  them a l l  t o d a y ,   b u t  I would 
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like to highlight  some of those  for  you. 

First,  before  any  exploration  activities can  begin, 

lessees  have to prepare  exploration  plans.  These  exploration 

plans  are  distributed  for  a  very  broad  review  and  approval  by 

the  federal  government  before  they are-approved. But  that's 

not  the  final  word on  exploration  plans.  The  State's  coastal 

zone  consistency  certification  is  also-necessary.  National 

pollution  discharge  elimination  system  permits  are  required 

from  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency. 

Next,  an  actual  drilling  permit  is  required.  Once 

drilling is underway,  a  Minerals  Management  Service  instructor 

will  either  be  on  the  rig  or  nearby  at  all  times.  Then  if  a 

discovery  is made, the  planning  and  approval  process for - -  on 
production  plans  starts  all  over  again,  including  an 

environmental  analysis  and  review.  The  federal  government  has 

numerous  requirements to ensure  drilling  and  well  safety.  For 

an  example,  we  require  oil  spill  control  and  clean-up  equipment 

to  be in place  and  crews  trained  to  use  that  equipment.  We 

require  that  companies  use  experienced  and  trained  drilling 

crews  and  that  drillers  attend  certified  schools  to  keep  up to 

date on well  control  methods. We require  the  use  of  best  and 

available -- the  best  available  and  safest  technology, 
third-party  verification of drilling  platforms,  ice  monitoring 

programs  for  winter  operations,  and  detailed  site  surveys  for 

any  possible  geo-hazards. The  list  goes on and on. 
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1 To f u r t h e r   r e d u c e   p o t e n t i a l   r i s k s ,  many a d d i t i o n a l  

2 

t o   e s t a b l i s h  a t ra in ing   program  which   mus t   be   a t tended  a t  l e a s t  . 4 

an  example,  some of t h o s e   t h a t   h a v e   b e e n   a d d e d   i n   t h e   p a s t  a re  3 

mit iga t ing   measu res  may be added   th rough  the  E I S  p rocess .   Fo r  

5 1 1  once a yea r   by  a l l  o n - s i t e   w o r k e r s .  One 'of those   p roposed  

6 

7 

programs i s  t o   e d u c a t e  o i l  and   gas   workers   about   subs is tence  

su rvey  i f  i t  i s  d e t e r m i n e d   t h a t   t h o s e  are needed. 9 

h a s   b e e n   u s e d   i n  the p a s t  are r e q u i r i n g   a d d i t i o n a l   b i o l o g i c a l  8 

p r a c t i c e s   a n d   t h e i r   i m p o r t a n c e .   A n o t h e r   o n e ,   a n   e x a m p l e   t h a t  

10 The  Environmental   Impact   Statement  i s  a ve ry   impor t an t  

11 

with t h e  sale o r  n o t .  21 
which w i l l  be made sometime i n   e a r l y   1 9 9 1 ,   w h e t h e r   t o   p r o c e e d  20 

pub l i shed .  It w i l l  con t inue   up   t h rough  the f i n a l   d e c i s i o n ,  1 9  

e a r l y   1 9 8 8  when a c a l l  f o r   i n f o r m a t i o n   f o r   S a l e   1 2 4  was 18 

c o n s u l t a t i o n   p r o c e s s  for t h i s  sa le  has been  underway  s ince 1 7  

needs   w i th   t he   we l l -be ing  of t h e   l o c a l   c i t i z e n s .  The 16  

c o n s i d e r a b l e   c o n s u l t a t i o n  with the Governor ,   ba l anc ing   na t iona l  15 

somet imes   compete   wi th   each   o ther .  The l a w  r e q u i r e s  14 

d e c i s i o n s   a b o u t   n a t i o n a l   p o l i c y   g o a l s .   T h e s e   d e c i s i o n s  13 

o p e r a t e   r e q u i r e s   t h e   S e c r e t a r y  of  the I n t e r i o r   b a l a n c e  1 2  

e l e m e n t   i n  the d e c i s i o n   p r o c e s s .  The law under  which w e  

22 Now, I ' m  sure   you 've   heard   enough  f rom me. I w i l l  -- 
23 

v e r y   c a u t i o u s l y   a n d   c a r e f u l l y .  I w i l l  c a l l  o n   t o d a y ' s   s p e a k e r s  25 
p r o p o s a l   l i g h t l y   a n d   t h a t  we approach  a l l  l e a s i n g   d e c i s i o n s  24 
I wan ted   eve ryone   he re   t o   unde r s t and  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t   t a k e   t h i s  
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and -- yeah. I will  call on today's  speakers  in  the  order of 

which  they  registered,  and  if  you  haven't  registered,  Dick 

Roberts  sitting  over  here  in  the  corner  is  the -- you should 
register  with  him.  If  you  signed  in  when  you  came  in  to 

testify,  well,  that  won't  be  necessary,  but  if  you  haven't  and 

you want  to  register,  please  register  with  him. 

We  would  like  you  to -- when  you  do  testify,  we would 

like  you  to  speak -- when  you  speak,  state  your  name,  your 
address, and  your  occupation  and  the  organization  or 

agencies -- agency  which  you  represent.  We  need  this  official 
information  for  the  transcript.  We'd  like  you  to  keep  your 

comments  to  about 10 minutes.  If  you  have  prepared  testimony, 

please  give  copies  of  that  testimony to our  Court  Reporter  down 

here  in  the  yellow  shirt,  which  will  go  into  the  official 

record.  If you  have -- if you want  to  submit  additional 
information  with  your  comments,  that  is  fine too,  and  just  give 

them  to  the  Court  Reporter. 

An official  recording  will be made.  An  official 

recorder,  Richard  Carl  here  at  the  end of the  table,  will  make 

a verbatim  transcript of the  hearing.  Everything  that  is 

spoken  while  the  hearing  is  in  session  will  be  recorded. To 

assure a complete  and  accurate  record,  it  is  only -- it  is 
important  that  only  one  person  speak  at a time,  and I would 

like to ask  everybody  else  to  remain  as  quiet  as  possible. 

Copies of the  transcript  are  available  through  Executary 
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Reporting,  and  you  can  either  make  arrangements  with  Richard 

Carl  here  tonight,  or  you  can  call  his  office  in  Anchorage, 

272-4084. 

This  is  not an  adversary  proceeding. No one  will  be 

placed  under oath;  however, we hope  your  presentations  should 

be relevant  and  supported  by  pertinent  data  because  the  purpose 

of this  hearing  is  to  improve  the  quality of the  EIS.  Speakers 

will  not be questioned  unless  a  member of the  panel  wishes to 

have some  facts  clarified  or  obtain  additional  information. We 

are most  interested  in  understanding  the  views of all 

interested  parties  about  the  draft  environmental  statement. To 

help us  with  this  process,  we  have  a  translator,  Mabel 

Panigeo. Did I say  that  right? 

THE INTERPRETER:  (Indicating.) 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK:  Okay. Will be  our  translator 

and  will  translate  your  testimony. If you feel  more 

comfortable  in giving  the  testimony  in your  Native  language, 

she  will  translate  it to English  for us. 

Remember,  the  comment  period  for  this EIS  closes  May 

8th, 1990. Until  that  time, MMS will  accept  written  comments 

and statements  from  anyone  who  would  prefer  to  make  a  written 

statement  rather  than an ora l  one. Your written  statements 

should  be  addressed as follows: 

' / I  
' / I  
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1 R e g i o n a l   D i r e c t o r  

2 

3 

Mine ra l s  Management S e r v i c e  

949 East 36th  Avenue, Room 610 

4 

At ten t ion :   D ick   Rober t s  5 

Anchorage, AK 99508 

6 I n   o r d e r   t o   b e   a s s u r e d   t h a t   t h o s e  comments w i l l  a p p e a r   i n   t h e  

7 f i n a l  EIS, t h e y   h a v e   t o   b e   i n   b y  May 8 th ,   1990.  

/I Now I would l i k e  Mabel t o  t r a n s l a t e   t h a t   a n d   s u m m a r i z e  

9 tha t .  I w i l l ,  i f  -- s i n c e   t h i s  i s  a h e a r i n g ,  w e  don ' t   want  

10 

c o u r s e   o f   t h e   h e a r i n g   o r   b e f o r e  we s t a r t ,  w e  w i l l  go   o f f   t he  11 

t o  -- w e  would l i k e   t o  -- i f  you have any   ques t ions   du r ing   t he  

r e c o r d ,   t r y  t o  answer   t hose   ques t ions ,   and   t hen  go ahead   wi th  12 

13 11 t h e   h e a r i n g .  Remember, t h e   h e a r i n g  i s  f o r  -- t h e   p u r p o s e  i s  

14  

t h a t   w i t h  the ques t ion   and   answer   per iod .   But  we'l l  b e   g l a d   t o  15 

f o r  you t o  make your   t e s t imony ,  s o  w e  d o n ' t   w a n t   t o   c o n f u s e  

go o f f  the record  and  answer  any  quest ions  you  have  during -- l6 

b e f o r e   t h e   h e a r i n g   o r  a f t e r  t h e   h e a r i n g .  

18 So Mabel, i f  y o u ' d   l i k e   t o   t r a n s l a t e   t h a t ,   I ' d  

1 9  

0829 2o 

a p p r e c i a t e  it. 

(The  Hearing Off icer ' s  open ing   s t a t emen t  

22 

23 

24 2071 
25 

t r a n s l a t e d   i n t o   I n u p i a t   b y   t h e   i n t e r p r e t e r  

a t  t h i s   t i m e )  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you,  Mabel. Is t h e r e  
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anybody - -  be 

there   anybody 

f o r e  w e  s t a r t  -- you s t a r t  g i v  

t h a t  would l i k e  t o  g o   o f f   t h e  

ing   t e s t imony  , 
record   and   ask  

i s  

any 

q u e s t i o n s   b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t ?  

THE INTERPRETER: ( T r a n s l a t i n g   i n t o   I n u p i a t . )  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Yes, s i r ?  Why d o n ' t  you go 

o f f   t h e   r e c o r d   h e r e ,   a n d  we ' l l  ..... 
(Off   record)  

(On r e c o r d )  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Back  on  record.  And t h e  f i r s t  

t e s t i f i e r  i s  the  Honorable  Donald  Long, Mayor o f  Barrow. Yes. 

Okay. 

MR. SCHINDLER: You  may h a v e   t o   g e t   c l o s e r ,   D o n a l d ,  

because  I t h i n k   t h o s e  are two s e p a r a t e   s y s t e m s .  

MR. LONG: Oh, t h e y ' r e  two s e p a r a t e ?  

MR. SCHINDLER: Yeah. 

MR. LONG: Oh. 

(Pause)  

MR. LONG: I ' l l  n e e d   t h a t   t o o .  

PUBLIC  TESTIMONY  OF DONALD  LONG 

Good evening.  Welcome t o  Barrow.  You've come a t  a 

time where we're -- you know, you d o n ' t   h a v e  much of  an 

aud ience   he re .  I feel  t h a t   w i t h   e v e r y b o d y ' s   o u t   p r e p a r i n g   t o  

go whal ing -- l i k e  I shou ld   have   been   r i gh t  now. 

My name i s  Don Long, Mayor o f   t h e   C i t y   o f  Barrow, and 

a l s o  a Whaling  Captain.  I have -- would l i k e   t o  welcome you 
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all  to  Barrow. I have  before  me a statement  that I will 

attempt  to  relay  the  feelings of  the  community  in  the  strongest 

possible  terms  that I can use. Also, I will  proceed  with 

reading  the  statement. I will  try  to  relate  my  statement in 

comparison  to  the o i l  industry  intruding or attempting  to  drill 

on  our  agricultural  land.  For  you  to  understand  my  objection, 

you  must  understand  our  communal  relationship  with  our  ocean. 

The  very  basis of our  existence  and  living  here  in 

Barrow  is  dependent  upon  the  bounty of our  ocean.  Since  we 

cannot  grow  plants,  the  sea  becomes  the  provider  for  our -- 
some of  our  nutrients.  Since  we  cannot  grow  cotton or  raise 

sheep,  the  skins of those  animals  provide some of our 

clothing.  Since we cannot  go - -  all  go to  McDonald's  for a Big 
Mac,  we go to our cellars  to  pull  out  our  food.  Since  we  do 

not  have  any  type of industry,  the  government  came  in  to 

support  our  existence  with  hospitals  and  schools,  airport, 

whatever. 

You have  scheduled  this  hearing  at  possibly  the  most 

important  days of the year, the  preparation f o r  whaling. If 

you would  walk or ride  through  our  community,  you  will  observe 

approximately 40 whaling  crews  preparing  to go  after 15 

allocated  whales  this  year.  Some of us  work  most of the  year 

to save  money  to  participate  in  this  activity.  This  type of 

work is more  strenuous,  both  physically  and  mentally,  that  most 

other  demanding  jobs. 
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Why  should I bring  this up? We  sacrifice  our 

vacation,  and  some  of u s  our  jobs, to  prepare  ourselves f o r  

this  activity. We know  this  time of the  year is  the  only  time 

to  hunt  these  whales,  during  their  northern  migration.  Any 

disruption,  whether  it  be  oil  spill  or  noise,  would  only 

disturb  the  normal  migration,  and  a  frigid  or  a  tense  whale is 

next  to  impossible  to  hunt.  These  whales  will  migrate  through 

Point  Barrow;  it's  their  instinct  to  migrate. Oil  or no oil, 

they  will  migrate  through  Barrow. 

Now, are  you  willing  to  tell  the  Native  hunters  that 

they  have  to  sacrifice 12 years of  limited  hunting  by - -  that 
had been  limited  by IWC, to  have  the  oil  companies  stop  the 

hunt  completely  in  the  event of an  oil  spill  that  can  possibly 

exterminate  the  whales  and  some of these  are  our  peers?  We 

know that  the  nation  depends on o i l  and  oil-related  resources. 

We also know  that  the  detrimental  effect of oil  spill of Exxon 

Valdez  had on the  fishing  industry  and  the  wildlife of that 

area. 

What I'm saying  is  that  our  hunting  activities  are  not 

industry  related  or  commercial  activities as they are  in  the 

Prince  William  Sound.  But  instead,  they are  subsistence 

activities  that  we  depend  on  for  our  survival  here  in  Barrow. 

There's no monetary  value;  you  cannot  replace  the  whales  with 

the  money  or  a  job. My main  concern  is  demonstrated  by  the 

professional,  semi-professional, or general  laborers  that  come 
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and  go from t h i s  community. Out  o f  3,500 p e o p l e   t h a t  reside 

h e r e   i n   B a r r o w ,   t h e r e  may be   on ly  a d o z e n   o r  so t r a n s i e n t s   t h a t  

have   l i ved  i n  Barrow  over 20 y e a r s .  

My p o i n t  i s  t h a t  most of t h e   p e o p l e  who l i v e  and d i e  

i n  Barrow were and are h e r e   b e c a u s e   o f   t h e   b o u n t y  of  t h e  sea. 

Any a t t e m p t  of  o f f s h o r e   d r i l l i n g   a g a i n s t  the o b j e c t i o n  of t h e  

p e o p l e   w i t h o u t   p r o v e n   o i l  s p i l l  c o n t i n g e n c y   p l a n s   c o u l d   b e  

c o n s t r u e d  as a f i r s t   s t e p  of g e n o c i d e   a g a i n s t   t h e   I n u p i a t  

p e o p l e  of  t h e   N o r t h .  The o n l y   b a s i c  -- the o n l y   a n d   b a s i c  

r e a s o n  why w e  l i v e  here i s  because  of t he   ocean .  Remember, 

t hese   wha le s   and   o the r   an ima l s  w i l l  m i g r a t e ;  i t ' s  t h e i r  

i n s t i n c t ,   a n d   P o i n t   B a r r o w  i s  t h e i r   o n l y   r o u t e .  

I want t o   t h a n k  you  very much. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you. Any q u e s t i o n s ?  

MR. LONG: Any q u e s t i o n s ?  

H E A R I N G  OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you. 

MR. LONG: Thank  you. 

( I n a u d i b l e  comment) 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Arnold  Brower. 

(Whispered  conversat ion)  

PUBLIC  TESTIMONY  OF  ARNOLD BROWER, J R .  

Welcome t o  Barrow. My name i s  Arnold  Brower, Jr .  

J u s t   r e a d  my s t a t e m e n t   f i r s t ,   a n d   t h e n  I want t o   q u o t e  some of  

your l i t e r a t u r e .  And I should  welcome the   r emarks   and   t he  

l i t e r a t u r e   i n   t h e  -- f r o m   t h i s   t e x t  from the "MMS I n  

EXECUTARY 

626 Cordova, S u i t e  104 
Anchorage, AK 99501 - 15 - 

( 907) 272-4084 

~~ 

~- ~ ~~ 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1 6  

1 7  

18 

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

-. 

Perspective." So I guess   one  of   your  p a p e r s ,  i n  i t ,  i t  s ta tes  

t h a t  what t h e y  -- what  you men did,   f rom  the  Department   of  

I n t e r i o r ,  i s  t o  make OCS r e s o u r c e s   a v a i l a b l e   e s p e c i a l l y  t o  meet 

the   needs   and   ene rgy   needs ;   p ro t ec t  human, mar ine ,   and   coas t a l  

env i ronmen t s ;   and   ensu re   t ha t  s t a t e  and   loca l   governments   have  

t h e   t i m e l y  access t o   i n f o r m a t i o n   a n d   o p p o r t u n i t i e s   t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e   i n  OCSEA'S (ph)   p lanning   and   po l icy  

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g .   T h a t - i s  -- I feel  g l a d   t h a t   t h i s  was i n  your 

l i t e r a t u r e   a n d   i n  my p o s i t i o n   p a p e r   r e g a r d i n g   t h e   o f f s h o r e  

leases i n   t h e   B e a u f o r t  Sea. 

F o r   t h e   r e c o r d ,  my name i s  Arnold  Brower, J r . ,  from 

Barrow, Alaska 99723, f o r  42 y e a r s  now. S i n c e  my ch i ldhood ,  I 

have  hunted seals, w a l r u s ,   c a r i b o u ,  whales, f i s h ,   a n d   o u r  -- 
a l l  a r c t i c  water fowls .   Dur ing   the  summar and f a l l ,  I have 

fo l lowed my f a m i l y   t o   v a r i o u s   h u n t i n g  camps t ill  s c h o o l   s t a r t s ,  

and t h i s   i n  my chi ldhood.  On many o c c a s i o n s ,  w e  ba re ly   have  

room i n   t h e   s a i l b o a t   o f  my f a t h e r ,   p e r h a p s   d u e   t o  so many o f  

us; however ,   ou r   f a the r   has   neve r  l e t  u s   b e   i n   n e e d   o f   f o o d .  

And t h e s e  times I'm c o u n t i n g   u p ,   e s p e c i a l l y  of t h i s  time, 

because t h i s  i s  the time i n   t h e  summer months when w e  a re  free 

from s c h o o l   t h a t  we are t a k e n   h u n t i n g   t o   c a t c h   o u r   n u t r i t i o n a l  

need f o r   t h e   w i n t e r .  

D u r i n g   t h i s  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  I have   l ea rned   t he  t r a i t s  

of h u n t i n g ,   o f   h u n t i n g  many v a r i o u s   s u b s i s t e n c e  species on 

which w e  have   t h r ived   on   fo r   nour i shmen t ,   no t   on ly   hun t ing  
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t h e m ,   b u t   a l s o   l e a r n   t h e  t r a i t s  of  an ima l s  i n  t h e i r   b e h a v i o r a l  

p a t t e r n s .   T h i s  i s  q u a l i f i e d  by the   abundance   ca t ches  of u s  

t h a t   b r i n g  game home s u c c e s s f u l l y  a f t e r  a good s u b s i s t e n c e  

hun t .  One o f   t h e s e  are  t h e  t r a i t s  of f i s h e s   i n   t h e   r i v e r s  and 

l agoons ,  a t  t h a t  - -  a t  what p a r t i c u l a r  time t o  n e t  them o r  

ca t ch   t hem.   Th i s  i s  predominant   in   the   E lson   Lagoon,   Ikp ikpuk 

River, and  the  Teshekpuk  Lake areas a n d   t h e   c o a s t l i n e .  

I n   t h e   f a l l ,  bowhead w h a l e s   b e g i n   t h e i r   m i g r a t i o n  

wes tward   towards   the   Chukchi   and   cont inue   fur ther   towards   the  

Bering  Sea.   These  whales are s e n s i t i v e   t o   l o u d   n o i s e s ,  

However, i n   t h i s   p a p e r ,  I p a r t i c u l a r l y   w a n t   t o   f o c u s   o n   t h e  

bowhead whales.   These a re  p r o t e c t e d   s p e c i e s   u n d e r   t h e   M a r i n e  

Mammal P r o t e c t i o n  Act. A l though   t he re  are p r o v i s i o n a l   l a n g u a g e  

of i n c i d e n t a l   t a k i n g ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y   t o  receive t h e  

concurrence  of t h e  Eskimo w h a l e r s   t o   d o   t h i s .  The f e d e r a l  

government  has t o   t r u s t   r e s p o n s i b i l i t y   t o   t h e   I n u p i a t   p e o p l e   t o  

see t h a t   t h e i r   n e e d s  are met. 

Con t inued   ope ra t ions  of o f f s h o r e   o p e r a t i o n s  by t h e   o i l  

a n d   g a s   i n d u s t r y   h a r r a s s e s   t h e   I n u p i a t   w h a l e r s   f r o m   t h e i r  

s u b s i s t e n c e   c a t c h  limits. Any a c c i d e n t s  of  o i l  s p i l l  would 

have a d e v a s t a t i n g  i m p a c t  t o   t h e  bowhead p o p u l a t i o n   i f  

encountered  by a l a r g e   m i g r a t i n g   s c h o o l   t h a t   h a p p e n s   t o  want  t o  

pass t h r o u g h   t h e i r   n a t u r a l   m i g r a t o r y   p a t t e r n   a n d  time i t  needs 

t o  move i t se l f  from the   Beaufo r t   Sea .   S ince  w e  have not s e e n  

any form of a s s u r a n c e   o f   c l e a n u p   c a p a b i l i t y  by t h e   i n d u s t r y ,  no 
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l e a s e s   s h o u l d   b e   a c t i v a t e -  - -  no leases shou ld   be   r e so lved  -- 
wait a m i n u t e  -- a c t i v a t e d   f o r   e x p l o r a t i o n  u n t i l  t h i s   h a s   b e e n  

r e s o l v e d .  If i t  i s  n o t   r e s o l v e d ,   t h e   i n d u s t r y   a n d   t h e   f e d e a l  

government w i l l  f i n a l l y   i n i t i a t e  a p l a n   t h a t  w i l l  no t  work 

u n d e r   h a r s h   a r c t i c   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   c o n d i t i o n s   b e c a u s e  you would 

f i n a l l y ,   p e r h a p s ,   l i k e   t h e y   d i d  i n  Valdez area t h a t   i n i t i a t e s  

some k ind   o f   p rog ram  tha t   has   no t   been   t e s t ed   he re .  

I n  view of  t h a t ,   o t h e r   s u b s i s t n e c e   r e s o u r c e s  of  t h e  

I n u p i a t   p e o p l e  w i l l  a l s o   s u f f e r .   T h i s   c o u l d   c r e a t e  a severe 

h a r d s h i p   t o   t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e  economy o f   t h e   I n u p i a t  Eskimos t h a t  

l i ve  h e r e   i n   t h e  a r c t i c  on t h e   c o a s t  o f  t h e  Arctic Ocean. 

T h e r e   n e e d s   t o   b e   t r a i n i n g  of t h e   A r c t i c   r e s i d e n t s  f o r  o i l  

sp i l l   con ta inmen t   p rog rams  i n  e a c h   v i l l a g e ,   f r o m   K a k t o v i k   t o  

P o i n t  Hope. You spoke of t r a i n i n g   o i l  a n d   g a s   i n d u s t r y  

employees. I t h i n k   t h a t   s h o u l d   n o t   b e   l i m i t e d   b e c a u s e   t h e y  

h a v e   t h e i r  own l i m i t a t i o n s  of  knowledge t o   t h i s  Arctic h a r s h  -- 
t o  t h e s e  harsh env i ronmen t s   t ha t  w e  a r e  so  used   t o .   Th i s  

program  has to be long   t o   t he   communi t i e s   and   r ema in   t he re  f o r  

t h e   b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  local  r e s i d e n t s   t h a t   d e p e n d   o n   t h e  sea f o r  

l i v e l i h o o d .  

Again, I want t o  go o n   r e c o r d   t o   o p p o s e   t h e  offshore 

d r i l l i n g   w i t h o u t  a safe o i l  s p i l l  contingency  program  and a 

p r o v i s i o n a l   s c h e d u l e   o f   t h e   m i g r a t o r y   b o w h e a d s '   p a s s   e i t h e r   a t  

Point   Barrow o r  Poin t   Frankl in   on   the   Chukchi  Sea i n   t h e  f a l l  

m i g r a t i o n   e a c h   y e a r ,   a l s o  a communication  program  that w i l l  
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a c t i v a t e   t h e   o i l  s p i l l  cont ingency   program.   Wi th   dec l in ing  

revenues,   the   dependence of o u r   s u b s i s t e n c e   r e s o u r c e s ,  i t  i s  

even more c r i t i c a l  now and i n  time t o  come. T h e s e   a r e   i n   o u r  

b e s t  i n t e re s t s  as l o c a l   r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  Arct ic  c o a s t a l  

communities. 

I ' m  a r e s i d e n t  of the   Nor th   S lope   Borough,  a t r i b a l  

member of  t h e   I n u p i a t  Community o f   t h e  Arctic S lope ,  a r e g i o n a l  

t r i b a l  government   o rganized   under   the   Ind ian   Se l f -Determat ion  

Act of   1934.  I am a p e r m a n e n t   r e s i d e n t   o f   t h e   c i t y  of Barrow 

and t h e  Native v i l l a g e  of Barrow. I ' m  a l s o  a member o f  t h e  

Alaska  Eskimo  Whaling  Commission  and  the  Barrow  Whaling 

A s s o c i a t i o n .  I am a member of  the Barrow  Volunteer  Search  and 

Rescue   Organiza t ion ,  a member of  t he   P resby te r i an   Church ,  a 

v e t e r a n  o f  t h e   U n i t e d   S t a t e s  Armed Forces ,  member o f   t h e  

Veteran o f  Fore ign  Wars P o s t  9890. I ' m  a l so   an   employee  o f  t h e  

North  Slope  Borough as S p e c i a l   A s s i s t a n t   t o   t h e  Mayor. 

I ' d   l i k e   t o  make some conc lud ing   r emarks   i n   hea r ing  

and  reviewing some of y o u r   p a m p h l e t s .   I n   t h e   e v e n t   t h a t   o i l  

s p i l l s   o c c u r   a n d   c l e a n u p  i s  done   on   our   beaches ,   us ing  

d i s p e r s a n t s   o n   t h e   b e a c h   t o   c l e a n  up the -- w i l l  have a 

d e t r i m e n t a l   i m p a c t   t o   o t h e r   l i v i n g  marine r e s o u r c e s .  So t h e r e  

needs t o   b e   a n   e x p l o r a t i o n  of  -- and research t o   c l e a n  up t h e s e  

type of b e a c h e s   w i t h   n o n - t o x i c   d i s p e r s a n t s  so t h a t   t h e s e  l i t t l e  

f i s h   e g g s   t h a t  are t r y i n g   t o  grow -- I ' m  e s p e c i a l l y   g o i n g   t o  

name o n e   t h a t   h a s   b e e n   d e p l e t i n g   s i n c e   t h e   e n c r o a c h m e n t  of 

EXECUTARY 

626 Cordova, S u i t e  104 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

( 907) 272-4084 
- 1 9  - 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2 2  

23 

24 

25 

~~~ 

o f f s h o r e   a c t i v i t y ,   o n e ,   t h e  - -  n a m e l y ,   t h e   A r c t i c   c i s c o  ( p h ) ,  

which i s  s t i l l  c a u g h t ,   b a r e l y   c a u g h t ,   i n   B a r r o w   s i n c e   t h a t  - -  
s i n c e   t h e   b e g i n n i n g   o f   o i l   i n d u s t r y ,   o f f s h o r e   i n d u s t r y .  

I ' m  very   adamant   about   th i s   because  I f e e l   t h a t   t h e r e  

has   been  a l a c k   o f  care i n  making s t i p u l a t i o n s   b e c a u s e  of  

wanting t o  receive t h e   d o l l a r s  for t h e   b e n e f i t  of t h e  

depar tments  of t h e   U n i t e d   S t a t e s ,   a n d  I t h i n k   t h a t   t h e   U n i t e d  

S ta tes   mus t   v iew a l l  of i t s  envi ronmenta l   impact   s ta tements  so  

t h a t   t h e s e   d i s p e r s a n t s   d o  n o t  kill off t h e   r e s o u r c e s   t h a t  we 

depend  upon  on   our   coas t l ines  o f f  Alaska   and   the  rest of  t h e  

U n i t e d   S t a t e s .   U s i n g   t o x i c   d i s p e r s a n t s   t o   c l e a n  up our   beaches  

w i l l  f u r t h e r   e n d a n g e r  a l l  o f  t h e   o t h e r   m a r i n e   r e s o u r c e s .  

And I ' m  v e r y   g l a d   t o   b e   h e r e   a n d   t h a t   y o u   h a v e  come s o  

t h a t  I can   submi t  my concerns  and my s t a t e m e n t s   b e f o r e   y o u .  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Excuse m e .  Did  you s a y   t h a t  

t h e   A r c t i c   c i s c o  was down? I s  tha t  what -- I missed  what  you 

s a i d   a b o u t   t h e  Arctic c i s c o  catch. 

MR. BROWER: A d e c l i n e  of catch limits of Arct ic  c i s c o  

h a s  been   very   p redominant .  I t ' s  been so  e v i d e n t   t h a t  I keep 

b r ing ing  i t  up a t  t h e s e   h e a r i n g s ,   t h a t   t h e y  are  doing  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,   r e s e a r c h   r e l a t e d   t o   t h i s  west s t o c k  

i n s t a n c e ,   t h o s e   t y p e  of t h i n g s .  And t h a t ' s  why I ' m  

and,  namely, on t h a t  one c r i t i c a l  i s s u e .  

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  Okay.  Thank  you. 

any o t h e r   q u e s t i o n s .   B a r r y ?  
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MR. BOUDREAU: Yes. Arnold? 

MR. BROWER: Yes, s i r .  

MR. BOUDREAU: You made a s t a t e m e n t  earlier t h a t  I was 

uncertain  what   you were r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  and i t  had t o  do w i t h  oil 

s p i l l   c o n t i n g e n c y   p l a n n i n g  ..... 
MR. BROWER: Yes. 

MR. BOUDREAU: ..... and   p rov i s iona ry   s chedu les  of  

ac t iv i t ies  by lessees. Could  you c l a r i f y   t h a t ?  

MR. BROWER: Yes. I ' m  g l ad   you   men t ioned   t ha t .  I d i d  

want t o  expound  on t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t .   F o r   i n s t a n c e ,   i n   t h e  

m i g r a t i o n   o f   t h e  bowhead w h a l e s ,   t h a t  i f  t h e r e  i s  no limit and 

these t h i n g s  are n o t   a d h e r e d   t o   f o r   a l l o w i n g  the n a t u r a l  

mig ra t ion  of the bowhead whale,  i t  c a n   c a u s e  i t  t o  a l t e r  o r  

s t o p   b y   c e r t a i n  ac t iv i t i e s ,  i n f l u x ,   e s p e c i a l l y   i n f l u x   o f  

a c t i v i t y   o f f s h o r e .  And t h e  -- i f  t h e y  are s t o p p e d   l i k e   t h a t  

f o r  a c o u r s e  of a week f o r   i n s t a n c e ,   a n d   t h e  Arctic flows  and 

it f r e e z e s  f a s t ,  and   t hose  are some o f   t h e   t h i n g s   t h a t  I am 

concerned  about so t h a t   t h e s e   a n i m a l s ,  these endangered   spec ie s  

be a l l o w e d   t o   g o  down t o   t h e i r   w e s t w a r d   m i g r a t i o n  down s o u t h  

before t h e y  are t r a p p e d   i n   t h e  Arctic. I ' m  count -  -- 
e s p e c i a l l y  l i ke  the o n e s   t h a t  were t r a p p e d   t h e r e ,   t h e   g r a y  

whales   there .   Unfor tuna te ly ,   those  -- t h a t   i s s u e   h a s   b e e n  

demonstrated  once.  

MR. PALMER: Arnold,  I wonder i f  you 've   had   the  

occas ion  t o  a s k   t h e  lessees o f f s h o r e   w h a t   t h e y   t h i n k   a b o u t  

c o n d u c t i n g   o i l   s p i l l   p r o c e d u r e   c l e a n u p  act ivi t ies  i n   t h e  
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villages. 

MR.  BROWER: I h a v e   n o t   d i s c u s s e d   t h a t   t o o  much. I 

t h i n k   t h i s  i s  one of my f i r s t  s t a t e m e n t s   h e r e   b e c a u s e  I have 

4 

v e r y   i m p o r t a n t   b e c a u s e   p e o p l e ,   A r c t i c   r e s i d e n t s ,   f r o m   h e r e  are  8 

a p a r t  of t h e   c l e a n u p   a c t i v i t i e s   i n   t h e   e v e n t .  But t h i s  i s  7 

p e r m a n e n t   r e s i d e n t s   p e o p l e   b e   h e r e ,   t h a t   t h e y   l e a r n   a n d  become 6 

t h e r e .  But I would l i k e   t o  see tha t   the   permanent   people ,  5 

l e a r n e d   t h a t   t h e y  are  t r y i n g   t o   p u t   t h e s e   t r a i n i n g   p r o g r a m s  i n  

9 

10 

11 

1 2  

13 

14 

more  knowledgeable of the   adve r se   impac t s   and   t he   adve r se  

w e a t h e r   c o n d i t i o n s ,  sea i c e   c o n d i t i o n s ,   h e r e  more than   t hey   do  

from Texas. 

H E A R I N G   O F F I C E R  BROCK: Good p o i n t .  Thank  you. 

(Whispered comment) 

MR. BROWER: F o r   t h e   r e c o r d ,  I wanted - -  l i k e  a 

15 

17 

HEARING O F F I C E R   B R O C K :  Okay.  Yeah. Would you make 1 6  

t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e s e   h e a r i n g s ,  i f  I may. 

addres s   and  -- on how t o  do   t ha t ?   War ren ,   you ' r e   nex t ,  18 

a r rangemen t s   w i th  him b e f o r e   h e  leaves so  he g e t s  your name and 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY OF WARREN MATUMEAK 

20 Thank  you, Mr. Brock. My name i s  Warren  Matumeak. 

21 

B o r o u g h  and a lso D i r e c t o r  of Land Department. I am going  to 22 
I'm the Land  Management A d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  t he   Nor th   S lope  

23 

24 

25 

s p e a k   b y   s t a r t i n g   o u t   b y   s a y i n g ,  Welcome to my l a n d ,   o u r   l a n d .  

Welcome to our   ocean .  We h a v e   l i v e d  off t h e   o c e a n   f o r  many 

y e a r s ,  as you  probably w e l l  know, and up t o  now, w e  are v e r y ,  
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v e r y   u n c o m f o r t a b l e   w i t h   t h e  way t h i n g s  are happen ing   ou t   t he re ,  

e s p e c i a l l y   a f t e r   V a l d e z .  So t h e  comments I ' m  g o i n g   t o  make 

w i l l  b e   v e r y   c r i t i c a l   h e r e .  

The MMS, i n  my v iew,   shou ld   no t  lease anything  beyond 

t h e  l a n d - f a s t  i ce  area b e c a u s e   t h e   f l o a t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  a re  

used   ou t   t he re   poses  a l o t   o f   r i s k ,   a n d   i f   t h e r e  i s  a blow-out 

from  one of t h o s e   f l o a t i n g   s t r u c t u r e s ,  l e t ' s  s a y   i f   t h e  

b low-ou t   occu r s   i n   Oc tobe r ,  a t  f r e e z i n g  time, t h e  re l ie f  well 

would n o t   t a k e  place a t  t h a t  time because  i t  i s  f r e e z i n g .  And 

s o  any th ing   b lowing   ou t   wou ld   con t inue  a l l  t h r o u g h   t h e  w i n t e r  

u n t i l   t h e   n e x t   d r i l l i n g   s e a s o n .  Now, t h a t   p o s e s  a v e r y   g r a v e  

r i s k ,   a n d  i t  would  damage a l o t  of o u r   s u b s i s t e n c e   a n i m a l s .  

We have l e a r n e d   f r o m   t h e   V a l d e z   s p i l l   t h a t   i n d u s t r y  

c a n   s p e n d   m i l l i o n s   a n d   m i l l i o n s   a n d   m i l l i o n s   o f   d o l l a r s   t r y i n g  

t o  c l e a n   u p   o i l ;   t h e y   a l s o   t r i e d   t o   c l e a n  up t h e  animals t h a t  

were o i l e d ,   a n d  a l o t  of them, as you  know, d i e d   f r o m   t h a t  

s p i l l .  B u t   t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  of one   r ep lac ing   even   one  

dead  animal.  Now, t h e   a n i m a l s   t h a t  w e  u s e  up h e r e  are v e r y  

i m p o r t a n t   t o   u s .  We c a n n o t   s u r v i v e   w i t h o u t   t h a t   o i l .  The oil 

I ' m  t a l k i n g   a b o u t  i s  t h e  sea l  o i l ,   t h e   w h a l e   o i l ,   t h e   o o g a l u k  

(sic) o i l ,   a n d   t h e   w a l r u s   a n d   t h e   b e l u g a   o i l   t h a t  w e  u s e  on o u r  

t a b l e s .  

So I a l so  want t o  s ta te  t h a t  the MMS s h o u l d   n o t   a l l o w  

a n y   d r i l l i n g  with f l o a t i n g   s t r u c t u r e s  when t h e r e  i s  a p l a n   t o  

u s e  a con ica l - shaped   bo t tom  founded   s t ruc tu re   wh ich   can   be   u sed  
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i n  d e e p e r  waters. Global   Marine  has   that   p lan,   and  most  o f  t h e  

i n d u s t r y  knew about i t ,  a n d  I guess  you  people know about  i t .  

The  two s a f e s t   r i g s ,   d r i l l i n g   p l a t f o r m s ,   t h a t  a re  being  used up  

h e r e  are t h e  C I D S ,  what w e  c a l l  C I D S ,  and   the  SSDC. These   a re  

bo t tom  founded   s t ruc tu res ,   and   t ha t  i s  i n t o   g r a v e l   i s l a n d s   a n d  

i c e  i s l a n d s .  The blow-out   preventor  i s  on  top,   and i f   t h e r e  i s  

a blow-out a f t e r  f r e e z e - u p ,   t h e   o i l  would  be  contained  on  top 

w i t h o u t   o i l   g o i n g  away and -- w i t h   t h e   c u r r e n t   a n d   s t u f f   l i k e  

t h a t .  And i t  can  be  saved;  i t  can  be  used.  But if t h e r e ' s  a 

blow-out  out i n  t h e   i c e - i n f e s t e d  waters, t h e   i n d u s t r y   n o r  MMS, 

o r  a n y b o d y ,   h a v e   t h e   c a p a b i l i t y   o f   c l e a n i n g   s p i l l e d   o i l ,  as 

d e m o n s t r a t e d   i n   t h e   V a l d e z   s p i l l .  

And as you  know, t h e r e  are  l o t s  of s p i l l s  a l l  o v e r   t h e  

wor ld   and   th i s   happens   a lmost   da i ly ,   no t   on ly   o f fshore   bu t  

in land   and   where   the   o i l   t anks   have   been ,   underground  s torage  

tanks   have   been   cor roding ,   and   there   have   been  a l o t   o f  

p o l l u t i o n s  a l l  over   the   wor ld .  Up h e r e ,  w e  have  been  very 

lucky,  you know, and   we 'd   l i ke   t o   keep   ou r  waters c l ean   because  

i f  t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y  leave, w e  s t i l l  would l i k e   o u r   c h i l d r e n ,  

ou r   g randch i ld ren  t o  s u b s i s t   o u t  of o u r  waters and  out  of o u r  

land.  

It is -- I guess  i t  i s  time t o  t h i n k   a b o u t  ANWR, which 

is -- which  would be much safer t o  d r i l l   f o r   o i l   o v e r   t h e r e ;  

i t ' s  much s a f e r .   B u t  I would l i k e   t o  s ta te  t h a t   a n y t h i n g  

ou t s ide  of t h e   l a n d - f a s t  area b e   d e l e t e d   u n t i l  the MMS and  the 

EXECUTARY 

626 Cordova, Sui te  104 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

( 907) 272-4084 
- 24 - 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5  

16 

1 7  

18 

19  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

i n d u s t r y  come up with a d r i l l i n g   s t r u c t u r e   t h a t  c a n  s a f e l y  

d r i l l  beyond   t he   l and - fa s t  area. You a re   endange r ing   ou r  

f u t u r e .  You are s o r t  o f  p l a y i n g   a r o u n d   w i t h   o u r   l i f e .  T h i s  

water i s  v e r y   i m p o r t a n t   t o   u s .  Our parents   have   used  i t ,  we've 

used i t ;  we're t e a c h i n g   o u r   c h i l d r e n ,   o u r   g r a n d c h i l d r e n   t o  u s e  

i t ,  b u t   t h e   i n d u s t r y  i s  posing a g r e a t   r i s k   b e c a u s e  MMS i s  

a l lowing  them t o   d r i l l ,  you  know,  from s t r u c t u r e s   t h a t  are no t  

foo l -p roof .  

And you made an   excuse ;   you ' r e   s ay ing   t ha t   you   d id  

e v e r y t h i n g   p o s s i b l e   t o  make t h e   r i s k  less by pu t t ing   peop le   on  

t h e   r i g   o r   h a v i n g  a l o t  of people  review the o i l   s p i l l  

cont ingency   p lan .  These t h i n g s   c a n n o t   s t o p  a blow-out;  a 

blow-out w i l l  come i n   a c c i d e n t a l l y   o r   t h e   e q u i p m e n t   f a i l u r e .  

These reviews w i l l  no t   do  i t .  The p e r s o n   o n   t h e   s h i p  w i l l  not 

p r e v e n t  i t .  I t ' s  t h e   a c c i d e n t   b y  a person  o r  the f a i l u r e   o f  

the equipment ,   and  with  the i ce  c o n d i t i o n s  up h e r e ,  a 

200-bar re l -a   day  -- 200,000-barrel-a-day  blow-out w i l l  -- i f  i t  

c o n t i n u e s   o v e r   t h e   w i n t e r ,  w i l l  be  a d e v a s t a t i n g  -- w i l l  have 

d e v a s t a t i n g  e f fec t  t o   o u r  food, food cha in .  

And a l so  frown a t  u s i n g   d i s p e r s a n t s   b e c a u s e  i t  o n l y  

t u r n s   t r a n s f e r  of t h a t   d i s p e r s a n t   i n t o  the water, which  would 

t h e n   g o   i n t o  the e c o s y s t e m   t h a t   t h e   l a r g e r   a n i m a l s  eat  and  then 

i t  could pass on t o  us .  You know, t h e s e   t h i n g s  are g o i n g   t o   b e  

done  without  having a f u l l  knowledge  of  what e f f ec t  i t  w i l l  

have  on human consumption, o r  a t  least these are -- these fears 
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a r e  rea l  t o  me. 

And I would l i k e  t o  s a y  some of t h i s   s t u f f   i n  my 

Native language  because of o u r   l i s t e n e r s   d o e s   n o t  a l l  

unders tand   Engl i sh   l anguage .  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Go ahead. 

MR. MATUMEAK: Is t h a t   o k a y ?  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Sure .  

MR. MATUMEAK: ( R e p e a t i n g   h i s   s t a t e m e n t   i n   I n u p i a t . )  

Thank  you f o r   a l l o w i n g  me t o  speak a t  t h i s  p u b l i c   h e a r i n g .  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you. Any q u e s t i o n s ?  

(No response)  

H E A R I N G  OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you.  Eugene  Brower. 

PUBLIC  TESTIMONY OF EUGENE BROWER 

Hello, John. Welcome home. I ' l l  t a l k   i n  Eskimo  and 

y o u   c a n   i n t e r p r e t  f o r  m e  i n t o   E n g l i s h .  I t ' s  been some y e a r s .  

I w i l l  f i r s t  s p e a k   i n  Eskimo,  then I w i l l  say  what I h a v e   t o  

s a y   i n   E n g l i s h .  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: That's f i n e .  

MR. EUGENE BROWER: ( S t a t e m e n t   i n   I n u p i a t . )  

Good evening,   gent lemen.  My name i s  Eugene  Brower, 

P r e s i d e n t  o f  the  Barrow  Whaling  Captains   Associat ion,   which has 

47 whal ing   cap ta ins   and   over  500 crew members h e r e   i n   t h i s  -- 
h e r e  i n  Barrow. I ' m  he re   t o   oppose   your  Lease S a l e  124. And 

th i s  area has   an  area which i s  where w e ,  t h e   r e s i d e n t s  of  

Barrow, u s e   t o   h u n t   o u r   w i l d l i f e  from, o u r   l i v e l i h o o d .  
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And I ' m  go ing   t o   be   b r ing ing  some issues ou t ,   and  

maybe ques t ions   wh ich   cou ld   be   l i ke  a ques t ion   t o   you ,   one  of  

them i s  which, Why are  you  having lease sa les  w h i l e   t h e  

i n c i d e n t a l   t a k e   p e r m i t   i s s u e ,  i t  has   no t   been   r e so lved   ye t ?  

Are they   no t  s t i l l  pending? I t  has   been  resolved  on  an 

i n c i d e n t a l   t a k e   p e r m i t   r e q u e s t  by t h e   d i s t r i c t ?   W h i l e   t h a t  i s  

pending, I t h i n k   t h e r e   s h o u l d   b e   n o  lease sales on y o u r   f e d e r a l  

l a n d s   o u t   t h e r e .  

And a l so ,   wha t   gua ran tees   do  w e  have   on   the   impacts  

f r o m   t h e   d r i l l i n g   p l a t f o r m s   o r   t h e  ships  o r   t h e   c o n t a m i n a n t s  

t h a t  are  g o i n g   t o   b e   c o m i n g   f r o m   t h e s e   d r i l l i n g  vessels o r  

t h e s e   p l a t f o r m s ,  i . e ,  t h e   d r i l l i n g   w i d t h ,   o i l ?   T h o s e  are going 

t o  happen ,   and   there ' s  -- i f  anybody   s ays   t ha t   t hey  -- i t  

doesn ' t   happen,  I d o n ' t  know who t h e y ' r e   t r y i n g   t o   p u l l   t h e  

wool  over.  But my b i g g e s t   q u e s t i o n  i s ,  What happens i f  t h e  

d r i l l i n g  mud a n d   t h e   o t h e r   c o n t a m i n a n t s   t h a t  are  -- and  where 

are t h e y   s t o r e d  i f  t h e y  are removed  from t h e s e  s i tes?  A r e  t hey  

d r i l l i n g  a h o l e  down in   the   g round  and   b lowing   them  in to   the  

ground? If so ,  i s  t h a t   a r e a  safe,  o r  are  they   s eep ing  

through?  Those  questions  have  never  been  answered,  and  nobody 

has   b rough t   t hese  up b e f o r e  you, i f  I ' m  not mistaken,   up  here .  

What abou t   t he   mu l t i -yea r  i ce?  We h a v e n ' t   s e e n   t h e  - -  
any of t h e   m u l t i - y e a r  ice up h e r e  f o r  q u i t e  a few years.   About 

t h r e e   o r   f o u r   y e a r s   a g o ,   U n i t e d   S t a t e s   s u p e r - i c e b r e a k e r ,   t h e  

P o l a r   S t a r ,   c o u l d n ' t   b r e a k  i t s  way th rough the P o i n t   o u t  
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there.  We  were  watching  it  ramming  that  ice  day i n ,  day out, 

and  it  couldn't  even  make a  headway.  What's  going  to  happen 

when  that  ice  comes  around  in  this.  sale  area  you're  proposing 

to  sell?  What  kind of guarantees  are we going to have?  That 

multi-year  ice is heavy, and  they  don't  break  easy,  much to the 

embarrassment of our  federal  government, our supertanker 

couldn't  even  penetrate  even how many  feet  into  that  ice? 

That's one of the  things  that  should  be  looked at. 

Also, what  is your  proposed  drilling  window  once you 

have your lease  sale? Is it  going  to  be  year-around or what? 

And  also,  you  talk  about  the  oil  industry  saying  that  they  have 

the know-how and  the  technology  to  clean an oil  spill.  I've 

never  seen it work up  here. Have they  found  a  way  to  do  it 

underneath  the ice, underneath  the  pressure  ridges,  where  it's 

going to go? This  ice is constantly  moving,  either  northeast 

or southwest  depending on the  current  up  here. To this  day, I 

don't think  the  industry has, or the  federal  government  has, 

the  technology  to  clean  oil  underneath  our  polar  cap up  here. 

In  closing, I, as the President of the  Whaling 

Captains,  oppose your Lease Sale 124. Thank  you. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank you. 

MR. EUGENE  BROWER: Any  questions? 

HEARING O F F I C E R  BROCK:  Any  questions? 

( N o  response) 

HEARING O F F I C E R  BROCK: Thank you. 
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(Applause) 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Tom. 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY OF TOM LOHMAN 

H i .  Once a g a i n ,  welcome t o  Barrow. My name i s  Tom 

Lohman. I work for   the   Nor th   S lope   Borough Law Department. My 

comments are g o i n g   t o   b e   b r i e f ;   t h e   p r e v i o u s   s p e a k e r s ,  Mayor 

Long,  Arnold,  Warren,  and j u s t  now Eugene  have made some 

ex t r eme ly   good   po in t s   t ha t  I hope  you  respond t o   i n   w r i t i n g  and 

v e r y   s p e c i f i c a l l y ,   a n d   t h e y ' v e  made t h o s e   p o i n t s  more 

e l o q u e n t l y ,  I t h i n k ,   t h a n  I could make them. The Borough i s  

now p r e p a r i n g   d e t a i l e d  comments  which w e   w i l l  submit   by  the 

d e a d l i n e  so t h a t  my comments w i l l  b e   f a i r l y   g e n e r a l   t h i s  

e v e n i n g   a n d   f o c u s   p r i m a r i l y   o n   t h e   o i l   s p i l l   r i s k s   t h a t   y o u ' v e  

hea rd   eve ry   speake r   t a lk   abou t .  

Very f l a t l y ,   t h e   N o r t h   S l o p e  Borough  does  not   bel ieve 

t h a t   t h e   i n d u s t r y   h a s   t h e   c a p a b i l i t y   t o   c l e a n  up o i l   i n  good 

env i ronmen ta l   cond i t ions   and ,  much less ,  i n   t h e   d i f f i c u l t  

environmental   condi t ions  which are t h e  norm  up h e r e .   I ' v e  g o t  

r i g h t  here a copy of t h e   r e p o r t   t h a t  was p repa red   by   t he  Alaska 

O i l   S p i l l  Commission focus ing   on   t he  Exxon  Valdez s p i l l .  I t  

o b v i o u s l y   d o e s   n o t   t a l k   t o o   e x t e n s i v e l y   a b o u t   s p i l l s   i n   A r c t i c  

r e g i o n s ,   b u t   I ' d   l i k e  t o  r e a d   j u s t  a couple  of t h i n g s   i n t o   t h e  

r e c o r d   t h a t  i t  does say, r e f e r r i n g   t o  Arctic r e g i o n s .  

T a l k i n g   a b o u t   r e g i o n a l   o i l  s p i l l  r i s k s  -- and t h i s  i s  

something  that   Arnold  brought  up -- you need t o  t a lk  about  oil 
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s p i l l  r i s k s  in o u r   a r e a ,   n o t   o i l  s p i l l  r i s k s   o r  o i l  s p i l l  

s c e n a r i o s ,   o r   m o d e l s ,   t h a t   h a v e   b e e n   f o r m u l a t e d   i n   o t h e r  

envi ronments .   The   repor t   says ,   and  I quote :  

"The p i c t u r e  i s  b l eak   fo r   r emote  areas. An e f f e c t i v e  

r e p o n s e   e f f o r t   f o r  a l a r g e  s p i l l  from a d r i l l   s h i p  o r  

a t a n k e r   a c c i d e n t   v e r y   f a r   f r o m   P r u d h o e  Bay o r  Barrow 

wou ld   be   ex t r eme ly   d i f f i cu l t .  If t h e   d r i l l   s h i p   o r  

t a n k e r  were s a v e d ,   t h e   o i l   s p i l l  would  probably  be 

u n c o n t a i n a b l e   b y   t h a t  time. S a c r i f i c i n g   t h e  vessel by 

burning i s  the   on ly   op t ion   o f f e red   by   mos t  who have 

e x p e r i e n c e   i n   t h e  Arct ic .  “ 

You're   looking a t  a roomful of peop le   he re  who have 

more expe r i ence  i n  t h e  Arctic than   anybody   t ha t   has   p repa red  

these   repor t s ,   and   these   people   have   found  these   conclus ions .  

In   one  more area, a n d   t h i s ’ l l   b e   t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  I’ll r e a d ,  i t  

s a y s   i n   t h e   r e p o r t ,   o n   p a g e  144: 

"Development  of Arctic o i l   d i s c o v e r i e s   d e p e n d e n t  on 

maritime t r a n s p o r t a t i o n   s h o u l d  await t h e   p r e p a r a t i o n  

i o f   a p p r o v e d   s y s t e m s   o f   o i l   t r a n s p o r t a t i o n   u s i n g  

expe r i ence   ga ined   f rom  the   T rans  Alaska P i p e l i n e  

System." 

In y o u r   p r e f e r r e d   s c e n a r i o ,   a n d   i n   t h e   s c e n a r i o s  

developed i n  t h e  EIS ,  t h e r e  are amazing  lengths  of subsea 

p i p e l i n e s   d i s c u s s e d ,  several hundres of  miles of  subsea  

p i p e l i n e s   w h i c h  are supposed to b e   l a i d .  We have  very l i t t l e  

~~ 
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c o n f i d e n c e   t h a t  t h i s  can   be   done   e i the r  i n  t h e   c o n s t r u c t i o n  

phase so  as n o t   t o   d i s t u r b   t h e   s u b s i s t e n c e   a c t i v i t i e s   o r   t h e  

r e sources ,   bu t   once   t hose   t h ings  a re  i n ,  w e  d o n ' t   h a v e   t h e  

c o n f i d e n c e   t h a t   t h e y   c a n   b e   o p e r a t e d   s a f e l y .  And i f  you have a 

s p i l l  o r  a l e a k   o r  a break  i n  t h e   p i p e   d u r i n g   t h e   w i n t e r ,   a s  

Warren  said,   you are  n o t   g o i n g   t o   b e   a b l e   t o   a d d r e s s  i t  u n t i l  

t he   fo l lowing   open-wa te r   s eason .   You ' r e   go ing   t o   have   wa te r  -- 
y o u ' r e   g o i n g   t o  have o i l  u n d e r   t h e  ice ,  which i s  g o i n g   t o  

spread  a very   long  way;  you are go ing   t o   have   sp r ing t ime  

a c t i v i t i e s   w h i c h  are c r i t i c a l  t o   t h i s  community  and t h e  

communities i n   t h e   B e a u f o r t   S e a   a f f e c t e d   v e r y   s e v e r e l y .  

I hope  you w i l l  add res s  some o f   t he   conce rns   and  some 

o f '   t h e  comments  and the  recommendations made by t h i s  report  i n  

y o u r   f i n a l  EIS.  

F i n a l l y ,   j u s t   o n e  comment.  Where -- we've heard i t  

b e f o r e ,   t h a t   t h i s  i s  j u s t  a lease sale,  t h a t  a l o t   o f   t h e s e  

problems  can be addressed  l a t e r  a t  t h e   p l a n   o f   o p e r a t i o n s  

s t a g e .  It has  been my e x p e r i e n c e   i n  my b r i e f  time h e r e ,  and 

t a l k i n g   t o   p e o p l e   l i k e   W a r r e n  who have been  around a l o t  

l o n g e r ,   t h a t   t h i s  i s  r e a l l y   t h e  f i rs t  s t e p  on a v e r y   s l i p p e r y  

downhill   run  toward lease p roduc t ion ,  lease t r ac t  development, 

that once you t a k e  that  f i r s t  s t e p  on t h a t   g r e a s y   d o w n h i l l  

path, i t 's a l o t   h a r d e r  t o  s t o p .  And as Eugene j u s t   s a i d ,  Why 

are w e  s t a r t i n g  of f  on that  f i r s t   s t e p  when w e  don't know  how 

we’re going  t o  dea l   w i th   p rob lems  if they   deve lop  l a t e r  on? 
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And  that,  very  basically,  as  every  speaker has said, is the 

Borough's  basic  position. 

You've  got  safer  alternatives onshore; we understand 

that you cannot  lease  areas  which  have  not  been  opened  by 

Congress. A s  Eugene said, we  don't  think you should be leasing 

if  you  can't  deal  with  that  final  step  in a safe  manner.  And 

we  understand  that oil development  has  provided  benefits  to  the 

North Slope, and  we  hope  it  will  continue  to do s o ,  but in  the 

areas  that  are most: sensitive  to  the  livelihood,  the  welfare, 

the  continued  cultural  viability of these  people, who, a s  

Arnold said, live  and  die  here, we don't  think you should  be 

operating  out  there  in an environment  that  is  difficult at best 

and in which you cannot  assure  these  people  that you can do it 

safely. 

I l l  

And  thank you very  much. 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  Thank  you. Any questions? 

(No response) 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  Thank you, Tom. Robert? 

(Whispered  comments) 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK: Tom. 

MR. LOHMAN: Do you have a question? 

(Whispered  conversation) 

MR. AIKEN: Good to see you again,  John. 

MR. SCHINDLER:  Thank you, Bradley (sic). 
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PUBLIC TESTIMONY OF ROBERT AIKEN 

I j u s t  want t o  make a f e w  comments. I know my grandpa 

u s e d   t o  t e l l  m e  tha t   your   p roposed  lease on your  proposed 

d r i l l i n g  area was v e r y   u n s t a b l e .  My g randpa   u sed   t o  t e l l  me 

t h a t  when you -- whenever   you ' re   going  out  seal hun t ing ,   neve r  

go o u t  on t h i s   s i d e  when t h e  ice i s  go ing   w i th  the c u r r e n t ,   a n d  

neve r   go   nea r   t he   Po in t .  My g randpa   t augh t  m e  a l o t   o f   t h i n g s  

and  handed down a l o t  of t h i n g s  t o  me and t o  my uncles   and  my 

brothers .   They t e l l  u s   t h a t   w h e r e   y o u ' r e   g o i n g   t o   d r i l l  i s  a 

very   unsafe  area t o  h u n t   o r   t a k e  a b o a t   r i d e   o n   ' c a u s e  i t ' s  -- 
t h e   c u r r e n t  i s  v e r y  fas t  going  from  Beard Bay towards   t he  

Poin t .  And a t  t h e  same time, t h e  wind  would be blowing from 

the west, were b r i n g i n g  a l l  t h a t  i ce  f rom  the  east ,  and when 

they met t o g e t h e r ,  i t  -- t h a t   f o r c e   w o u l d   b e  so  hard  and so 

f a s t ,  it would  take  anything i n  i t s  pa th .  

Like  Eugene  said,  I was w a t c h i n g   t h a t   i c e b r e a k e r  

t r y i n g  t o  r e s c u e   a n o t h e r   i c e b r e a k e r ;   t h e r e  was two o f  them. 

There was o n e   b i g   o n e   t r y i n g   t o   g e t   t o   t h a t  smaller one,  and  he 

was t r y i n g  t o  make a t r a i l  r i g h t   t h r o u g h  tha t  -- you know, a 

r e a l  ice p a c k ,   t h a t   b i g  ice f l o e .  L e t  me t e l l  you  something: 

when tha t  -- when a b i g  ice f l o e  comes t o   s h o r e ,  when it  h i t s  

Beard Bay, i t  makes a c i r c l e  a l l  t h e  way up and down t h e  

coas t .  When i t  runs  aground,  it p i l e s  up f i r s t  and it keeps 

moving; it d o e s n ' t   s t o p .  I t  makes a s p i r a l   t u r n  a l l  t h e  way up 

the   coas t ,   and  i t  t a k e s   a n y t h i n g   i n  i t s  pa th .  
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I am very  opposed t o  t h i s .  My g r a n d p a ,   i f  he was 

a l ive ,  he 'd   back m e  up,   and  he'd t e l l  you  one  thing or two. 

I'm s u r e  I'm t a l k i n g   a b o u t   o u r   a n c e s t o r s '  wisdom when I say  

I 've seen   t h i s   happen .  I ' ve  seen  boats   wrecked;  I ' v e  seen  

sh ips   s topped .  And I ' ve  seen  a l o t  o f  t h ings ,   wha t   he  was 

t a lk ing   abou t ,   and  i t ' s  v e r y   t r u e .  We' are d e a l i n g   w i t h  very 

hard-packed ice  t h a t  w e  n e v e r   s e e n   f o r  how many y e a r s  now. 

I t ' s  bound t o  come i n   s o o n e r  o r  l a te r ,  and I hope i t  d o n ' t  come 

i n  when you s t a r t  d r i l l i n g   ' c a u s e  i t ' s  g o i n g   t o   t a k e   t h a t  

f l o a t i n g   t h i n g   r i g h t  up -- way up, way p a s t   t h e   P o i n t ,   a n d  i t ' s  

going t o  t a k e  i t  down, p robab ly   t ake  i t  o u t   t h e r e ,   t h e   N o r t h  

Pole.   'Cause a l o t  of people ,  when t h e y   g e t   l o s t   o u t   o n   t h e  

i ce ,  when t h a t  ice f l o e  comes th rough   he re ,  i t  d o n ' t   s t a y   h e r e ,  

it goes way o u t   p a s t  the P o i n t .  And i t ' s  been known t o  happen 

when t h e  i ce  comes t o g e t h e r  from the B e a u f o r t   S e a   t o   t h e  

Chukchi  Sea, when t h a t  -- when t h e y  come c r a s h i n g   t o g e t h e r ,   a n d  

n o t h i n g   g o i n g   t o   s t o p  them. A l l  y o u ' l l  see i s  j u s t   b i g   p i l e s  

o f - .  ice. 

I'm very  opposed t o  t h i s  lease sale, a n d   l i k e   t h e y  

say ,   you ' r e   dea l ing   w i th   ou r  l ives.  We're v e r y   s e r i o u s   a b o u t  

th is ,  and i t ' s  -- t h i s  i s  o u r   g a r d e n   o u t   t h e r e .  We l i v e  o f f  

it; w e  s t i l l  do. And o i l  r e v e n u e s ,   l i k e   t h e y ' r e   g o i n g  down, 

one of these days we  expec t  t o  j u s t   g o   b a c k   o u t   t h e r e   a n d   l i v e  

j u s t  the way we d i d  j u s t  b e f o r e   t h e y   f o u n d   o i l .  And I'm v e r y  

opposed to t h i s ;  I'm s u r e  a lot of people  are t o o ,   n o t   o n l y  
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( l a p s e d   i n t o   I n u p i a t . )  

(Cont inuing i n  I n u p i a t . )  

I want t o  thank   you   fo r   g iv ing  me t h i s  time, and I 

lope  you  think  about  what we're s a y i n g ,   n o t   j u s t   t a k e  i t  upon 

your h e a d s .   J u s t   p u t  i t  somewhere i n  y o u r   h e a r t s ,  i f  y o u ' l l  

understand.   This  i s  o u r  l i f e  you ' r e   dea l ing   w i th .  Thank  you. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you. Mr. Leavitt.  

(Whispered  comments) 

PUBLIC  TESTIMONY  OF DANIEL LEAVITT 

(Mr. Leavi t t ' s  t e s t i m o n y   p r e s e n t e d   i n   I n u p i a t ,  

t r a n s l a t e d   i n t o   E n g l i s h   b y   t h e   I n t e r p r e t e r )  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I want t o   t h a n k   y o u   f o r   t h i s  

opportunity,  and I want t o  l e t  you know t h a t   t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  

time I have   s een   t ha t   s ign   where  i t  s a y s   t h a t   o n l y   t h o s e   t h a t  

re t o   g i v e   t e s t i m o n y  are  t o   s i g n  up. 

THE INTERPRETER: My name i s  Daniel  Leavitt.  

MR.. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I have   never   been   to   school .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: But t h e   o n l y   l i v e l i h o o d  I know of i s  

how t o   h u n t   t h e   I n u p i a t  way. 

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER:  And my concern a t  the moment i s  

about the sea mammals t h a t  l ive  o u t   i n   t h e  sea and   about   the  
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20 

sea c u r r e n t s   t h a t   n o n e  of u s   c a n   h a n d l e   o r   c a n   s t o p  i f  t h e y  

occur .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t ) .  

THE INTERPRETER: Should ..... 
MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... t h e r e   b e  a b low-ou t   i n   any  of  

:he o i l   r i g s  ..... 
MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... I am very   concerned   on  how 

much -- how -- what   should  be  done  on how t o  s t o p   s h o u l d   t h e r e  

)e a - -  t o  s t o p   t h e   b l o w - o u t  i f  i t  should  happen ..... 
MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... because  I have s e e n   i n  my 

. i fe . .  . . . 
MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... t h e r e  i s  what we c a l l  t h e  

i t c h .  There was a p l a c e   n o t   t o o  f a r  f r o m   h e r e   t h a t   h a s  some 

'il i n  i t ,  and the sea beach   has  -- h a s   t u r n e d   o u t   t o   b e   p i t c h .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: There  i s  -- I n e v e r  knew of  a time 

hen  they were moving  around,  but I do  know t h a t  when a n i m a l s ,  

n y   k i n d   o f   a n i m a l ,   g e t   t h e i r   ( i n d i s c e r n i b l e )   a l w a y s   c a u g h t   i n  

mire. 

MR. 
THE 

LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

INTERPRETER:  And s h o u l d   t h e r e   b e  a blow-out i n  
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1 
w i l l  s p r e a d   o u t   i n   t h e  water b e f o r e  i t  g o e s   o u t   i n   t h e   o p e n  a i r .  2 

one of t h e   o i l   r i g s ,  i t  i s  v e r y   p o s s i b l e   t h a t  much o f  t h e   o i l  

3 

4 

5 
d i f f i c u l t   e v e n   f o r  u s  t o   speak   abou t   and   hea r   i n   ou r   communi ty .  

6 MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

7 

8 want t o   h e l p   u s   i n  some  way. 

-. 

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: What you are  working  on i s  v e r y  

THE INTERPRETER: O f  c o u r s e ,  w e  u n d e r s t a n d   t h a t   y o u  

9 

1 2  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  11 

THE INTERPRETER: P r o b a b l y   i n  money? 10 

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: We b e l i e v e   t h a t   y o u  are t r y i n g   t o  
13 

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  14 

h e l p   u s .  

15 THE INTERPRETER: But I am b e g i n n i n g   t o   u n d e r s t a n d  

1 6  

o p p o s i t i o n .  18 

a n d   t h a t  i s  what d r i v e s   y o u   t o   k e e p   o n   g o i n g   e v e n   w i t h  a l l  t h i s  1 7  
t h a t   y o u ' r e   g e t t i n g   r e a l l y  well p a i d   f o r   w h a t   y o u  are  d o i n g ,  

1 9  MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t ) .  . . . . 
20 

23 
(On r e c o r d )  22 

(Tape  Change - Tape No. 2) 21 
(Off r e c o r d )  

THE INTERPRETER:  You -- you -- you  have -- you  have 
24 no way b u t  t o   j u s t  go ahead  and do i t .  

25 MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  
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2 

THE INTERPRETER: B u t  m e ,  a s  I have   l i ved  i n  my 

I n u p i a t  way o f   l i v e l i h o o d ,   t h a t ' s   t h e   o n l y  -- t h a t ' s   t h e   o n l y  

3 
f i l l  up t h e i r  stomachs  from  what -- from  what I c a t c h .  4 

t h i n g   t h a t   d r i v e s  me on i s  t o   g e t   s o m e t h i n g   f o r  my f a m i l y   t o  

5 MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

6 

i n   t h e   o i l   s p i l l  and i t  has   been  contaminated from t h i s   o i l  9 

something  f rom  the sea, l i k e  a sea m a m m a l  t h a t   h a s   b e e n   t a k e n  8 

l e a v i n g  my f a m i l y   w i t h   n o t h i n g   t o  ea t ,  and i f  I s h o u l d   c a t c h  7 

THE INTERPRETER: And i f  I should   go   ou t   hunt ing ,  

10 

15 

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  14 

about  it. 13 

t o  ea t ,  and t h a t ' s   v e r y   b a d .  It  r e a l l y   h u r t s  m e  even to t h i n k  1 2  

wh i l e  when I l e f t  them,   there  was noth ing  i n  t h e   h o u s e   f o r  them 11 

s p i l l ,  t h i s   t h i n g   t h a t  I caught  to feed  my fami ly ,  when a l l   t h e  

MR. LEAVITT: (In I n u p i a t )  18 

THE INTERPRETER: ..... f o r  57 y e a r s .  17 

MR. LEAVITT: For 57  y e a r s .  16 

THE INTERPRETER: I am one of the   wha l ing   cap ta ins  ..... 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

THE INTERPRETER: I c a t c h  a whale eve ry  now and   then ,  

n o t  a l l  t h e  time bu t   eve ry  now and   then . . . . .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n  I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... and I ' m  a l w a y s   g r a t e f u l .   I n  

f a c t ,  I ' m  always  happy when I know f o r  a fact  t h e r e  -- t h a t  

there i s  some meat i n   t h e  i ce  ce l l a r  f o r  my fami ly .  
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THE INTERPRETER: And from  knowing t h a t ,  my body i s  

r e s t e d  when I know f o r  a f a c t   t h a t  my fami ly   has   some th ing   t o  

e a t .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: We who l i ve  i n   t h i s  community, i n  

t h i s   env i ronmen t ,  do not   have   anyth ing   go ing  f o r  u s ,   a n d   t h a t  

is o n e   o f   t h e   r e a s o n s  why l i f e  i n   t h i s  climate i s  so h a r s h .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: And t h e   o n l y   t h i n g   t h a t  w e  depend  on 

Livelihood i s  t h e  sea m a m m a l ,  which w e  ca t ch   f rom  the   ocean ,   be  

i t  -- be  i t  wa l rus ,   be  i t  ooga luk   (ph ) ,   t he   bea rded  sea l ,  be  

i t  -- be i t  seal ,  t h e  whale, w h a t e v e r ,   t h a t  sea i s  o u r   g a r d e n .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER:  And I a l s o  know how you  go  about  i n  

your everyday l i f e .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: There are  many of  y o u . . . . .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... l ive  i n  real  comfortable   homes,  

and i t ' s  n o t   a n y t h i n g   l i k e   w h a t  w e  h a v e   h e r e   i n   B a r r o w . . . . .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n  I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... b u t  w e  r e a l l y   g o t   t o   h a v e  a 

house t o  l ive  i n .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Nor can  w e  a f f o r d  t o  go t o  a h o t e l  
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- 
t o   s p e n d   t h e   n i g h t  ..... 

~ MR. LEAVITT: ( I n  I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... because  money d o e s n ' t   f o r c e  

u s  - -  d o e s n ' t   d r i v e   u s   o n   t o  l i v e  t h a t  way. 

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I t ' s  n o t   b e c a u s e  I ' m  s a y i n g   t h i s  

because  I s p i t e   y o u ,   b u t   t h a t ' s   n o t  how i t  i s .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I t ' s  t h a t   f r o m   o u r   h e a r t s ,  w e  l o v e  

you ,   bu t   t he   p rob lem i s ,  because  a l l  o u r   l i v e l i h o o d  comes  from 

t h e  sea, t h e   o c e a n ;   t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  would l i k e   t o   k e e p  i t  as  i t  

is, a n d   t h a t  i s  what d r i v e s   u s   t o   s a y  a l l  t h e s e   t h i n g s   t h a t  

'wou ld   endange r   ou r   l i ve l ihood .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Maybe i f  I had  had  any  educat ion a t  

a l l ,  my l i f e s t y l e  would  be some - -  s o m e t h i n g   d i f f e r e n t .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: It would  be f a r  d i f f e r e n t   f r o m  - -  
from  what I have now. 

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Maybe i f  -- i f  I wa lked   pas t   an  

a n i m a l   t h a t ' s   v e r y   e d i b l e  t o  eat ,  maybe I wou ldn ' t   even   bo the r  

t o  catch i t .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I would -- I would l ive  t h a t  way. 
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MR. LEAVITT: ( I n  I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Maybe I ' d   b e   g l a d   t o   b e   a b l e  t o  see,  

t o   l o o k   o n ,  a sea m a m m a l  l i k e   t h a t .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n  I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: And no t   t oo   l ong   ago ,   f rom  the  

c a r i b o u   f a m i l y ,  my -- my s o n s   h a v e   b e e n   k i l l i n g   o f f  some 

c a r i b o u   t h a t   h a s   b e e n   s i c k .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Because of  t h e s e   r a d i o s   t h a t   h a v e  

b e e n   a t t a c h e d   r i g h t   a r o u n d   t h e   n e c k   o f   t h e   c a r i b o u ,   t h a t   h a s  

bothered  them so  much t h a t   t h e y ' r e  -- t h e y   h a v e n ' t   b e e n   a b l e   t o  

ea t  l i k e   t h e y   s h o u l d ,   a n d   t h e r e f o r e ,   t h e y   d i e .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER:  And when we c o n f r o n t  the o f f i c i a l s  

a b o u t   t h e s e ,  maybe w e  have -- maybe t h e y  just l augh   beh ind   ou r  

b a c k s   a b o u t   t h e s e   c o n d i t i o n s   t h a t   t h e s e  animals are  in. 

MR. LEAVITT : ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I have a lot t o   s a y   a b o u t  how t h e  

I n u p i a t  l ive ,  b u t  I do know t h e r e  are  some -- t h e r e  are  many 

people who have  something  to   say  about   what  l i f e  i s  l i k e .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I have   no t   seen  what and how a w h i t e  

man l ives  ever s i n c e  I was 18. 

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER:  And so  I l e f t  home and  then  went   out  
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of  town j u s t  t o   f i n d   o u t  what and how t h e   w h i t e  man l i v e s .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: There was no way t h a t  I c o u l d   f i n d  a 

place t o  l ive  i n .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n  I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: There was no o n e   t o   o f f e r  m e ,  t o  

welcome me i n t o   t h e i r  home, so  I cou ld  l i ve  with  them. 

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER:  And so  t h e r e  was somebody t h e r e ;  

somebody was a v a i l a b l e  t o  t a k e  me t o  a h o t e l  a t  t h e  time. 

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: B u t   t h e n   h e   a l s o  commented  and t o l d  

m e ,  made i t  p l a i n ,   t h a t  I s h o u l d   p a y   f o r  my room a t  l eas t  

d o l l a r  a n i g h t .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER:  And i n   t h a t   h o t e l  room t h e   n e x t  

morn ing ,   t he re  was no food a v a i l a b l e   i n   t h a t  room; I had t o  go 

someplace else t o   f i n d   s o m e t h i n g   t o  eat .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER:  And t h e r e  was somebody else around 

t h a t   t o o k  me t o  a r e s t a u r a n t .  

’ MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: There was no way t h a t  I c o u l d   o r d e r ,  

even  when I g o t   t o   t h e   r e s t a u r a n t .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  
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THE INTERPRETER: Therefore ,   f rom my l i f e   a s   a n  

I n u p i a t ,  I am ve ry  much opposed t o  a l l  t h e s e  sales because I 

have   seen   wi th  my own e y e s   w h a t   t h e   o i l   s p i l l  d i d  t o   a l l   t h e  

s e a  mammals t h a t  were i n   t h e   o c e a n .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER:  And p r i o r   t o   t h i s   m e e t i n g ,  I have - -  
I h a v e   l i s t e n e d   t o   w h a t   t h e   o i l   c o m p a n i e s  - -  companies   have  to  

say . .  . . . 
MR. LEAVITT: ( I n  I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... t h a t  i t  i s  not   our   problem. 

We're n o t  -- we have  nothing t o  d o   w i t h   t h i s   o i l   t h a t   h a s  

spread  around  the water and i n   t h e  ice.  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: If I unders tood   them  cor rec t ly ,  I - -  
I understood  them t o  s a y   t h a t   t h e   c l e a n u p   j o b  i s  f o r   t h e  

federal   government .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: In  these  meet ings,   you  have  a lways 

s a i d   t h a t  a l l  p recau t ions   have   been   t aken   t o   t ake  care of  any 

blow-out ,   but  I have   no t   seen  a demonst ra t ion  on how i t  can  be 

done. 

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n  I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I may not   have   too   long   to  l ive o r  

t o   h u n t ,   b u t  I a m  o p p o s i n g   t h i s  lease sa le  because I have some 

c h i l d r e n   a n d  some grandchi ldren ,   and  I would r a t h e r   t h a t   t h e y  
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hunted  from  the sea.  But t h e   s a d  p a r t  i s  t h a t   t h e y   d o   n o t  -- 
they   do   no t  know t o o  much abou t   t he  I n u p i a t  way of  l i f e  t h a t  I 

have known and how - -  how i t  i s  as I have known i t .  

MR. LEAVITT: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER:  And I want t o   t h a n k  you t h a t  you 

have  given me t h i s   o p p o r t u n i t y ,   a n d   t h e r e  may b e   o t h e r s   t h a t  

have  something t o   s a y   a b o u t   t h e i r   l i v e l i h o o d   a n d   t h e   I n u p i a t  

way of l i f e .  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you. We'll t a k e  a s h o r t  

10-minute   break  and  then s t a r t  i n   w i t h   t h e   n e x t   s p e a k e r .  

( I n  recess f o r  a 10-minute   break)  

(On reco rd )  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: We'll s tar t  w i t h   J o a s h .  

THE INTERPRETER:  You can   hea r  him f r o m   h e r e ;   r i g h t ?  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Yes. 

THE INTERPRETER: Okay. 

PUBLIC  TESTIMONY OF JOASH TUCKLE 

My name i s  Joash   Tuckle .  I n e e d   t h e   i n t e r p r e t e r  

( i n a u d i b l e )  . 
(Whispered  comments) 

(Mr. T u c k l e ' s   t e s t i m o n y   p r e s e n t e d   i n   I n u p i a t ,  

t r a n s l a t e d   i n t o   E n g l i s h   b y   t h e   I n t e r p r e t e r )  

MR. TUCKLE: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: A s  I was l i s t e n i n g   t o   t h e   r a d i o ,  I 

dec ided   t o  come he re .  
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MR. TUCKLE: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: If I should s t a r t  off s a y i n g   t h a t  

I -- t h a t  I ' m  w i t h   t h i s  company, o r  work f o r   t h i s  company, i t  

would t a k e   a l l   n i g h t ,   b u t   r i g h t  now, I want t o   s a y   t h a t  I am 

one   of   the   whal ing   cap ta ins .  

MR. TUCKLE: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I am v e r y  much opposed t o   t h i s  -- t o  

t h i s  sale because  f rom  generat ions pas t ,  w e  have  had t h i s  

custom of pas s ing  down o u r  -- t o   o u r   y o u n g e r   g e n e r a t i o n  how 

hunt ing   should   be   done   th i s  way and t h a t ,   a n d  now t h a t   t h e y  

have l e a r n e d ,  i t  i s  -- I am h e r e   t o   s p e a k   a b o u t  i t ,  t h a t  I am 

opposed   and ,   therefore ,  would r a t h e r   t h a t   t h e r e  was no sale  a t  

all. 

MR. TUCKLE: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Our f o r e f a t h e r s   h a v e   t a u g h t   u s ;   t h e y  

do no t  know any p a r t  o f   the   whi te   man ' s  way o f  l i f e ,  b u t   t h a t  

they  have  survived  on meat, and   therefore ,   they   have   taught   us  

on  how hunt ing  should  be  done.  

MR. TUCKLE: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: And as f a r  back as I can  remember, I 

can   a lways   r emember   ou r   fo re fa the r s   t e l l i ng   s to r i e s   on  

s u r v i v a l ,   a n d   t h e r e f o r e ,   o u r   c h i l d r e n   h a v e   l e a r n e d   t o  accept 

the fac t  t h a t   h u n t i n g   t h u s   a n d  so  i s  very  important   and that  i t  

can be   fun ;   t he re   can  be some fun   involved   in   hunt ing ,   and  

t h e r e f o r e  i t  has   been   passed   on   f rom  genera t ion   to   genera t ion .  
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MR. TUCKLE: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: And t h e r e f o r e ,   o u r   c h i l d r e n ,   i f   t h e y  

have  no  other  means of   hunt ing ,   they   can   punch   ho les  -- d r i l l  

some h o l e s  i n  t h e  i ce  a n d   h u n t   f o r   f i s h ,  o r  t h e y   c a n   e i t h e r  go 

up in land   and  look f o r  some game f rom  the   l and .  And my 

ch i ld ren   have   l ea rned   t o   do  a l l  t h i s ,  and   t hey   l ove   t o  do i t ,  

and   t hey   wou ld   r a the r   t ha t   no th ing   bo the red  i t  from t h i s  time 

f o r t h .  

MR. TUCKLE: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: My c h i l d r e n  are not   the   on ly   one  

t h a t   c a n  do t h e   h u n t i n g ;   t h e r e  are  many o t h e r  families' 

c h i l d r e n s   i n v o l v e d   i n   h u n t i n g   o n   t h o s e  -- on t h e   o c e a n   i c e  and 

up in l and ,   whereve r   t he  game i s .  But I am s a y i n g   t h i s ,  j u s t  t o  

show  you an  example  on how l i v e l i h o o d  i s  done i n  t h i s  p a r t  of 

t h e   c o u n t r y ,  I have some more -- m o r e   i m p o r t a n t   t h i n g s   t o   s a y .  

MR. TUCKLE: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I have s e e n ,   d u r i n g   t h i s   V a l d e z   o i l  

s p i l l ,  I have  watched  on t . v .  how a l l  the   fowl   and   t he  seals ,  

how t h e y  were -- how the people  were t r y i n g  t o  c l e a n  them  up, 

b u t   t h i s  oil j u s t   w o u l d n ' t  come o f f ,  and I have  seen  what  an 

o i l  spill can  do.  

MR. TUCKLE: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I have   no t iced  on d i f f e r e n t  game, 

l i k e  on fowl for i n s t a n c e ,  they have a long  neck  and  they 

b r e a t h e   n o t   i n   t h e  water but way above   the  water. Also t h e  
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seals,  they  come up for  air,  and  they  can  breathe  the  clean 

air.  But  for a  whale,  if  it  comes  up  right away, it  can  come 

up  for air, but  right  away,  all  this  contaminated  water  can  get 

in  through his nostrils. 

MR. TUCKLE: (In  Inupiat) 

THE  INTERPRETER:  And  if  we  should  come  upon a  whale 

that's  barely  living  from  all  these  contaminated  waters,  we'd 

tell  everyone  about it, and  maybe  we'd  all join together  and 

cry  because we  feel -- we  feel s o  sorry  about  this  whale  that 

has  been -- that's  barely  living  now.  When an  animal  gets that 
sick,  there's  no  way  we  can  eat it, and  therefore,  we  can  all 

join together  and cry, feeling  sorry  for  this  whale. 

MR. TUCKLE:  (In  Inupiat) 

THE INTERPRETER:  And  we  people  who  live  along  this 

coastline,  no  matter  how  far  apart  we are, when  any  one of the 

villages  catches  a  whale,  we  who  live  in  other  villages  would 

rejoice  with  them;  we'd  holler  with  them;  we'd  clap  our  hands 

with  them  because  that's how  much,  how  precious,  all  these  sea 

mammals  are  to  us. It doesn't  make  any  difference  where  the 

whale is catch -- caught  because  we  love  them;  we  love  to  eat 
them.  We're  always  happy. We  always  rejoice  when  people  from 

other  villages  catch  one  whale.  Like for  instance,  not  too 

long ago, Campbell  got a  whale,  and  we -- when 
heard  about  it,  we  clapped  our  hands,  and  then 

whistles,  whatever,  because  we  were so happy. 
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Even when p e o p l e   f r o m   o t h e r   v i l l a g e s   c a t c h e s  a whale, 

t h a t ' s  how w e  are;  t h a t ' s  how we people  l i v e .  We're so  g l a d  

when someone e lses  ( s i c )   c a t c h e s  a whale  even i f  t h e y   l i v e  

i n  -- way f a r   i n   o t h e r   v i l l a g e s .  I t  - -  it  makes no 

d i f f e r e n c e .   T h a t ' s  how l i f e  i s  up h e r e   i n   t h e   N o r t h   C o u n t r y .  

And t h e r e f o r e ,  we would   no t   l ike  of any  kind o f   o i l  s p i l l ,  any 

k i n d   o f   s p i l l ,  t o  contaminate   our  waters where  around  these sea 

mammals surv ive ,   where   they  l i ve ,  where  they  migrate ,   because 

they  are o u r   o n l y   l i v e l i h o o d .  

MR. TUCKLE: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: We l o v e   t o  ea t  a l l  t h e  meat t h a t  i s  

i n   t h e   o c e a n ,   a n y   k i n d  of m a m m a l .  

MR. TUCKLE: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Because -- e s p e c i a l l y  on a whale,  

when it is  caught ,  i t ' s  b i g ,  i t ' s  huge ,   and   therefore ,  i t  

can -- i t  can  -- i t  c a n   b e   s p r e a d ,   g i v e n   o u t   e v e n   t o   p e o p l e   i n  

o t h e r   v i l l a g e s .  Even  you  understand  and know  how i t s  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  varies f r o m   h e r e   t o  there; no matter how f a r  a p a r t  

we are,  we a l w a y s   s h a r e   i n   t h a t .  

MR. TUCKLE: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Maybe i f  I c o u l d   u n d e r s t a n d   l i k e  

each one of you  and -- and if I d i d n ' t   n e e d  t o  have a 

t r a n s l a t o r ,  there would  be  more  words for m e  t o  say .   Bu t   s ince  

I have t o   u s e  a t r a n s l a t o r   t o   t a l k   t o   y o u ,  o r  t o   u n d e r s t a n d  

what you are say ing ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t   a b o u t  a l l  I have t o  say .  
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MR.  TUCKLE:  (In  Inupiat) 

THE INTERPRETER:  But  there's  one last thing  I  want  to 

tell you; there's  one  last  thing I want  to  say.  If  you're 

going  to  do  any  drilling,  keep  our  waters  clean. If ever  you 

find  it  anywhere  where  you can  drill,  make  sure  that a l l  the 

water is clean  where  all  these  animals  migrate.  Thank  you. 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  Thank  you.  Marie. 

PUBLIC  TESTIMONY  OF MARIE ADAMS 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  testify.  My  name  is 

Marie  Adams. I work  for  the  North  Slope  Borough  Public 

Information  Office  as  Manager  currently,  but  for  many years,  I 

worked  with  the  whaling  captains  on  the  whaling  issue,  and  it's 

very  important  to me, and  the  reason  why I became  involved  in 

the  first place,  because  our  family's  been  involved  with 

whaling  for  generations. 

But  I  just  want  to -- I  don't  want  to  take  a  long  time 
because I know  there  are  elder  whaling  captains  who  would  like 

to  testify also, but I'd like  to just  make  a  few  points.  What 

Eugene  Brower  said is very  important  considering  the -- there's 
ongoing  discussions of incidental take; that  issue  has  not  been 

resolved. 

And also,  one of the  things  that I'd like  to  bring  out 

which  might  not  have  been  brought  out  is  the  major  oil  spill  in 

Valdez  was  caused  by  human  error.  And  considering  your  plans 

to drill  in  an  environment  that  you're  still -- it's  still  sort 
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of like  an  experimental  stage,  you're  learning as  you're  going 

along.  And  considering  that  our  environment  and  the -- you 
know, the  fragile  ecosystem, I think  it's  going  to  have a 

devastating  impact,  and  it's  not  going  to  be  a  major  oil  spill 

that  could  devastate  some  sea  mammals  here  because,  like  the 

bowhead  travels  through  narrow  open  lead  systems. I don't 

think  it  would  take  very  much  to  do  the  kind of damage  that 

the -- what  the -- the  kind  of  damage  that  we  saw  down  in 
Valdez. 

I'm very  concerned  that you are  planning -- especially 
in  the  Chukchi Sea  area  where  the  ice  dynamics  are  more 

extreme,  and you don't  have  the  experience  there;  no  one  has 

that  experience.  I'm  very  concerned  that  considering  the 

amount of activity  we've  seen  in  the  past  and  the  chances  are 

we'll  probably  see  an  oil  spill  if  that -- if  they  start 
drilling  and  going  into  any  activity  on  the  Chukchi Sea area. 

So with  that, I just  would  like to say I strongly 

oppose  the  sale -- the  Beaufort  Sea  Sale 124 and  support  the 

statements  that  Eugene  Brower,  President of the Barrow Whaling 

Captains  Association  has  said.  Thank  you. 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  Thank  you.  Walter  Akpik? 

Akpik. 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY OF WALTER  AKPIK,  SR. 

Good evening.  My  name  Walter  Akpik. I'm happy you 

have  a  translator  here.  Yeah. 
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(Mr. Akpik ' s   t es t imony  presented  i n  I n u p i a t ,  

t r a n s l a t e d   i n t o   E n g l i s h   b y  the I n t e r p r e t e r )  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

( I n t e r p r e t e r   c o n s u l t i n g   w i t h  Mr. Akpik) 

THE INTERPRETER: I a m  happy t o  b e   i n  t h i s  meet ing,  

e s p e c i a l l y   t o  see John   Sch ind le r   back   i n   Ba r row,  who had  been 

working  up here f o r   s u c h  a long  time. And I ' m  a l so  happy t o  

hear, t o  say, t h a t  when you  people come up f o r   t h e s e   p u b l i c  

hearings,   you are known -- you make i t  known tha t  you w i l l  be  

here, and  you  don ' t  -- and you d o n ' t  have these p u b l i c   h e a r i n g s  

ju s t   by   acc iden t ,   and  I ' m  r e a l l y   g r a t e f u l   f o r   t h a t .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: A t  the moment, from a l l  t h e s e   o t h e r  

people t ha t  are i n v o l v e d   i n  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,   a t t e n d i n g   t h i s  

meeting here, I may be t h e   e l d e s t  of a l l  o f  them, as I a m  7 5  

years o l d  now. 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I have l i v e d  the I n u p i a t  way o f  l i f e  

all these y e a r s .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n  I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: As I have l i v e d  a l l  these y e a r s ,  I 

have su rv ived  on a l l  -- on a l l  t h e   a n i m a l s ,  the land   an imals .  

have  survived  on a l l  of them. 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: As far  back as I can  remember, l i f e  
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was not  s i m p l e  because ,  a t  t h e  time I was growing u p ,  the   whale  

b lubber  was so  p rec ious   because  i t  was u s e d   f o r  f u e l  t o   h e a t  up 

t h e  homes,  and  from t h a t   e x p e r i e n c e ,  I know how p rec ious   even  a 

small piece o f   b l u b b e r   c a n   b e   t o   a n   I n u p i a t .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: A t  t h e  time I was growing  up,   there  

were times when w e  had t o  save e v e r y  p i e c e  o f   b l u b b e r ,   b e  i t  

f rom  the  sea l ,  t h e   w h a l e ,   t h e   o o g a l u k   ( p h ) ,   a n y t h i n g   t h a t  

burns .  We had f u e l  w e  had t o   u s e   t o   h e a t  up our  homes,  and 

t h a t  was how l i f e  was as I was growing  up. 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: As w e  l i v e d   i n   B a r r o w ,   r i g h t   a r o u n d  

Barrow,   not   in   Barrow i t s e l f  bu t   r i gh t   a round   Ba r row,   t he re  

came a time t h a t  some people  came up  and b u i l t  up what w e  now 

c a l l  t h e  Nar (ph) .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: And with i t ,  a t  the time of t h e  

bui ld ing  of  Nar (ph)  and the ma in ta in ing  of i t ,  development - -  
as development came in to   Ba r row,  jobs were o f f e r e d   t o   t h e  

r e s i d e n t s   t h a t   l i v e d   h e r e .  And with i t ,  as t h e y  -- as t h e  

I n u p i a t   p e o p l e   s t a r t e d   e a r n i n g  money, t h e y   b e  -- t h e y  became 0 -  

most of them  became  audacious  because  they now h a v e   t h i s  money 

in t h e i r   p o c k e t s   t o   s p e n d .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: S h o r t l y   t h e r e a f t e r ,  a f t e r  I worked a 
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l i t t l e  w h i l e   o u t   a t  Nar, I was involved i n  t h i s   e x p e d i t i o n   t h a t  

we're g o i n g   o u t   t o  look and t o  experiment  where a l l  t h e   o i l   o r  

t h e   g a s  was. 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: A t  t h e  time, wh i l e  I was working on 

t h i s   e x p e d i -  -- w i t h   t h i s   e x p e d i t i o n ,  w e  w e n t   o u t   t o   t h e  

Prudhoe area and w e  found  out  i t  had a l o t   o f   o i l   u n d e r n e a t h  

the   g round.  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I have   learned   f rom  exper ience   tha t  

i t  i s  a t h r i l l i n g   e x p e r i e n c e  when you f i n d   o u t   t h e r e ' s  a l o t  o f  

o i l   u n d e r n e a t h .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n  Inupiat 

THE INTERPRETER: There was t h i s   w h i t e  man t h a t  I was 

working  with a t  t h e  time, and  without  meaning  to,  w e  p e n e t r a t e d  

t h e   o i l .  We were j u s t   l o o k i n g   f o r  i t ,  and   then ,   wi thout  

meaning t o ,  w e  p e n e t r a t e d  the o i l ,  where a l l  t h e   o i l  was, and 

then I f o u n d   o u t   t h a t   t h e r e  i s  a l o t   o f   o i l   u n d e r n e a t h   o u r  

grounds  here.  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: And s h o r t l y  thereafter,  maybe i t  was 

about   four   years  l a t e r ,  t h a t  when GSI came up  up t h i s  f a r  

north,   they  asked me i f  I c o u l d   b e   a v a i l a b l e   t o   b e   t h e i r   g u i d e .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: We who h a v e   l i v e d   t h i s   l o n g  know 
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1 t h e r e  i s  some good t o  a l l  t h i s   o i l   b e c a u s e ,   f r o m   e x p e r i e n c e ,  w e  
2 know, h a v e   f o u n d   o u t ,   t h a t   t h e r e  i s  a l o t   o f   o i l   i n v o l v e d   u n d e r  

3 

4 

our   g rounds .  

I have   hea rd  ..... 6 

5 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: A s  I was s i t t i n g   i n  on t h i s   m e e t i n g ,  

7 MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

8 THE INTERPRETER: ..... I have s e e n   i n   t h e  map r i g h t  

9 behind  you how t h e   B e a u f o r t   S e a  ..... 
10 MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

11 
THE INTERPRETER: ..... where a l l  t h i s  d r i l l i n g  i s  

1 2  

14 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  13 

supposed ly  t o  t a k e   p l a c e  ..... 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  18 

m a m m a l s . .  . . . 17 

THE INTERPRETER: Because   our  sea i s  f u l l  o f  sea 1 6  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  15 

THE INTERPRETER: ..... o u t   i n   o u r   o c e a n .  

1 9  THE INTERPRETER: ..... I ,  as o n e   p e r s o n ,   c a n n o t   g i v e  

20 

22 

l i v i n g   i n  i t ,  i n c l u d i n g  the whale t h a t  was mentioned so  o f t e n  21 

i t  away because  w e  know t h a t  the sea h a s  a l l  t h e s e   a n i m a l s  

o n e   o f  my s o n s   h a d   g o t t e n  a j o b   i n   o n e  of the s h i p s  t h a t  were 25 

THE INTERPRETER: During the summer, t h i s   p a s t  summer, 24 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  23 

a t  t h i s   m e e t i n g  t h i s  n i g h t .  
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d r i l l i n g   f o r   o i l  i n  the   ocean .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: A s  t h e  water became  rough,  he was 

c o n c e r n e d   t h a t   s o m e t h i n g   w o u l d   h a p p e n   t o   t h e   o i l   r i g   b e c a u s e  

e v e r y o n e   o n   t h a t   s h i p   g o t  so seas i ck   f rom a l l  t h e s e  waves, t h e  

b i g   w a v e s ,   t h e   b i g  swells, t h a t  -- t ha t   wen t   on   t he   ocean ,  

t h e r e  was no t race of i c e   a n y w h e r e ;   t h e r e f o r e ,  a l l  t h e s e  waves 

made them a l l  s o  s e a s i c k .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: And i f  you  plan t o  d r i l l   i n   o u r  

ocean . . . . .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: . . . . . y o u   h a v e   s e e n  how the ice ,  as 

you   have   s een ,   t he re  i s  l o t s   o f  ice here i n   o u r   p a r t  o f  t h e  

coun t ry .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: If y o u   p l a n   t o   d r i l l   i n   o u r  waters, 

be  i t  i n   t h e   w i n t e r ,   b e  i t  i n   t h e  summer, whe the r   you ' r e   u s ing  

a b i g   s h i p ,  w e  d o n ' t  know what w i l l  become of i t .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I can t e l l  you from e x p e r i e n c e ,   t h i s  

happened  way, way back. A ship  named. . . . .  

(Whispe red   consu l t a t ion )  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... Bad Camel, a s h i p  named by 
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t h a t ,  was l i f t e d  up  on   t op   t he  ice  as i t  was down t h e r e  i n  the  

water. . . . .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... and   peop le   f rom  the   v i l l ages ,  

as they  saw i t  happen,  they  went down t o  see a b o u t   t h i s   s h i p  

t h a t  was on   t op   t he  ice ,  how i t  g o t   t h e r e   a n d  a l l  t h a t .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: So i f  you p l a n   t o   d r i l l   f r o m  a 

s h i p . .  . . . 
MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... w e  d o n ' t  know what   the i c e  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Because when t h e   c u r r e n t s   a n d   t h e  

i c e ,   t h e r e ' s  no f o r c e  t o  hold  i t  once it s ta r t s  moving,  and no 

matter how b i g  a s h i p   t h e r e  i s  t h a t  i s  used t o  d r i l l   i n   o u r  

waters, w e  are  very  concerned of what w i l l  happen t o  i t  should 

the  ice  cond i t ions   and  the c u r r e n t   s t a r t   c a r r y i n g   t h a t  i ce  

where i t  -- where i t  w i l l .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I have  learned  from  experience  what 

the ice c o n d i t i o n s ,   o n c e  -- once  they s t a r t  p i l i n g  up on -- 
what they   can   do ,  I have   s een ,   t he re  i s  noth ing  t o  s t o p  i t  once 

:hose ice  c o n d i t i o n s  start  p i l i n g  up one   on   t op   t he   o the r  
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because I have  seen i t  w i t h  my own eyes what i t  can do .  

2 

3 '  

4 

6 

5 

pressure r i d g e s  ..... 

looks,   no matter how s o l i d   t h e  i ce  may seem. 7 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: And t h e r e f o r e ,  we have a l l  t h e s e  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t ) .  . . . . 
THE INTERPRETER: ..... no  mat te r  how s o l i d   t h e  i c e  

8 

9 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: And so  f rom  exper ience ,  I have 

10 

12 

t h e   l a n d  -- land-locked ice,  bu t   t hey   do  come up on -- on t o p  11 

watched how t h e s e   p r e s s u r e   r i d g e s   p i l e   u p .  They d o n ' t   s t o p   o n  

t o  know and t o  hear what I have  learned from exper ience .  18 

impor tan t  job, it has   no   background   l i ke   t ha t ,   bu t  I wanted  you 17 

backup tha t  I a m   h o l d i n g  th i s  important   job.   Because of my 16 

p r e s e n t   t h i s   t o   y o u .  It does   no t  mean it  does  not   have  any 15 

THE INTERPRETER: I have come t o   t h i s   m e e t i n g  t o  14 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  13 

t h e   g r o u n d   a n d   t h e n   t h e y   c o n t i n u e   t o   p i l e   u p .  

_- . 

1 9  

20 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: So you have a l ready   heard   what   has  

21 

b e f o r e  I d i d .  2 2  

b e e n   s a i d   b y   t h e  -- b y   t h e   s p e a k e r s   t h a t  were -- t ha t  spoke 

from e x p e r i e n c e ,   t h e r e ' s   n o   t e l l i n g .  No matter how b i g  a s h i p  25 

THE INTERPRETER: So as I have  watched t h i s ,  s e e n  i t  24 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  23 
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t h e r e  i s  t h a t ' s  - -  t h a t   h a s  -- t h a t   h a s   t h i s   b r e a k   d r i l l i n g  f o r  

o i l  down t h e r e ,   t h e r e ' s  no t e l l i n g  what w i l l  happen t o  i t  once 

y o u ' v e   s t r u c k   o i l   a n d   w h a t  w i l l  happen t o  i t  s h o u l d   t h e s e  i c e  

c o n d i t i o n s   p i l e  up  on i t .  

I .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: R i g h t  now I want t o   t h a n k   y o u ,   y o u  

~ I w i t h  the o i l   c o m p a n i e s ,   y o u  who work w i t h   t h e   o i l   c o m p a n i e s . . . . .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... because  I l o v e   t o   s p e a k   t o  a l l  

of you   people  ..... 
MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... because  I have worked with you 

b e f o r e   i n   t h i s   p a r t  of t h e   c o u n t r y  ..... 
MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... because  i t  i s  y o u r   j o b   t o   l o o k  

f o r  a l l  of t h e s e   o i l   a n d   f o r   t h e   g a s .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Because   even   here   in   Bar row,   no  

e q u i p m e n t   c a n   r u n   w i t h o u t   a n y   o i l   i n  it. 

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER:  And e v e n   i n   o u r  homes h e r e   i n  

Barrow, t h e y  are hea ted   by   the   gas   which   you  have worked  and 

s t a r t e d  here i n  the Nor th   S lope .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Even the I n u p i a t   p e o p l e   h e r e   i n  
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Barrow, when t h e y ' r e   g o i n g   o u t   o n  a t r i p  w i t h  a snow machine, 

t h e y   l o a d   u p   t h e i r   s l e d s   w i t h   g a s .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Even when t h e y ' r e   t r a v e l i n g   b y   b o a t ,  

t h e y   h a v e   t o   f i l l   u p   t h e i r   b o a t s   w i t h   g a s .  

MR. AKPIK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Because  your job here i n   t h e   N o r t h  

S lope  i s  v e r y   i m p o r t a n t   t o  m e ,  and I want t o   t h a n k   y o u  a l l  f o r  

coming  up  here. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you.  Arthur.  

PUBLIC TESTIMONY OF ARTHUR NEAKOK 

(Mr .   Neakok ' s   t e s t imony   p re sen ted   i n   Inup ia t ,  

t r a n s l a t e d   i n t o   E n g l i s h  by t h e   I n t e r p r e t e r )  

MR. NEAKOK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER:  You -- a l l  of you may have known 

t h a t  I have  worked with J o h n   S c h i n d l e r   f o r  15 y e a r s .  

MR. NEAKOK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I have   no th ing  -- I had -- I d o n ' t  

have   t oo  much t o   s a y   e x c e p t   f o r  the ice c o n d i t i o n s .  

MR. NEAKOK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Because w e  have l i v e d   h e r e   i n   t h e  

f a r  n o r t h   a n d  w e  have known and  seen  what  ice  c o n d i t i o n s   c a n  do. 

MR. NEAKOK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: There was a time when I was a boy, I 

have   seen  what i t  d i d ,   w h a t   t h e  ice c o n d i t i o n s   d i d  t o  t h i s  
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whale   t ha t  was caught .  

MR. NEAKOK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: I wanted  you t o  know, o r   h e r e ,  as 

the   whale  was b e i n g   p u l l e d  up by b lock   and   t ack le   on   t op   t he  

ice ,  a p res su re   r i dge   fo rmed   r igh t   away ,   and  i t  covered  up  the 

wha le   t ha t  was be ing   towed  by   b lock   and   tack le   on   top   the   i ce ,  

and w e  never saw tha t   wha le   aga in .  I j u s t  wanted  you t o  know 

what i ce  c o n d i t i o n s   c a n  be l i k e   h e r e   i n   t h i s   p a r t  of t h e  

count ry .  

MR. NEAKOK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: Not o n l y   d i d   t h e   i c e   p r e s s u r e   r i d g e  

d i d   t h a t  t o  t h e   w h a l e ,   b u t   t h e r e  was a time during  whal ing 

s e a s o n ,   t h i s  time o f   t h e   y e a r ,  when t h e  i ce  was p i l i n g  up where 

a l l  the   whale  camps were down i n   t h e  ice .  There was a man t h a t  

had h i s  foot c a u g h t   i n  a c rack ,   and   the  i ce  p i l e d  up r i g h t   o n  

top  of  them  while  they were looking  a t  him. H e  was never   seen  

of a g a i n  a t  the -- a t  t h e  time nor   s ince .  

MR. NEAKOK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: So if you p l a n  -- i f  t h e r e  are  p l a n s  

to  - -  t o   p u t  up a n   o i l   r i g  on a b o a t ,  a sh ip ,   whatever ,  I want 

you t o  know that  even i f  there i s  no s i g n  of i ce  anywhere, 

t he re   can  i t  can come up on you  without   not ice   and  without  

any -- without   any  warning.  And when tha t  happens, a l l  t h i s  

water i s  covered  by ice ,  a n d   t h e r e  i s  nowhere t h a t  a b o a t   o r  a 

ship  can travel when ice  c o n d i t i o n s  come i n   l i k e   t h a t .  
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MR. NEAKOK: ( I n  I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: S o . . . . .  

MR. NEAKOK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: ..... i f   t h i s   r i g  i s  on a s h i p ,  

whatever ,   these  i ce  c o n d i t i o n s ,  when t h e y  come i n   t h a t  f a s t ,  

c a n   t a k e  it anywhere  with i t s  c u r r e n t ,   c a n   t a k e  -- t h e  i ce  can 

t a k e   t h i s   o i l   r i g ,   t h e   s h i p ,   w h a t e v e r .  I t  c a n   t a k e  i t  w i t h  i t  

b e c a u s e   t h e r e  i s  no  s topping when t h e  i ce  c o n d i t i o n s   a n d   t h e  

c u r r e n t s  s t a r t  g o i n g   i n   o n e   d i r e c t i o n .  

MR. NEAKOK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

THE INTERPRETER: There i s  no th ing   t oo  much I have t o  

s a y ,   b u t  I wanted  you t o   h e a r   f i r s t h a n d  of what I have  seen,  

e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  i ce  c u r r e n t  -- i ce  a n d   t h e   c u r r e n t s   g o   i n  

o n e   d i r e c t i o n ,   n o t h i n g   c a n   s t o p  them. I t ' s  a force t h a t  

no th ing  -- n o t h i n g   s t a n d s   i n  i t s  way and ,   t he re fo re ,   canno t   be  

stopped. 

MR. NEAKOK: ( I n   I n u p i a t )  

, THE INTERPRETER: I want t o   t h a n k   y o u ,   a n d   t h i s  i s  

what I wanted  you t o  h e a r   a n d   t o  know. 

MR. SCHINDLER: Thank  you,  Arthur. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank you. De lbe r t .  

(Whispered  comments) 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: There he is. 

MR. REXFORD: Did  you  say  Delbert? 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Delber t   Rexford,   yes ,  s ir .  
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PUBLIC  TESTIMONY OF DELBERT  REXFORD 

Yeah.  My  name  is  Delbert  Rexford. I'm -- I don't -- 
I'm  not  an  expert  in  any -- any  capacity,  but  what I do 

understand is the  wisdom  that  our  elders  have  to  offer.  We've 

listened to many  public  hearings  such  as  this  in  an  effort to 

protect  our  lifestyle,  which  is  deeply  embedded  in  and  around 

the  bowhead  whale  and  around  the  marine  mammals  that  are  within 

the  Beaufort  and  Chukchi  Sea.  Over  the  years  since I was able 

to go out  with  my  father  and  my  relatives,  I've  grown 

accustomed  to a lifestyle  that I treasure,  that  is  precious 

both  to  myself,  to  my  parents,  and  hopefully  to  my  children a s  

they  grow  into  that  type of lifestyle. 

Two hundred  years  ago,  the -- Columbus,  quote 
I '  discovered,"  unquote,  America,  and  every  since  that  time,  our 

European  visitors  have  devastated  cultures.  For 200 years, the 

American  Native  has  been  put  under a certain  type  of  bondage 

that  only  the  white  man  can  alleviate  through  their  own  manmade 

laws  in  Congress. I have  a  lot  of  respect  for -- for  the  laws 
that  they  provide,  but  when  it  comes  to  threatening  and 

jeopardizing  our  cultural  society,  specifically,  the  Inupiat 

way of life  up here  in  the  Arctic, I become  defensive,  and 

rightly so because  the  great  law of culture  is  to  let  one be 

what  they  were  created  to  be. 

The Valdez  oil s p i l l  has  shown  the  world  that  the  oil 

industry  doesn't  have an adequate  oil  spill  contingency  plan  in 
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ice-free  waters.  Even  Exxon  was  scrambling  around  all  across 

the  nation  and  the  world  to  get -- to  get  the  equipment  that 
was  needed  to  contain  11  million  barrels  of -- 11  million 
gallons of oil.  Even  today,  Exxon  is  not  willing  to  foot  the 

bill  for  the  damage  that  they  did  to  the  environment.  That 

goes  to  show  you  the  commitment  of  the  oil  industry  that,  in 

the  name of profit,  they're  willing  to  jeopardize  the  marine 

mammals,  the  cultures  that  are  dependent  on  those  marine 

mammals.  And  when  it  comes  time  to  clean  up  oil  spills,  they 

will  argue  and  argue  and  say,  'We've  done  the  best  we  can. I 

The --the Beaufort  and  Chukchi  Seas  are  unique  in 

many -- many  areas  in  that  the  Chukchi  Sea  is  more  devastating 
than  the  Beaufort  Sea.  These are based on  comments  that  are 

made  by  elders.  Like  Walter  said,  we're  dependent  on  petroleum 

products  that  are -- that  are  extracted  from  either  land  or 
from  the -- from the -- from  the  Outer  Continental  Shelf.  That 
is  the  present  lifestyle  that  we  lead;  however,  what  is  most 

important  to  us  is  to  lead  the  lifestyle  that  we're  accustomed 

to,  and  that  means  protecting  the  environment. 

The  Inupiat  people  are  conservative  and 

environmentalists  not  by  choice  but  because of the  elements of 

the  area  that  we  live  in,  the  harshness  of  the  climate,  the 

treacherous  conditions of the  ice,  and  unpredictable  conditions 

when  we're out hunting,  and so  we  become  conservative  and 

become  more  alert.  But  the  oil  industry  is  only  interested  in 

EXECUTARY 
626 Cordova, S u i t e  104 

Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: (907) 272-4084 - 6 3  - 

. I_. 



4 
L 

extracting  the  oils  and  gas so that  their  stockholders can 

benefit  in  the  long  run.  Even  today,  the  greenhouse  effect is 

not  being  adequately  addressed.  We  have  warming,  we  have a 

global  warming  occurring  today,  and  Congress  is  trying to 

tackle  it.  We  have  spills. 

I was -- I was  not  impressed  by  the  handout  that  said 
that  one of the  things  that  is  real  impressive  is  that  the 

Outer  Continental  Shelf  has  less  than 20 barrels  reported  for 

oil  spill  on  the  Outer  Continental  Shelf.  But  the  ecosystem  up 

here  is  sensitive,  like  many  before  me  have  testified.  That is 

the -- the  concern  that  we  have, is that  to  upset  the  ecosystem 

would  be  to  upset our lifestyle.  We're  dependent  not  only  on 

the  marine  mammals  but  the  fish  that  migrate  in  and  out  of  the 

rivers. 

There  are  many  life  cycles  that  we're -- the  game 
cycles  that  we're  talking  about  here,  but  the  main  concern  is 

the  Sale 124 should  not  proceed  because,  just  like  in  the  days 

o f  Columbus, you're  devastating -- you're  still  devastating 
cultures  in  the  name  not -- in -- on  the o i l  and  gas 

interested -- industry's  part,  it's  in  the  name of profit;  in 

the  nation's  part,  in  the -- it's in  the  name of national 
interest  to  become  independent of foreign  oil. And who  is  the 

true  victim  when a oil  spill  occurs? We would  be  the  victims 

if an oil  spill  would  occur  out  there  in our -- in  our  sea  that 
we  are  dependent  on, on a year-around  basis  for -- for -- for 
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hunting off of and  subsisting from. 

In  closing, I just  want  to  say  that I ' m  not an  expert; 

just  like you, I'm - -  I'm  a  human  being.  But you - -  you have 
your  own  task  to do, and  that's  to  scope  what  the  concerns of 

the  community  is.  And I think  you'll  hear  throughout  this 

hearing  that  we  don't  want  oil  development on -- on the  Chukchi 
and  Beaufort Sea that  will  jeopardize  our  culture  and 

jeopardize  our  lifestyle.  We  have  an  identity  as  a  culture 

that  we  are  proud of, and  we  don't  feel  that  oil  industry 

should be allowed  to  jeopardize  it. Of  course,  there  are  many 

good  benefits  to  oil  and  gas  industry  development,  but  when  it 

jeopardizes  our  cultural  lifestyle,  that's  where we draw  the 

line. 

And  it's  up  to -- I was  told  that  the  highlighted 
areas  up  there  are  deferrals;  however,  they're  subject to the 

Secretary's  discretion  to - -  to  approve  or  disapprove  for 
development.  Those  shaded  areas  are  bowhead -- bowhead 
migration  routes  and  possibly  feeding  grounds. One of  the 

things  that is mentioned  in  the  handout  is  to -- is  to  protect 
the  environment. Well, the  bowhead  whale  is  in  that 

environment,  within  the  waters,  and  if  any  oil  spill  occurs or 

changes  the  route  of  the  migration of the  whale  because of the 

activity,  then  we  suffer.  We  have  to go out  further. 

Drill  ships  have  been  mentioned. I prefer 

bottom-fasted  drilling  platforms. I -- I toured one, and I -- 
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and I feel  comfortable  that a CIDS would be preferable  over a 

I drill  ship  that - -  that  has  a  drill -- a  pipe  going  all  the  way 
I down  to  the  bottom of the  ocean  floor to seek  for  oil.  Arthur 
I Neakok  has  talked  about  the  devastating  power  of  the -- of the 

I moving  ice.  There  are  too  many  questions  that  have  not  been I answered  by  industry  to  satisfy  our  concerns. 
So, in  closing, I just  want  to  say  that,  Let  us 

continue  to  live  our  cultural  lifestyle  without  interrupting 

I the  marine  mammals  that  are  out  in  the  Chukchi  and  Beaufort 
Sea. We are  different  from  you  in  that  your  culture  is  based 

on  possibly an eight-to-five job; going  down  to  Safeway, 

getting  meat  from  the -- over  the  counter,  taking  it  home;  and 

I on  Thanksgiving,  going  to  the  store  again,  buying  a  piece  of 
turkey,  and on Christmas  some  ham,  and on special  occasions, 

different  special  foods  for  your -- or your  particular 
culture.  But for  us,  the  whale  is  the  backbone of our 

I culture. It provides  an  opportunity to be  spiritually  sound, 

mentally  sound,  and  physically  alert  to  what  our  culture  is. 

And I hope  that -- that  when you  get  back to the 
Secretary,  that  the recommendation will be no  sale,  and I don't 

feel  that -- I can  only  speak  for  myself,  but  that  is  the 
general  consensus  I'm  getting. I'd like  to  protect  my -- my 

I lifestyle,  my  culture.  We've  seen  the  Amazon  destroyed;  we've 
I seen  the  American  Native  cultures  destroyed,  tribes 
devastated. I mean,  we  do  not  have  to  be  victims  in  the  name 
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II HEARING OFFICER  BROCK:  Thank you, Delbert.  Burton. 

3 11  Burton  Rexford? 
4 II PUBLIC  TESTIMONY OF BURTON  REXFORD 

5 

6 

Association. I was  born  at  the  Point,  not  in  Barrow. 8 

Commissioner,  also  on  the  Board of the  Barrow  Whaling  Captains 7 

whaling  captain;  I'm  also  involved  with AAWCS,  an  alternate 

Welcome  to  Barrow.  My  name  is  Burton  Rexford. I ' m  a 

9 The  three  active  currents  that  we  deal  with  here  in 

10 

12 

them -- from  the  west  and  east.  The  other  one  goes  directly 11 

Barrow,  one  is  mentioned, I hear  it  on  the  radio -- or two of 

in my  years  right  through  the  sandbar,  the  land  shore-fast l8 
for  its  strength  and  power. It has  taken  it  out  many  a  times 

we'll  make  a  test of the  land  shore-fast  ice,  and  we'll  test  it 

one  coming  from  the  east,  generally,  this  time of the  year, 

any  way  from  the  east  and west,  without  a  moment's  notice.  The 

active,  and  they  can  change  any  direction,  the  two  currents, 13 

north;  that's  right  at  the  Point.  Now,  these  currents  are  very 

ice.  That's how much  force  that  carries  when  it  comes  this 
2o time of the  year. 
21 It's a  tester. I call  it  a  tester  because  the  current 
22 

24 
pressure  ridges, for the  safety of the  Eskimo  hunter,  it 23 
coming  from  the  west,  and  the  west  wind,  builds  pressure  ice -- 

grounds  them  into  the  bottom of the  ocean  all  winter  long; it 

will  do  that.  But  the  other  current  that  comes  from  the  east 
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t h i s  time o f   t he   yea r  w i l l  come and t e s t  t h a t ,  and i t ' s  ve ry  

f o r c e f u l ;  i t ' s  s t ronge r   t han   t he   one   t ha t  comes  from t h e  west. 

The o t h e r   c u r r e n t   t h a t   g o e s   n o r t h ,   r i g h t  from t h e   P o i n t ,  i t  

goes a heck of a long ways o u t   t h e r e .  I r o d e   t h o s e   i c e   f l o e s  

many a times. I t ' s  dense;   you  have  to   go  over   the ice  i n   o r d e r  

t o   g e t  t o  the  open water. I wouldn't   even a t t e m p t  t o  go  over 

t h e  ice;  I ' d   j u s t  wait f o r  i t  t o  t a k e  me t o   t h e   n e x t   c u r r e n t  up 

nor th .  

So i n   t h e   e v e n t   t h e r e ' s  a s p i l l ,  w e  have   these  

cu r ren t s   t o   be   conce rned   w i th .  The people   before  m e  t h a t  

t e s t i f i e d ,   t h e r e  i s  no clean-up  under the ice .  This  i s  ve ry  

t r u e .  There was a l s o  a mention  of the year-around ice .  The 

year-around i ce  that was not   ment ioned ,   and   the   next   cur ren t  

from  here,  i t  takes   about  s ix  hours   on   fu l l   speed   wi th  a 

70-horse  and  about  an  18-foot Lund f u l l   s p e e d ,  I would say  

about 60 miles a t  270 degrees ,  s i x  hours  without  slowing down. 

That i s  where  you w i l l  f i n d  what w e  c a l l  t h e   g l a c i e r  ice.  I 

d o n ' t  know  how  many y e a r s   o l d   t h a t  ice is ,  b u t  i t ' s  o u t   t h e r e .  

With a s t r o n g  west wind,  high  winds,  it can come i n  t o   t h e  

beach he re   wh i l e  I ' m  s l e e p i n g   d u r i n g   t h e   n i g h t .  It d o e s n ' t  

give  any  warning; i t  comes in   through,   between  here   and 

F r a n k l i n   P o i n t .   T h i s   g l a c i e r  i ce  d o e s n ' t  come i n  from t h e  

no r th ;  i t  comes i n  between  here   and  Frankl in   Point .  

Those are t h e   c u r r e n t s .  If t h e r e  was a s p i l l ,  I d o n ' t  

see how you can   c l ean  i t  up. The Eskimo has a r i g h t  t o  be  
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concerned   about   any   of fshore   ac t iv i ty .  They know t h e i r  sea,  

land ,  i ce ;  they  have  been  condi t ioned  for   years  and yea r s .  

They l ea rned   f rom  the i r   fo re fa the r s .   The i r   fo re fa the r s   wen t  

t h rough   t he  same t h i n g ,   t h e   h a r s h  times o u t   i n   t h e   o c e a n ;   t h e y  

s l e p t  o u t   t h e r e .  So do w e ;  w e  s l e e p   o u t   t h e r e  on i ce  f l o e s .  

We d o n ' t  make an   a t t empt   t o   go   hone  on some o f   t h o s e   i c e   f l o e s  

when w e  ge t   caugh t   ou t   t he re   mere ly   because   o f   s a fe ty   o f  a 

younger   generat ion.  You d o n ' t   d a r e   t r y   t o   g o  home i n  a b i g  

h u r r y ,   j u s t  - -  w e  j u s t   t a k e   y o u r  -- j u s t   t a k e   o u r  time. We 

know where we're going t o  h i t   l a n d .  If w e  ge t   caugh t   on   t ha t  

n o r t h   c u r r e n t   t h a t ' s   g o i n g   n o r t h ,   t h a t ' s   v e r y   e a s y   t o   f i g u r e  

o u t   f o r   a n  Eskimo; w e  know where we're g o i n g   t o  h i t  land .  

When you g e t   i n t o   t h a t   s i t u a t i o n ,  you 0 -  you s t o p  and 

th ink .  You s t o p   d r i n k i n g  tea and Coke and  coffee  because 

you ' r e   b rea th ing  saltwater fumes,  no t   because   you   don ' t   l ike  

i t ,  because i t ' s  t h e   B i b l e .  You s t a r t  r a t i o n i n g   o u t  water; you 

s t a r t  r a t ion ing   ou t   food ,   and  i t  h a s   t o   b e  Native food,  and 

very  l i t t l e  food .   That ' s  how t h e  Eskimo s u r v i v e s   o u t   t h e r e .  

Thank  you ve ry  much. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you. 

MR. SCHINDLER: Thank  you,  Burton. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Henry  Huntington. 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY  OF HENRY HUNTINGTON 

Good evening. My name i s  Henry  Huntington,  and I l i v e  

i n  Barrow. I ' m  s o r r y  t o  i n t e r r u p t  the e l d e r s   a n d  the Whaling 
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3 Impact  Statement. 

4 

5 s a y s   t h a t  i n  the   cumula t ive  Arctic case from Hope B a s i n   t o   t h e  

6 Canadian  Beaufort ,  there i s  a 99-percent  chance of a s p i l l  i n  

7 excess   of  1,000 b a r r e l s ,   a n d  i t  i s  cons ide red   mos t   l i ke ly   t ha t  

8 

more impor t an t   t han   t he  e f fec ts  j u s t   f o r  Lease S a l e  124 because 9 

t h e r e  w i l l  be   e ight   such  s p i l l s .  The cumula t ive   e f f ec t s  are 

10 they  are t h e  most l i k e l y   t o   c a u s e  damage and   the   mos t   ins id ious  

11 because  they are  t h e   r e s u l t   o f  many i n d i v i d u a l  e f fec ts  which 

12 are ,  by  themselves,  minor.  For  example,  compare  the East Coast 

1 3  of   t he   Un i t ed   S t a t e s .  It has   no t  become destroyed  by  one  great  

14 a c t i o n   o f f   t h e   c o a s t   b u t  by many t h i n g s   t h a t ,   i n  themselves, 

15 seem i n s i g n i f i c a n t .  

16 S e c t i o n   4 ( n )   a l s o   s a y s   t h a t  20 s p i l l s  of g r e a t e r   t h a n  

17 1,000 b a r r e l s   h a v e   o c c u r r e d   s i n c e  1964 in   Ou te r   Con t inen ta l  

18 She l f  a c t i v i t i e s .  That means t h a t   s i n c e  you   expec t   e igh t  

1 9  

24 
magnitude may n o t   b e   g r e a t ,  but l e t ' s  look aga in  a t  t h e  Exxon 23 
20 s p i l l s  was 160,000 b a r r e l s .  The chances of  a s p i l l   o f   t h a t  22 

years .   That  seems l i k e  a l o t   o f   s p i l l s .  The l a r g e s t   o f   t h e s e  21 

percent: of t h e  sp i l l s  tha t   have   a l r eady   happened   i n   t he   pas t  20 

s p i l l s  i n  the Arctic,  t h e  Arctic s p i l l s  would  be  equal t o  40 

Valdez. 

25 According t o  the   Alaska  O i l  S p i l l  Commission r e p o r t  

Captains  who know much more a b o u t   t h i s   t h a n  I d o ,  bu t  I have 

some comments t o  make about statements i n  the  Environmental  

Sec t ion   4(n)  of the  Environmental  Impact Statement  
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quoted  by  Tom  Lohman  earlier,  there  have  been  more  that 8,700 

transits of Prince  William  Sound  by  oil  tankers;  only  one 

spilled.  One  out  of 8,700 is .01 percent.  That  sounds 

minimal, but with  enough  transits  by  tankers,  the  chances of a 

spill  become  great. If you  said  that .01  percent  was  the 

chance  that  a  given  well  here  would  produce  a  major  spill, you 

would  probably go on  to  say  that  it  wasn't  worth  worrying 

about. I don't  think  anyone  would  agree  with  that  from  Prince 

William  Sound,  and  considering  the  devastating  consequences of 

a  spill  to  the  Arctic  environment, I don't  see  why  it  should  be 

tolerated  here. 

In the  oil  spill  report,  it  also  states  that  the 

procedures  developed  in  1977  for  tankers  in  the  Sound  were  not 

being  followed  by  the  mid-1980s.  Things  got  sloppy.  You  have 

mentioned  procedures t o  minimize  the  risks of oil  spills,  but 

who  is to say  that  they  will  be  followed?  Who  is  to  say  that 

things  won't  get  sloppy  here?  Who  is  to  say  that  a  disaster 

won't  materialize  here?  The  oil  spill  clean-up  techniques 

discussed  in  Section 4(a) of  the  Environmental  Impact  Statement 

include  such  measures  as  portable  rope  mops  and  manual 

removal.  This  brings  to  mind  people  in  Prince  William  Sound 

wiping  rocks  with  paper  towels.  That's  not  very  reassuring. 

The  only  thing  the  Environmental  Impact  Statement  promises  is 

the  99-percent  chance of a  greater -- of an oil  spill  greater 
than  1,000  barrels. 
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I would  like  to  reiterate  what  many  people  here  have 

said  this  evening.  If you can't  be  sure  what  will  happen, no 

lease  sales  should be made.  Until  it  is  certain  that  the 

slippery  slope  does  not  lead  to  an  oil  spill,  the  first step 

down  it  should  not  be  taken.  You  asked  for  comments  about 

improving  the  EIS,  it's  simple:  Make  no  sale,  the  preferred 

alternative. 

Thank  you. 

MR.  SCHINDLER:  Thank you, Robert. 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  Thank  you. 

(Whispered  consultation) 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  Nate  Oleman?  Oh. I'm just - -  
(Laughter) 

MR. SCHINDLER:  Sorry,  Charlotte.  Next  one. 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  You're  next. 

PUBLIC  TESTIMONY OF NATE  OLEMAN 

MR. OLEMAN:  (In  Inupiat) 

It's  not  the  first  time  I'm  appearing  in a panel  like 

this, and  I'm  not  even  greeting  you  for  coming  to  our 

community,  but I'm aroused  and  mad  that  the  panel  has  appeared 

to  bring  promises of a  safeguard  environment  within  our  land 

and  sea.  They  have  promises of working  it  without  damaging  the 

environment  and  have  methods of cleaning  up  after  the 

environment  and  leave  the  tundra or the  ocean  as it was  before 

they  started  their  project. 
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( I n   I n u p i a t )  

I ' m  go ing   t o  u s e  as a n  example of wha t ' s  i n  ou r  

background r i g h t  now, in   ou r   back   ya rd ,  o f  what t h e   f e d e r a l  

government has  done. A t  Shoot ing   S ta t ion ,   they   have   bur ied  

: h e i r   d e b r i s   i n t o   t h e  s p i t  go ing   to   the   Poin t   and   sank  some of 

:he metal and o t h e r   d e b r i s   i n t o   o u r   l a g o o n   o u t   t h e r e .  We u s e  

:ha t   l agoon  to   go   in land   and   to   go   hunt ing .  We u s e   t h e  

Shoot ing  Stat ion a l l  summer f o r   h u n t i n g   i n   o u r   o c e a n ,   i n   t h e  

lagoon,  and  on  the  land. 

(off record)  

:Tape  Change  Tape No. 3) 

On reco rd )  

MR. OLEMAN: Not  by c l ean ing  up the d e b r i s ,  w e  the 

community have t o   s u f f e r ,   a n d  w e  see i t  every  summer. 

( I n   I n u p i a t )  

Back i n  ' 7 7 ,  through a r eques t   f rom  the  community, I 

wrote a le t ter  t o   t h e  Navy s i n c e  USE was run   by   t he  Navy -- not  

USE, USE now was run   by   t he  Navy,  and w e  knew i t  as a Navy 

amp. The Navy respond  and pass i t  down t o  U.S. A i r  Force a t  

he DEW Line s i t e  saying i t  was their  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y   t o   c l e a n  

p the d e b r i s   i n  the l a g o o n   a n d   a l o n g   t h e   s p i t   s i n c e   t h e y  were 

running the DEW Line s i t e .  The A i r  Force   in   tu rn   respond  and  

a i d  that  t h e   d e b r i s  was c leaned  up around  the DEW Line s i t e  

and their  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y   w a s n ' t   t h e   b a y  o r  t h e   s p i t ,  i t  was t h e  

coast G u a r d ' s   r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
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And  the  Coast  Guard  looked  into  the  matter  because 

they  mentioned  the  lagoon  quite  a  bit,  but  when  they 

investigated,  some of the  debris  was  along  the  coastline,  both 

in  the  ocean  and  the  lagoon  and  buried  along  the  spit. So they 

determined  that  the  responsibility  lay on the U.S. Army  Corps 

of Engineers  to  be  cleaned  up.  The  Corps  did  the  same  thing; 

they  investigated  and  reported  back  that  since  the  property  was 

designated  to  the  Navy  and  was  under  the  jurisdiction of the 

Navy,  and  it  was  the  Navy's  responsibility  to  clean  up  the 

debris. 

To  this  day,  the  debris  is  still  out  there,  and that's 

just a  example of  how  the  government's  version of coming  in  and 

saying  they  have  the  technology  to  clean  up before they  leave. 

The  only  technology  they  have is  they  know  how  to  pass  the 

uck. They  know it's the  government's  responsibility,  but  they 

don’t know  who  to  blame  it on. The  oil  spill, if  it  occurs  out 

in the  ocean, is going  to  be  routed  the  same  way. 

(In  Inupiat) 

They'll  rely on the  nature,  like  the  Valdez  spill,  to 

:lean  up  the  mess I cause  they  don't  have  the  technology.  And 

after  listening  to  what's been  said, I support  and  oppose  the 

.ease  sale of 124. 

(In  Inupiat) 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK:  Thank  you. 

MR. SCHINDLER:  Thank you, Nate.  Charlotte. 
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H E A R I N G  OFFICER BROCK: C h a r l o t t e ' s  o n  h e r  way. 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY OF CHARLOTTE BROWER 

Good evening. My name i s  C h a r l o t t e  Brower f o r   t h e  

record.  I ' l l  go on two t i t l e s :  wife of  a whal ing  captain,   and 

I a l so  work f o r  the Alaska Eskimo  Whaling  Commission as  t h e  

Manager who t a k e s  care of   the  day-to-day a f f a i r s  o f   t h e  

Commission. 

I remember i n  1977 when t h e  community  of  Barrow was 

told t o  come and t e s t i f y  a t  t he   Epo l lo   (ph )   mu l t i -pu rpose ,   t o  

come and t e s t i f y  as t o  why t h e r e  would be a ban, a moratorium, 

on whal ing,   something  that  was real  i m p o r t a n t   t o   t h e  community 

of Barrow. I had   on ly   been   marr ied   for   a lmost   s ix   years  a t  

:hat time, and my husband  had  been j u s t   b e i n g   i n v o l v e d  as a 

whaling c o - c a p t a i n   t o  a whal ing  captain,   and I went  and 

t e s t i f i e d   b e f o r e  a commission,  and we're a l l  c o n c e r n s   ( s i c ) .  

'here were a number o f   peop le   t ha t  came and t e s t i f i e d ,  and I 

t e s t i f i e d   a s k i n g  how they  would  replace what -- what i s  

normally  fed a t  o u r   t a b l e .  And t h a t   w i n t e r ,   t h a t  f a l l ,  from 

louse t o  house ,   t he re  were some people   pass ing   ou t   beef ,   and  

:hat was supposed t o  be our  supplement,  what was supposed t o  be 

in p l a c e   o f   t h e   n u t r i t i o n a l   n e e d s   t h a t   t h e  bowhead whale  would 

lave g iven .  

That was t h e   t y p e   o f   r e s p o n s e   t h a t  w e  had  received in 

1977. But t ha t   d idn ' t   s top   ou r   wha l ing   cap ta ins ,   wha l ing  

captains  tha t  had  been  captains  f o r  a number of years   and  are 
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s t i l l  wha l ing   cap ta ins   t o   t h i s   da t e   even   t hough   t he i r   sons   have  

taken  over .  They dec ided   t ha t   t he   on ly  way tha t   t hey   cou ld  do 

i t  was t o  form a unif ied  body,  so even  though  they were j u s t  

c a p t a i n s   j u s t  from  Barrow,  they  formed  with  other  captains  from 

t h e   c o a s t a l   v i l l a g e s ,  and t h e n   t h e y  formed the   Alaska  Eskimo 

Whaling  Commission. 

It was a real  rocky s tar t  f o r   t h e   A l a s k a  Eskimo 

Whaling  Commission  from t h e  time it was formed. To t h i s   d a t e ,  

the   Alaska  Eskimo  Whaling  Commission s tands,   and i t ' s  s t i l l  a 

u n i f i e d  body w i t h   n i n e   w h a l i n g   v i l l a g e s   t h a t   t h e y   r e p r e s e n t .  

The -- w e  have  two v i l l a g e s   t h a t   h a v e   b e e n  real  s u c c e s s f u l   t o  

d a t e ;   t h a t ' s  Savoonga  and  Gambell. And i t ' s  real  hard when a 

w h a l i n g   v i l l a g e   c a l l s   t o  where I work t o   a s k  i f  a t r a n s f e r  

s t r i k e   c o u l d   b e  made w h i l e   t h e  rest  o f   t he   o the r   wha l ing  

v i l l a g e s   t h a t   a l s o   n e e d s   t h e   w h a l e   d u r i n g   t h e   s p r i n g   h a v e n ' t -  

even  gone  out  and when t h a t   w h a l i n g   v i l l a g e   h a s   t o   b e   t o l d   t o  

s t a y  s t i l l  u n t i l   t h e   o t h e r   w h a l i n g   v i l l a g e s   h a v e  a chance   to   go  

out   and  whale   during  the  spr ingt ime.   Because  there  are two 

types   o f   wha l ing   t ha t   ou r   wha l ing   cap ta ins   do ,   and   t ha t  i s  

dur ing   the   spr ingt ime  and  i n  t h e   f a l l t i m e .  

We're a l l o c a t e d  so  many s t r i k e s   t h a t  w e  h a v e   t o  

negot ia te   with  the  Nat ional   Oceanic   Atmospheric   Adminis t ra t ion,  

and w i t h i n   t h e  las t  r e c e n t  few yea r s ,   due  t o  Steven Brown 

Assoc ia t e s ,  w e  were able   to   convince   the   federa l   government   and  

t h e  IWC t h a t   t h e r e  i s  a need t o   i n c r e a s e   t h e   q u o t a  so t h a t   t h e  
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people  throughout  the  nine  villages  could  have,  based  on  their 

nutritional  needs,  the  number  of  strikes.  The  villages  that 

are  affected  with  lower  number  of  strikes  still  feel  that  the 

Steven  Brown  Associates  study  is  still  inadequate  because  it 

has  not  yet  met  their  nutritional  needs. 

I am mother of six kids, and  it's  real  hard  for  me to 

feed  my  children  year-around. I have  to  supplement  them  also 

with  whatever  else I could  feed  them,  whether  it's  the  Native 

food  or  non-Native  food.  As a parent, I have  to  be  real 

concerned of things  that  affect  my  children. 

For  a  number of years,  the  Environmental  Impact 

Statements  would  be  made,  number of things  would  come  up.  We 

have  social  impacts  that  is  happening  to  our  villages,  not  only 

in  the  nine  coastal  villages  but  throughout  the  state of 

Alaska.  We  have  the  same  problems  that  United  States  have,  and 

that  is  in  alcoholism,  drug  abuse,  and  then you have  number of 

people  that  are  going  to  be  out  there,  whatever  they're  going 

to  be doing,  out  in  the  ice, they're  going  to  come  with  those 

problems,  and  then  those  problems  will  be  our  problems. 

And whatever  you  do and  however you  decide, it  is  very 

important  that  at  least  you  listen  to  what  these  people  have  to 

say  because  they are the  ones  that  do  live  in  this 

environment.  They  have  opportunities  to go out  and  live  in  the 

other  parts of the  country,  not  only  in  United  States  but 

international  places,  and  they've  seen  how  other  peoples  live. 
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And the  Northern  people   here  are  r ea l  s t r o n g ,  real  s t rong  

advocates .  I f  i t ' s  s o m e t h i n g   t h a t ' s   g o i n g   t o   j e o p a r d i z e   t h e i r  

l i v e l i h o o d ,   t h e y  w i l l  n o t   h a v e   a n y   o b s t a c l e   i n   t h e i r  way. 

And r i g h t  now, I t h i n k  Sale 124 i s  a r e a l   i m p o r t a n t  

issue t h a t   t h e  Barrow  Whaling  Captains are  g o i n g   t o  be faced 

with,   and i t  i s  g o i n g   t o  impact them, n o t   o n l y   d u r i n g   t h e i r  

s p r i n g   b u t   i n   f a l l   w h a l i n g   i n   t h e   n e x t  coming  few years ,   and 

t h a t ' s  a r e a l i t y   t h a t  w e  have to   face .   Kaktovik   Vi l lage   and  

Nuiqsut   Vi l lage   had   to   endure  a l l  what  they've  done  because  of 

the  Prudhoe Bay. The Prudhoe Bay area t h a t  i s  t h e r e   h a s  

impac ted   t he i r  way of  whaling  that   they  have  done  throughout 

t h e  number of y e a r s   i n   t h e  past .  They  have t o  go  out  of t h e i r  

way t o  go o t h e r   p l a c e s   t o  go whal ing,   and  they  have  to  tow t h a t  

whale  from  that place t o   t h e i r   b u t c h e r i n g  s i t e ,  and  sometimes 

i t  t a k e s  them a t  least  a good  day i f  -- i f  n o t ,   t o   b u t c h e r   t h a t  

whale. 

And those  are the   k ind  of  impacts t h a t  are happening 

t o   t h e   c a p t a i n s .  And s a f e t y   o f   t h o s e   c a p t a i n s  i s  a real  

i m p o r t a n t   f a c t o r   b e c a u s e   t h e y ' r e   o u t   i n  -- i n   b o a t s ;   t h e i r   o n l y  

mode of communications i s  t h r o u g h   t h e i r  C.B.  or   marines ,   marine 

VHFs. And they ' r e   go ing  more  and  more f u r t h e r   o u t ,  and t h e   o i l  

companies  need t o  know they  -- t hey  are impacts. These  whaling 

captains   do  have families a t  home; they   suppor t   peop le ,   no t  

only i n   t h e i r  families but   ex tended   fami l ies ,   and  i t ' s  -- t h e  

same a p p l i e s  h e r e   i n  Barrow. 
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And  I'd  like  to go on  record  that  Sale 124 should be 

opposed.  Thank  you. 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  Thank  you. 

MR. SCHINDLER:  Thank you, Charlotte. 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  George  Edwardson. 

PUBLIC  TESTIMONY  OF  GEORGE  EDWARDSON 

My name  is  George  Edwardson,  and I'm the President of 

Inupiat  Community of the  Arctic  Slope.  We're  a  federally 

recognized  regional  government  for  the  eight  North  Slope 

villages,  Kaktovik,  Nuiqsut,  Anaktuvuk  Pass,  Atqasuk,  Barrow, 

Wainwright,  Point  Lay,  and  Point  Hope.  And  starting  since  1977 

when  the  State of Alaska  started  to go offshore  in  Point 

Thompson,  we  have  said  no  as  individuals in every  form  we  can 

give you; starting  from  the  school kids  right  on up to our 

elders,  we  have  said  no.  We've  also  said  no  as  whole 

communities,  as  separate  communities,  and  also  as  our  regional 

corporation  back  in '77 and  our  village  corporations,  each of 

them,  one by one,  have  opposed  offshore  development.  Our  local 

IRA  Councils  and  our  traditional  councils,  all  federally 

recognized,  we  all  have  said  no.  Our  state  local  governments 

have  said no; our  regional  governments,  from  the  North  Slope 

Borough,  to  Inupiat  Community,  we  have  said no; and  also  with 

our international  front  through  ICC we  have  said  no.  And  for 

the -- since the end of the 1970s, now we're in 199Os, and 
we’re  still  saying  the  same  thing  but  seem  to  can't  get  the 
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message  through. 

And  if you  want to talk  about  law,  laws,  this MMS has 

to  follow  the  same  federal  laws  and  international  treaties  we 

have, don't  we?  You  have  the  Endangered  Species  Act  you're 

violating,  and  right  there,  right  on  the  map  behind you,  you're 

showing  us  where  the  bowheads  and  the  other  whales  rest.  You 

have 29 endangered  specie  animals  living  within  the  lease  sale 

area  where  you're  trying  to  say you want  to  sell.  You're 

violating  this  Endangered  Species  Act  you  marine  mammals 

protect -- you marine  mammals -- Minerals  Management  Service, 
excuse  me.  And  also  the  Marine  Mammal  Protection  Act,  you're 

violating  that  too. MMS is  violating  these  acts  also:  the 

International  Migratory  Bird  Treaty  you're  also  violating  to 

try  to  conduct  your  Lease  Sale 124. 

And to make  it  worse, I didn't  even  know  about  this 

hearing  here,  and  I  hadn't  received  your  draft  resolution  or 

been,  you  know,  notified  except  through  the  newspapers,  and  my 

villages,  the  only  way  they  can  find  out  is  through  the 

newspapers.  Why  weren't  we  properly  notified you  were  going  to 

go out  and  sell  our  ocean? 

Our  communities  through -- as  Inupiat  Community,  we've 
spent  better  than $19 million  in  lawsuits  trying  to  save  our 

lifestyle and preserve  our  way  of  life.  This we have  spent 

through  the  good  grace of our  local  governments,  our  regional 

governments,  regional  corporations,  our  village  corporations, 
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all have  spent to try  to  get  this  message  across  to  you.  And 

we  never -- looks  like,  when  we  sit  here  talking  like  this,  we 
haven't  made  it  yet. We speak  the  same  language,  but  the 

understanding  is  not  coming  through. 

Now,  you  want  to  talk about, you know, how  good  you're 

going  to  clean  up.  You  can't  even  start  about  that  'cause you, 

as  America,  claimed  the  last  time  those  two  icebreakers  came  up 

here  they  were  the  strongest  in  the  world -- you couldn't  even 
make  it  to  Christmas.  And  here  one of them  was  just  following 

the  other  one  back  and  both  of  them  stuck  in  the  ice.  This  is 

the  most  powerful  ships  you're  going  to  use  to  take  care of 

your  clean-up  crews? 

Technology.  You  say you have  the  technology -- you're 
still  drilling  with  a  piece of iron  pipe.  And  we -- we all 
understand  what  happens  when you heat  one  end of a piece of 

iron,  the  heat  transfers  to  the  other  end.  The  permafrost  is 

less  than 12 degrees  below  freezing,  and  it's  just -- just  to 
give you an example how  much  permafrost,  when  a  pipe  sits  in 

the  ground  and  don't  even  move,  ever  since  the  Navy  drilled at 

Onakpah (ph), the  permafrost  was  at  1,900  feet.  Just  just 

this  past  year  they  tested it and  found  out  it's  up  to 1,300 

feet  now. You just  melted  a  spot in the  permafrost  just by 

leaving a pipe  in  the  ground. 

And you give  us a indication  that, you know,  there 

night  be  oil  out  there. Now, that's  that's a lie  that  has 
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t o   s t o p .  When the   indus t ry   and   the   government   dec ides   to   go  

l o o k   f o r   o i l ,   t h e r e  i s  o i l .  You h a v e   s a t e l l i t e s   w i t h   i n f r a r e d  

c a p a b i l i t i e s   t h a t   c a n   l o o k   b e l o w   t h e   s u r f a c e .  You have 

a i r p l a n e s   t h a t   c a n  smell t h e   a i r   t h a t  comes -- t h a t   o i l  comes 

out   of   the   ground  with,  even over   the   ocean .  You worked  on 

some o f  them there ,   John ,   whi le  you were up h e r e  a t  Narl (ph) .  

And on  your  clean-up  boats,   your  skimmer  boats,   back 

i n   t h e   b e g i n n i n g   o f   t h e   1 9 7 0 s ,  I spen t   be t t e r   t han   s even   and  a 

h a l f   y e a r s   i n   t h e   o i l   i n d u s t r y .  I was t h e   p e r s o n   i n   c h a r g e  of 

t h e   f i r s t  skimmer b o a t   t h a t  ever came t o   A l a s k a   i n   t h e  

beginning  of  the  1970s,   and  the  skimmer  boat  they  gave m e  t o  

c l e a n   o i l   w i t h   i n   t h e  Cook I n l e t  was a house  pontoon  boat 

wi thout   the   house ,   and   in   o rder   to  make it s t a y   a f l o a t   i n   t h e  

Cook I n l e t ,  w e  had t o  f i l l   t h e  pontoons  with  Styrofoam.  That 

was t h e  f i rs t  c l ean -up   boa t   t ha t  ever came to   A laska .  And when 

you look a t  your  clean-up  equipment, i t  has  not  improved -- and 

y o u ' r e   t a l k i n g   a b o u t   b e t t e r   t h a n  20 y e a r s  of e x p e r i e n c e   t h a t ' s  

supposed t o  r e f ine  your  technology. 

And i f  you want some facts  on t h i s  matter, where 

y o u ' r e   g o i n g   t o   g o   d r i l l ,   t h a t  i s  t h e  ice t h a t   f e e d s   o n e - t h i r d  

o f  the  world 's   f ish,   between  Greenland  and  Canada,   the   currents  

f lowing   t ha t  way. You make a mess, you l o s e  -- you l o s e  some 

o i l ,  t h e   t o x i c i t y  of t h e   o i l   d o e s   n o t   d e t e r i o r a t e   b e c a u s e  i t ' s  

cold.  We don ' t   have   the  w a r m  w e a t h e r   l i k e  down i n  Valdez o r  

down i n  Mexico  where  you l o s t  i t  before .  The -- t h e   t o x i c  
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gases  w i l l  no t   d i sappea r ;   t hey  w i l l  s t a y   t h e r e .  And every  time 

t h e   i c e   r o t a t e s ,  we're g o i n g   t o   g e t   h i t   w i t h  i t  again.   You're-  

t a l k i n g   a b o u t   t h r e a t e n i n g   t w o - t h i r d s   o f   t h e   w o r l d ' s   f i s h e r i e s ,  

you know, i d e n t i f i e d  by   the   In te rna t iona l   Beaufor t   Sea  

s y n t h e s i s   t h a t  was conducted i n  Seward a f e w  years   ago .  

And then  a t  t h e  same time, i n s t e a d   o f   j u s t   o n e - t h i r d  

o f   t h e   w o r l d ' s   f i s h e r i e s   o n  -- on t h e   o t h e r   s i d e  and ano the r  

t h i r d  on ou r   s ide ,   be tween   S ibe r i a   and   A laska ,   you ' r e   t a lk ing  

a b o u t   t w o - t h i r d s   o f   t h e   w o r l d ' s   f i s h   r i g h t   t h e r e  you  could 

a f f e c t   j u s t  -- j u s t   l o o k i n g   f o r   o i l  and  gas ,   whi le  a t  t h e  same 

time, r i g h t   i n   t h e   m i d d l e   o f  Canada, r i g h t   i n   t h e   m i d d l e   o f  

l and ,   you 've   go t   t he   A lbe r t a  t a r  sands   t ha t   can   t ake  care o f  

North America f o r  200 t o  250 y e a r s   i n  a l l  i t s  o i l  and  gas  needs 

a t  t h e   c a l c u l a t e d ,  you know, usage   increase .  I mean, wha t ' s  

going  on? 

And f o r .  -- f o r   t h e   I n u p i a t s  as a people ,  w e  have  never 

r e c e i v e d   a n y   r o y a l t i e s   i n   a n y   e x t r a c -  -- any   mine ra l   ex t r ac t ion  

or . -even  renewable  extract ions  f rom  our   region,   and w e  have a 

l ega l ,   l eg i t ima te   j u r i sd i c t ion   r ecogn ized   by   Congres s   coun t l e s s  

times. Yet when i n d u s t r y   d e c i d e s   t o   g o   o u t ,   o r  the f e d e r a l  

government, e i t h e r  from the  federal   government  level o r  from 

t h e   S t a t e  level, t h e r e  i s  no t a l k   a b o u t  how much r o y a l t i e s  

we're g o i n g   t o   g e t   c a u s e  we've never   received  any.   Right  now 

w e  j u s t   e n t e r e d   i n t o   t h e   D e p a r t m e n t  of  J u s t i c e   t h r o u g h  a U.S. 

a t to rney ,   appea l ing   t he   Un i t ed   S t a t e s '   a c t ions   and   a sk ing ,  

I 
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Where 's   our   royal t ies   for   Prudhoe Bay? Which the  Department of  

Commerce has   no t i f i ed   u s ,   and  so f a r ,  i t ' s  up t o  44 b i l l i o n  and 

w e  haven ' t   even   been   ab le   t o   t ouch  i t ;  now y o u ' r e   t a l k i n g   a b o u t  

go ing   ou t  i n  our  whole  ocean,  and  you  haven't  even come t o   t a l k  

t o   u s   a b o u t   t h a t . ,  

Alcohol  problems. When you look  a t  t h e   p e o p l e ,   r i g h t  

now I ' m  -- have t o  deal wi th  -- without   any  federal   monies ,  

without   no  help,   not   f rom  the  churches,   not   f rom  the s ta te  

governments o r  from the   federa l   governments  -- w e  have t o  deal 

with over  250 c h i l d  cases every  s i x  months  without no he lp ,  and 

a major   por t ion   o f  them is  a l coho l   r e l a t ed   because   t he   pa ren t s  

a re   worr ied   about ,  'Where am I g o i n g   t o   f e e d  my kids   f rom? I 

c a n ' t   f i n d  a j o b . '  And he re  we’re s i t t i n g   i n  the r i c h e s t  o i l  

f i e l d   i n   N o r t h  America. And ma jo r   po r t ions  of ou r   popu la t ion  

are unemployed  and c a n ' t   g e t  work, w i t h   t h e   b i g g e s t   o i l   f i e l d  

s i t t i n g   r i g h t   t o   t h e  east o f   u s   he re .  And t h e  PRA, we've never  

r ece ived   any   roya l t i e s .  P e t  f o r  (sic) when t h e  Navy he ld  i t  

and kept   us  o f f  our   l and ,  w e  never   received  any,   nei ther   f rom 

Prudhoe Bay. 

And I j u s t  want t o   g i v e  you a copy  of a let ter I had 

submitted t o  the  Department of J u s t i c e ,  the Acting U.S. 

Attorney, Mark Davis, ask ing   for   our   roya l ty   accounts ,   and  I 

want t o  submit i t  t o  you  'cause I’ll have t o   i n c l u d e   y o u r  name 

in here ,   Minera ls  Management S e r v i c e ,   a s   o n e  of t h e   c r i m i n a l s  

for   ex t rac t ing   minera ls   f rom  wi th in   our   l ands   wi thout  
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compensating  us as a people .  And a l s o  a t  t h e  same time, I'll 

a l so  g i v e  you a copy of o u r   C o n s t i t u t i o n   t h a t  shows who w e  are 

and how w e  run   ou r se lves .  And our   Cons t i tu t ion ' s   been   approved  

by   the   Uni ted   S ta tes ,   and   they   even   he lped   us  rewrite i t  aga in  

t o  make i t  s t r o n g e r .  

So I more than  oppose Lease Sale 124,  and I t h i n k  as a 

federal  government  agency,  you  should s i t  s i t  down a n d   t a l k  

t o  t h e   t r i b e s   a n d  see what   they   th ink   and   go   f rom  there   ins tead  

of ju s t   wa lk ing   beh ind   ou r   backs   and   t ry ing   t o   bu l ly   your  way 

through,   which   looks   l ike   you ' re   do ing  a good j o b   o f   r i g h t  

now. So I ' d   l i k e  t o  submit my Cons t i t u t ion   and  my cover  l e t t e r  

t o  t h e   D e p a r t m e n t   o f   J u s t i c e   t o  show w e  o p p o s e   w h a t   y o u ' r e  

doing,  and I ' m  g o i n g   t o   i n c l u d e  you  on t h a t  l i s t  ' cause  I have 

t o  do a follow-up now.  And i f  you  want t o  t a lk  t o  m e  o r  r e a c h  

u s ,   h e r e ' s  my card,   and  you  can reach me a t  Native V i l l a g e  of 

Barrow. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you. 

MR. SCHINDLER: Thanks,  George. 

MR. EDWARDSON:  And where  do I p u t   t h e s e ?  

MR. SCHINDLER: Would you  br ing it over around here? 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Yeah, j u s t  the f e l l o w   i n   t h e  

y e l l o w   s h i r t  there. 

(Applause) 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank you. We have   four  

more. Would you -- t o   t e s t i f y  as signed  up. Would you r a t h e r  
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t a k e  a b reak  now, o r   s h o u l d  w e  go ahead   and   f i n i sh   t he  f o u r ?  

(S imul taneous   speech   ind ica t ing  

t h e   a u d i e n c e ' s   d e s i r e  t o  f i n i s h   w i t h  

the   fou r   r ema in ing   speake r s   on   t he   l i s t )  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Okay. I . . . . .  

MR. SCHINDLER: Raymond Neakok. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Raymond? 

MR. NEAKOK: Good evening.   Hel lo ,   John.  

MR. SCHINDLER: H i ,  Ray. 

PUBLIC  TESTIMONY  OF RAYMOND NEAKOK, SR. 

I want t o  f i r s t  say  a l i t t l e  b i t   i n  my own langauge 
1 cause  i t  concerns my people .  I ' m  P r e s i d e n t   f o r   t h e  Native 

Village  of  Barrow,  and I have my T r i b a l  Government P r o f i l e  

which I wish t o  p r e s e n t   t o   y o u ,   a n d   a l s o  the C o n s t i t u t i o n   o f  

t h e  Native Vil lage  of   Barrow,   and  a long with i t  the Corpora te  

Charter. 

( I n   I n u p i a t )  

Before I go   too  fa r ,  what I am say ing  i s  w e  have  been 

t e l l i n g  you a l l  of t h e s e   y e a r s  that  you have e x t r a c t -  -- 
s t a r t e d   e x t r a c t i n g   o i l  from o u r   l a n d s .  You have  very small 

d i s r e g a r d  (sic) f o r   t h e   p e o p l e   i n  the North. America law on ly  

works for the Americans. We have   ho l l e red ,  w e  have   c r i ed  when 

we see t h e   i n d u s t r y   l i t e r a l l y   d e s t r o y i n g   y o u r  homes r i g h t   i n  

f r o n t  of your   eyes .  We have seen  them d i g  up   your   b ro thers ,  

your sisters, y o u r   g r a n d f a t h e r s   o u t  of the g r o u n d   a n d   l i t e r a l l y  
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t j u s t  walk ove r  them w i t h   t r a c t o r s .  

We as I n u p i a t  are treated by the  Americans as a n  

o b s t a c l e   t o  s t ea l  ou r  o i l ,  o u r   l a n d s ,   o u r  own b u r i a l   g r o u n d s .  

J u s t i c e   f o r   I n u p i a t  i s  n o t   e v i d e n t  by a white  man's law because 

wh i t e  man i s  i l l i t e r a t e  i n   t h e   I n u p i a t  law. You've  been  with 

u s   s i n c e   t h e   e a r l y  1700s, and  yet   not   even 2 p e r c e n t   o f  you has  

even   t ook   t he   oppor tun i ty   t o   l ea rn   ou r   l anguage ,   wh ich  i s  o u r  

way of  l i fe .  Our c u l t u r e ,   s i n c e  time immemorial,  has  always 

looked a t  the   ecosys tem as one ,   no t   d iv ided   on   ( i nd i sce rn ib l e )  

of a d i f f e ren t   env i ronmen t .  

You h a v e   l i e d   t o  u s  a l l  of these y e a r s  with 

promises -- 'We'll make you a b e t t e r  l ife.  ' 'We'll g i v e  you 

h e a t . '  'We'll p r o t e c t   y o u r   c u l t u r e .  We'll p r o t e c t   y o u r  

people . '  That 's  what y o u ' v e   b e e n   t e l l i n g   u s .  A s  P r e s i d e n t   o f  

the Native V i l l a g e  of Barrow, I 've  seen  families des t royed  

because of what you are doing,   because  your  laws' d o n ' t  work  up 

here. They ' re   no t   compat ib le  with us .  Nor d i d  you ever t h i n k  

t ha t  there i s  such a t h i n g  as I n u p i a t  law because you d o n ' t  

know us .   You ' re   ignorant  o f  a s t r a i g h t ,   f a c t u a l   t e c h n o l o g y  

that  have  been -- w e  have b e e n   t r y i n g   t o   b r i n g  t o  you  because 

your  superhuman  technology  that  you wish t o  o n l y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 

way t o  make a b u c k ,   n o t   t o  make a l i fe .  

You have  ignored my e l d e r s  when t h e y   s a y ,  'You do  

t h i s ,  t h i s  i s  going t o  happen.'  'You change  our  environment,  

you ' r e   go ing  t o  p a y   f o r  i t ,  n o t   u s . '  We've l e a r n e d  how t o  l ive  
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i n  t h e   c o l d .  If you made it  a l i t t l e  b i t  warmer, maybe w e  w i l l  

su rv ive  a l i t t l e  b i t  more,  but I do  not know  how t o   c l e a n  you 

up -- y o u ' r e  d i r t y !  America r i g h t  now, the   wor ld ,  i s  d i r t y  

because of you,  your  technology,  which i s  incomplete  -- not  so 

much incomple t e   t ha t  you   have   t he   s c i en t i f i c   t echno logy .  You 

have ways t o   f i l t e r   a l l   t h i s  d i r t  t h a t  i s  caus ing   cancer ,   your  

AIDS.  

Well, t h e   g l o b a l  warming d i d n ' t   h a p p e n  by i t s e l f ;  

y o u ' r e   t h e   f a u l t   o f  i t .  Before you can   ge t   ou t   t o   ou r   ocean ,  I 

wish   you 'd   t ake   t ha t   i n to   cons ide ra t ion .   C lean  up f irst!  I 've  

s a i d  i t  be fo re  -- c l e a n  up f i r s t .  You haven ' t   l ea rned  how t o  

c l e a n  up y o u r   d i r t ,   a n d  we're t h e   o n e s   t h a t   h a v e   t o   s u f f e r   i n  

l i v i n g   w i t h   y o u r   d i r t .  You have  given me l igh t ,   you 've   g iven  

me n i c e  c l o t h e s ,   b u t  you haven ' t   even   worr ied  a one b i t   a b o u t  

my h e a l t h .  What are  you? I c a n ' t   g e t   l i k e  you. I c a n ' t   g e t  

mad a t  you. I d o n ' t   h a v e   t h e  power t o  t e l l  you t o   s t o p ,   b u t   a t  

least  r e c o g n i z e   t h e  fact  t h a t  you are d i r t y .   Y o u ' r e   f i l t h y !  

And we're h a v i n g   t o   p a y   f o r  i t ,  and  here  i t  i s  again.  

You ' re   go ing   to  make i t  e v e n   d i r t i e r   w i t h o u t   t h e  

technology of h a v i n g   t o  know how t o   c l e a n  up u n d e r   t h e   i c e .  

That unde r   t he  ice  and the   bo t tom  of   the   ocean  i s  where t h e  

ecosystem s tar ts ,  no t   wha t ' s  a l ive  a l r e a d y .  You run  my animals  

out of food, we're no t   go ing  t o  have  any; i t  a i n ' t   j u s t   g o i n g  

t o  be   u s ,  i t ' s  g o i n g   t o   b e  you inc luded .  

But I hope  you  don't   take my cel lars  away ' cause  I ' m  
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going to be  start  putting  away a lot of food  that  is  not 

contaminated  'cause  my  food  is  going to be  contaminated  the 

first  time  you  put  any  oil  in  that  ocean  out  there,  and  that 

big  ice  out  there  doesn't  stop  here,  it  turns  all  the  way 

around,  and  it  affects at least 23 countries.  And if America 

wishes  to  pay  some  royalties  to  those  other  countries,  welcome 

to  them,  but  first  give  me  mine so I  can go ahead  and  clean  up 

what I got  and  hope  to  preserve  what I have -- a right of 
culture,  a  right of people,  first  the  right of law,  which  you 

cannot  even  serve  me. 

Thank  you. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you. 

MR. NEAKOK: (In  Inupiat) 

Last,  I  want  to  say,  if  the  federal  agencies  are  going 

to be  required  to  make  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement,  you 

must  include  the  Inupiat's  recommendations,  the  stipulations, 

and  recognize  the  Inupiat  Tribal  Government as government  not 

just  an  instrument  that you  use  to  get  your  own  recognition. 

We’re  a  tribal  government,  and  we  are  recognized  in  the 

Lower 48 as  government.  Traditional  governments  have  been  born 

before  the  United  States,  tribal  governments  in 1936, only  to 

contract  with  the  United  States  for  our  protection,  and  it  has 

lever  been  used. 

We as  Inupiat  governments  demands  the  agencies  to  do 

exactly  what  the -- your  federal  government  has  asked, follow 
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y o u r   r e g u l a t i o n .  And I ' m  t h e   P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Native V i l l a g e  

of Barrow; I speak as P r e s i d e n t   o f   t h e  Native V i l l a g e  of 

Barrow. My members h a v e   t h e i r  own words. And I g i v e  you my 

t r i b a l   p r o f i l e   p l u s  my Cons t i t u t ion   and   Char t e r .  Thank  you. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you. 

MR. SCHINDLER: Thank  you, Raymond. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Martha. 
I 

I 
MS. AIKEN: Good evening.  

HEARING  OFFICER BROCK: Good evening.  

I MS. AIKEN: Welcome t o  Barrow. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you. 

PUBLIC  TESTIMONY  OF MARTHA AIKEN 

What I have t o  s a y  i s  no t  t o  be   t aken  as a p e r s o n a l  

grudge t o  any of you. This h e a r i n g ,  as any   o the r   hea r ings ,  may 

b e   j u s t   a n o t h e r   r e q u i r e m e n t  for which  the  federal   government  

may have  asked you t o  do , .   bu t   fo r   u s  as I n u p i a t   p e o p l e  who had 

a lways   l ived  o f f  o f   t h e   l a n d ,   t h i s  i s  a d e s p e r a t e   p l e a .   I n  

d e s p e r a t i o n ,  w e  are p l e a d i n g   f o r  o u r  cause  from the dep ths  of 

o u r   h e a r t s   t o   o p p o s e   t h i s  Lease S a l e  124. 

I am o n l y  a woman, o n l y  a wife, and   on ly   an   Inupia t  

mother ,   bu t  a very  concerned member o f  our community, so 

concerned   about   the   food   tha t  w e  eat  a t  o u r   t a b l e s   w i t h   o u r  

families, with o u r   f r i e n d s ,   a n d  w e  share the food tha t  w e  have 

n o t   o n l y   i n   o u r  families b u t  with whoever i s  i n  need. We 

r e s p e c t   t h e   s h a r i n g ;  w e  h i g h l y   r e g a r d  i t .  We even  send food t o  

EXECUTARY 

626 Cordova, S u i t e  104 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

( 907) 272-4084 
- 90 - 



,-- 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10  

11 

1 2  

13 

14 

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

18 

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

-~ 

t h e   o t h e r  areas when t h e y  are  s o  -- when they  are  not  so  lucky 

in   ca t ch ing   wha le s .  

We are  concerned   about   our   hunters ,   what   they   ca tch ,  

' c ause   t hey  are  in   despe ra t ion   somet imes  when t h e y   d o n ' t   c a t c h  

a whale. They are g iven  a quota;   they  want  t o  f o r g e t   a b o u t   t h e  

q u o t a   a n d   k i l l  a whale. They p u t  up t h e i r   s p e a r   f o r   t h e   k i l l  

b u t   s l o w l y   p u t s  i t  down b e c a u s e   o f   t h e   r e q u i r e m e n t s   t h a t  are 

made t o  them. T h a t ' s  how much i t  h u r t s  when you l i ve  o f f  of  

t h e   l a n d   ' c a u s e  i t  i s  our   garden .  What the h u n t e r s   c a t c h   t h e  

women p repa re .  The men a l l  go ;   they  are g r e a t   h u n t e r s .  They 

canno t   p repa re   t he   food ;  the women have t o  do tha t .  They  even 

g o  down t o  the cel lar  t o   g e t  some meat f o r  the next  meal. They 

p repa re  i t  for t h e i r   u s e   d u r i n g   t h e   w i n t e r ,   a n d   t h e y   c o l l e c t ,  

put away a l l  t h e   f o o d ,   p u t  away a l l  the s k i n s   f o r   t h e i r   u s e .  

We d o n ' t   u s e  them as much as w e  u s e d   t o ,   b u t  w e  s t i l l  do. B u t  

the main   impor tan t   th ing   for  u s  i s  w e  cannot  l ive  without  

Eskimo food, whatever i t  may be .  

There was a quo ta   fo r   t he   ca r ibou   no t   t oo   l ong   ago ,  

and today there are t o o  many of them. Doesn't   the  government 

r e a l i z e  tha t  i f  t h e   c a r i b o u  are g e t t i n g   t o o  many t h a t   t h e i r  

food supply  w i l l  be   running low and t h e y ' l l  s tar t  d y i n g   o f f ?  

We are concerned  about  so many t h i n g s .  We were very  concerned,  

e spec ia l ly  af ter  t h e  Exxon s p i l l  a t  Valdez.  Soon a f te r  t h e  

Valdez community members were r e s t r i c t e d   n o t  t o  go n e a r   t h a t  

; p i l l ,  w e  were concerned  because i t  was in   A laska   where   ou r  
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waters  are.  There's no separation  between Valdez and  Alaska. 

A s  we  talked  about  it,  my  husband  said,  after  we  had 

listened  to  the  radio  and  to  the  television,  and  my  husband 

said,  'If  the  government  were  intelligent  and  wise,  they  had 

every  opportunity  and  time  to  move  that  crude  oil to another 

ship,  empty  ship.  Instead  of  letting  that  oil  spill  on  the 

water,  they  had  the  time,  and  they  wouldn't  be  having  this 

problem  now  they  are  having  after  for so long.'  We  know  that 

they  meant  well  when  they  restricted  them  from  that  ship,  but 

these  were  the  people  that  lived  there  and  they  wanted  to 

volunteer to help. 

That's  why  here,  we  want  this  Lease  Sale  124 to be 

stopped,  because  we  know  the  pressure of the  currents is very 

strong.  There  is  a  surety of a blow-out.  We'd  like  to  have 

this  lease  sale  stopped  before  it  happens,  and  we're  begging 

you to  help  us. 

Thank  you. 

HEARING OFFICER  BROCK:  Thank  you.  Beverly  Hugo? 

PUBLIC  TESTIMONY  OF BEVERLY HUGO 

Good  evening.  I'd  like to extend  welcoming  you  to 

Barrow.  Before I start, I believe  that -- that  each  and  every 
one of you  needs to know the  value  systems of the  Inupiat 

culture.  This  is  what  makes -- makes  us  who we are.  And  if 
you  want to mess  in  our  homeland,  you  better  come  under  our 

banner of our  value  systems  that  makes us uniquely  what  we  are. 
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And - -  and I believe  that  this  past  fall, I called 
John  Schindler  because I had  a  concern. I am a mother of four 

children,  and  I am a l s o  a  health  provider,  but  for  most,  I'm a 

mother  and a wife,  and I see  the  impact of what  it's  doing to- 

our  communities  in  the  North  Slope.  Oil  industry  was  supposed 

to  make  our  life  better,  and -- but  overall,  I  think  it  has 
done  more  harm  to  our  culture  as  a -- as a group  of  people. 
But I want  to  share you -- share  with you, and I want  you  to 
make  note of, what  they  are. If you want  to  be  under -- in  our 
homeland,  in  our  waters,  that  impact  us,  our  livelihood,  our 

lifestyle,  you  need  to be under  this  banner  and  make  sure  that 

you don't  conflict  with  these  values  that  we  have  high  regard. 

And  these  are  values  that  are  real  important  to us; to 

me,  this  is  what  makes  me who I am.  And  the  knowledge of the 

language,  our  Inupiat  language,  is  a  real  high one; sharing 

with  others,  respect  for  others;  we  respect  other  people;  and 

cooperation;  and  respect  for  elders;  love  for  children;  hard 

work;  knowledge of our  family  tree;  avoiding  conflict;  respect 

for  nature;  spirituality;  humor;  our  family  roles.  Hunter 

success  is  a  big one, and  domestic  skills,  responsibility  for 

our  tribe,  humility. 

These  are  some of the  values  that  are -- that  we 
have -- that  make  us  who  we  are,  and  these  values  have 
co-existed  for  thousands  of  years,  and  they  are  good  values, 

and  maybe  it's  about  time  that  some of the o i l  industry  or  the 
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United  States  government  start  to  recognize  these  things.  You 

know,  these  have  kept  us  in  balance  with  other  people,  with  our 

land,  and  with  the  animals  that  we  hunt.  And  these  are  good 

values,  and  if  you  are  going  to  be  in  our  homeland,  or  in  the 

circumpolar  region,  we  are  of  a  same  group,  the  Inuits -- Inuit 
people  of  the  circumpolar  region,  we  have  these  same  values. 

And  if  anybody  is  going  to  be  drilling  out  in  our  Beaufort  Sea 

or  Chukchi  Sea,  they  have  no  business  out  there  'cause  it's  our 

business. 

And -- but I want  to  share -- share  some  of  the  social 
ills  that  have  impacted  us  since  the  oil  industry.  And  the  oil 

industry  was  supposed  to  have  been  good  for  us,  but  to  me,  it 

has  not  been good for us because  it  has  taken  a  lot of -- it 
has  put  our  cultural  society  in  much  disarray,  and  money  is  not 

everything.  Progress  in  the  name  of  progress?  Progress  for 

who?  It's  not  benefiting  the  Inupiat  people,  and I - -  I myself 
don't  want  to  be a  victim  of  progress. I want  to  be  a  victor 

of progress. I want -- and I don't  welcome or support 
Sale 124. It is  no  option;  it  is  a  death  sentence  for  the 

Inupiat  nation. 

Through  the  Inuit  circumpolar  region  and  the  social 

ills, I -- I called on John  Schindler  because  there  are so many 

of  our  youth  that  are  troubled,  trouble  where  they  are so down 

and  distraught,  where  they  want  to  end  their  lives,  or  they're 

so messed  up on drugs  and  alcohol  they  harm  others  or 
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themselves.  And you c a n ' t  mess w i t h   t h e   c u l t u r a l   f a b r i c  of a 

s o c i e t y   b e c a u s e  i t  -- i t ' s  d e t r i m e n t a l ;  i t ' s  genoc ida l .  If you 

are not   of   our   group,   you  have  no  business  i n  o u r  homeland 

u n l e s s  you come under   our   banner ,   under   our   value  system. 

And I -- w e  have   been   promised   tha t   there  a re  funds 

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  NPRA. When I asked   John   Schindler ,  Is t h e r e   s u c h  

f u n d s   l i k e   t h a t ?   F o r  w e  have so many youths ,  young peop le ,  

t ha t  are j u s t   g i v i n g   u p ,  succumbing t o  a l coho l   and   d rugs .  And 

I d i d   n o t   b r i n g  my c h i l d r e n   i n t o   t h i s   w o r l d  t o  t h a t  

predicament,   and I must  speak f o r  them because it affects us .  

You  may b e   i n   y o u r  o f f i c e  and - -  b u t  i t  i m p a c t s   u s   d a i l y ;   e v e r y  

fami ly   un i t   has   been   impacted   and   touched .  It may have   br ing  

warmth ( s ic ) ,  b u t  w e  were w a r m  i n   o t h e r  ways. 

And I r e a l l y   b e l i e v e  t ha t  there 's  some good i n   e v e r y  

p e r s o n   o r   e v e r y   c u l t u r e ,   a n d  I want  you t o  t h i n k   a b o u t   t h i s  

s e r i o u s l y ,  that  S a l e   1 2 4  i s  no o p t i o n ,  i t ' s  a -- i t ' s  no 

o p t i o n ,   p e r i o d .  And i t  should  never   happen  because  of  the many 

l ives i t ' l l  touch.  A h u n t e r ' s   s u c c e s s  i s  -- depends   i n  - -  on 

the -- i n   t h e   o c e a n ,  a l o t   o f   t h e  sea mammals, and i f  i t ' s  

t a i n t e d  o r  t h e  sea mammals -- what are w e  go ing  t o  eat ,  t h r i v e  

from? 

A s  a health p r o v i d e r ,  w e  are knowing t h a t  -- w e  are  

f i n d i n g   o u t   t h a t  Native foods  are the b e s t   s o u r c e  of f o o d   f o r  

nourishment,   and  people that  -- c u l t u r a l   g r o u p s  tha t  have l e f t  

their Native d i e t  are under  the predicament  of d iabe tes ,   which  
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are good,   nourishing foods t h a t  w e  n e e d   t o   s u s t a i n   o u r  -- o u r  6 

mammals t h a t   e v e r y b o d y   h a s   t a l k e d   a b o u t   t h i s   e v e n i n g ,   a n d   t h e y  5 

dea th .  And w e  depend real  highly  on  whale   and a l l  t h e  sea 4 

chang ing   t he i r  food o r   t h e i r   d i e t  i s  d e t r i m e n t a l .  I t ' s  a slow 3 

wi th   peop le ' s   me tabo l i sm  o r   t he i r   body   nour i shmen t ,   t ha t  2 

i s  a s low  death.  And p e o p l e   d o n ' t   r e a l i z e   t h a t  when they  mess 

8 And I thank  you for the o p p o r t u n i t y   t o   t e s t i f y ,   b u t  

9 S a l e  124 i s  no  opt ion,   and I s t r o n g l y  stress t h a t .  And thank  

10 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you.  Anthony  Edwardson? 1 2  

MR. SCHINDLER: Thank  you,  Martha. 11 

you. 

13 

MR. OKAKOK: Okakok. 1 7  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: The l a s t  one i s  Char les .  1 6  

UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: H e  l e f t .  15 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: H e  l e f t ?  14 

MS. AIKEN: He's gone. 

18 

Who am I speaking  to?  Barry  Boudreau? Who's t h e  -- 1 9  
PUBLIC  TESTIMONY  OF  CHARLES OKAKOK 

2o Barry  Boudreau? 

21 

22 
MR. BOUDREAU: Yes, tha t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

MR. OKAKOK: 

23 

24 
MR. PALMER: R i g h t .  

MR. OKAKOK: Bob Brock? 

25 II HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Yes, sir. 
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MR. OKAKOK: John   Sch ind le r .  

MR. SCHINDLER: You know me. 

MR. OKAKOK: Have you a l l  had b a s i c   b i o l o g y ?  And I 

j u s t  want t o  -- have you a l l  had basic b io logy?  

MR. SCHINDLER: Yes. 

MR. OKAKOK: Basic b io logy ,  I remember i n   h i g h   s c h o o l ,  

each  ecosystem  has a c y c l e   o f   l i f e ,  I b e l i e v e .  I t ' s  a c y c l e  -- 
cont inuous   cyc le ,   and   once   tha t  -- t h e r e ' s  a c h a i n   w i t h i n   t h a t  

cycle   that   keeps  going  around  and  around,   each  animal ,   each -- 
some l i t t l e  an imal   here   and   there ,   and   once   tha t   cha in   b reaks ,  

t h e  -- I be l ieve   what   they  said,  the ecosystem  goes awry i s  -- 
I t h i n k  i s  what t h e i r  words are i n   b i o l o g y .  

And s i n c e  I ' m  opposed t o   t h i s   S a l e   1 2 4   f o r  -- I 
j u s t  -- I j u s t  had a son,  and  the  bowheads  go  through  here,   and 

I ' m  -- I do a l o t  of whal ing too ,  every  year ,   every  chance I 

g e t  -- I g e t   t o   g o   o u t ,   a n d   I ' d   l i k e  my son t o  b e   a b l e   t o  go 

out  and  hunt  whale  and  not  grow up w i t h  j u s t  hamburger  and a l l  

t h a t  -- Quar t e r   Pounder s   and   s tu f f   l i ke   t ha t .  

But  what I ' m  say ing  i s  b a s i c   b i o l o g y   t a u g h t  me t h a t  

t h i s  -- o n c e   t h i s   c h a i n   b r e a k s ,   t h e r e ' s  -- t h e   o t h e r   a n i m a l s  

are g o i n g   t o   d i e   o f f   t o o ;  i f  one dies o f f ,  the o t h e r s  are going 
~ 

, t o  d i e   o f f   a l s o ,  as each of you  might know, you know, because 

you say  you 've  taken  biology.  

~ 
I -- and t h i s   e c o s y s t e m  up h e r e  i s  k ind  of u n i q u e   i n  

, 
i t s  way too,  and w e  have p r i s t i n e  waters, of which  you know. 
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Once you t a k e   t h e   b l a c k   p l a n k t o n   o f f ,  maybe e v e n   n o i s e   c a n   k i l l  

t he   p l ank ton .  I f  -- I h a v e n ' t  seen your   s tudy ,   bu t   no i se  -- 
whales  keep away from  noise ,  as I seen  when -- i t ' s  been  two 

f a l l s  now t h a t  I 've  went  whaling, on f a l l  s eason ,   and   t he   yea r  

b e f o r e   t h e r e  was -- I seen  a q u i t e  a f e w  whales.  And t h i s  

yea r ,  w e  were whal ing   near  a s h i p ,   a n d   t h e r e  was no whales i n  

s i g h t .  The on ly  whales that  t h e y   s p o t t e d  were t h e   g r a y   w h a l e s ,  

which w e  weren ' t  a f te r ,  w e  were a f t e r  bowhead whales.  

1 -- so  i n  -- I ' m  a g a i n s t   t h i s   S a l e  124. I t ' s  -- I 
j u s t  wanted t o  say  I ' m  j u s t   a g a i n s t  it. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you.  The l a s t  one 

t h a t ' s   r e g i s t e r e d  i s  John  George. 

MR. GEORGE: Thank  you. 

(Whispered comment) 

PUBLIC  TESTIMONY OF JOHN GEORGE 

I ' m  John George,  and I work with the  Department of  

W i l d l i f e  Management, and my p r i n c i p a l   d u t i e s   i n  my e i g h t   y e a r s  

of working f o r   t h e  Borough  have  been bowhead wha le   s tud ie s .  I 

j u s t  wanted to make it -- a c o u p l e   p o i n t s .  

The s e c t i o n   o n   t h e  effects  of o i l   s p i l l  on  bowheads, I 

was g l a d  t o  see t h a t  i t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a f e w  t h i n g s  that  w e  had 

mentioned ear l ier  i n  other  comments  from p rev ious  lease sales; 

t h a t  i s  t h a t   n o i s e  i s  a p o t e n t i a l l y   d e t r i -  -- it does affect  

the animals .  And there's a n i c e   t r e a t m e n t  there i n  that  

r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e   s k i n  of t h e   a n i m a l  i s  no t   necessa r i ly   smoo th  
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t in  all  cases  and  that  there are  these  roughened areas that  oil 

could  adhere  to. 

There's  something  that  we've  more  recently -- I hate 
to  use  the  word  'discovered'  but - -  become  aware of is  that, 
through  examination of landed  whales,  we  have  evidence  that -- 
of two  whales  that  have  been -- had  collisions  with  large 
ships,  and  that  data  is  not  published. I presented a paper  on 

that  at  the -- on  the  Fifth  Conference of the  Bowhead  Whale, 

and  these  two  animals  showed,  in  one  case, a large  area of 

evulsed  tissue  off  the  flukes,  and in another  case,  there  was 

screw  marks  down  the  one  side of an  animal.  The  incidence  is 

low,  but  if  we  can  use  North  Atlantic  white  whales  as  a  model 
i 

1 of what  the  effects  of  increased  industrial  activity or ' shipping  activity,  let's  say,  associated  with  a  lease  sale 
might  be,  the  researchers  working  with  North  Atlantic  whites 

think  that  perhaps  that  ship  collisions  may  be  the  most 

significant  source  of  man-induced  mortality on that  particular 

group  and  even  think  that  it  may  be  preventing  the  population 

from  recovering  despite  protection  from  hunting  for  over 70 

years, I believe. 

So that's  something  that  should be treated  in  the EIS 

that -- the  connection  is -- the  scenario  might  be  that  with 
increased  activity  offshore,  there'd  be  increased  ship  traffic 

and  a  greater  potential of collisions  with  whales,  particularly 

I if ships  were  using  lead  systems,  which I assume  they  would 

' , ... 
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moving  through  pack  ice  for  instance. 2 

if -- because,  obviously,  they  would be more  navigable  than 

3 In terms of the  assessment  of  the  effect  of  an  oil 

4 

5 

spill  on  the s tock ,  the  risk  was  considered to be low;  however, 

near  here.  In 1988 when  we  did  a  census, 95 percent of the 9 

dramatic  way  should  somehow  oil  get  into  the  spring  lead  system 8 

situation  to  really  effect  this -- the  entire  herd  in  a 7 

to  me  that  you  have  as  all -- all the -- you  have  a  perfect 6 

it  seems  to  me -- I'm generally  not  an  alarmist,  but  it seems 

10 whales,  what  we  think is the  entire  population,  went  through 

11 was -- in  roughly a two-  to  three-week  period,  it  was  a -- what 
12 we  consider  a  pretty  accelerated  migration.  Generally,  we 

13  start  seeing whales about  now  and  end of June,  and  it's  roughly 

14 bell-shaped  through  that  and  peaking  in  mid-May,  However, in 

15 '88 and  in '87, for  some  reason,  the  animal- -- well, there's a 
l6 

rapid  matter. l7 
nice  open  lead  system,  and  they all chugged  through  in a pretty 

18 So in  other  words,  if  you  had  oil  in  the  lead in a 

situation  like  that  for  even  a  week  or  two,  you  could 
2o 

should  be  pointed  out.  And  that '11 be  published  in an IWC 

significantly  affect  potentially  the  entire  herd. So that 

paper  that  is  in  press  at  the  moment. We did an analysis  where 22 

23 w e  showed  the  percent  counted by 15 May  for -- from 1976 to ' 8 8 .  

24 Anyway,  let's  see. I guess those  are  the  two  main 
25 things. The -- as I said,  the -- some of the  information  on 
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ship  collisions is in an abstract. 

MR. SCHINDLER: Is that  going  to  be  published  very 

quickly,  John,  that ..... 
MR. GEORGE:  Apparently,  it  is.  We're  going to try 

and  turn  it  around  in a rapid  manner  and  have  something  to pass 

out  by  June. 

MR. SCHINDLER:  You  could  send  us  an  abstract. 

MR. GEORGE:  Yeah. 

MR. SCHINDLER:  I'd  sure  like  to  get  it  to  the  panel. 

MR. GEORGE: I really  think  that's  something  worth 

considering.  And  Scott  Crouse  (ph)  did  a  very  nice  summary of 

the  work  on  the  North  Atlantic  white  whales  and  examined 

strandings,  and  he  shows  pretty  conclusively  that  ship 

collisions  and -- are  a  serious  problem  for  these  types of 

whales,  white  whales  in  general.  They  tend  to  be -- when 
they're  in  these social aggregations on the  surface,  they, f o r  

some  reason,  become  unaware  of  approaching  vessels,  and  there 

was  some  dramatic  footage  shown at  the  last  conference  where 

they  nosed  a  vessel  right up to  one of these  groups of 

socializing,  breeding  animals,  and  they  were -- it  was  as if 
they  were  completely  unaware of the  presence of the  ship.  And 

what  they  think  is,  during  these  periods,  that  collisions 

are -- would  be  strictly,  you know, a random  event,  and it'd 
just be a  matter of the  probability of the  ship  and  the  whale 

being  in  the  same  place at  the  same  time. 
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So I think  there's -- similar  things  have  been  seen 
with  socializing  bowheads  in  the  Eastern  Beaufort,  or  they've 

been -- well,  they've  allowed  ships  to  approach  rather 
closely. So that's all. We  can all go to  bed  now. 

MR. SCHINDLER: No, we've  got  two  more. 

MR. GEORGE: Oh, oh. I see. 

(Simultaneous  speech) 

HEARING OFFICER  BROCK:  But  I'm  going  to  have  to  take 

a  five-minute  break.  Okay? 

(Off  record) 

(On  record) 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  Reconvene  here.  Benfer 

Simmonds? 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY OF BENFER  SIMMONDS 

Yes. My  name  is  Benfer  Simmonds.  And  do  you  guys  got 

any  instrument  down  there  that  you  guys know  if  there  is  oil 

down  there  offshore? 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK: . I didn't  hear. 

MR. SIMMONDS:  What  I  mean  is, Do  you  guys  know  that 

there  is o i l  down  there? 

MR. BOUDREAU: Do we know  if  there's  oil  down  there, 

are you  asking? 

MR. SIMMONDS:  Yes. 

HEARING  OFFICER  BROCK:  No. 

MR. BOUDREAU:  No.  There's  no..,.. 
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1 (Simultaneous  speech) 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Not  for  sure. 

3 

4 

5 you  guys  should  be  able to do  is  think of the  consequences is 

6 to  build  something  like a manmade  island.  You  guys  should  be 

7 able  to know  that  the  ice  can be able  to  break off that  steel 

MR. BOUDREAU: .....guarantee  there's  oil. 

MR. SIMMONDS: Okay.  If  you  guys do find  oil,  what 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

I 

'just like  toothpick.  And  if  it  snaps  and  you  guys  find  oil, 

you will  just -- we won't  have  nothing  to  eat  but  just you 

white  man's food,  which  doesn't  satisfy us at  all. 

But so  what I'm saying  is  that you  guys  should  be  able 

to  tell  the oil companies,  tell  them  that  they  should  think 

ahead  for  what  consequences  will  be  able to happen if they do 

14 

O i l  companies  and to work on those  trucks.  We -- if  we  had  the 16 

know  we  don't  have  all  the  knowledge  and  money  to  make  our  own 15 

find  oil.  If  there's  no  oil  down  there,  it's -- you  guys -- we 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

money  and  everything,  we  would  planned  (sic)  ahead. 

Whatever  happens, I just  hope  that you guys would 

realize  what  will  happen  if  they  do find o i l .  I just  hope  that 

they  cut  out  that 124 document.  And  that's -- I believe  that's 
all I got  to  say. 

HEARING  OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you. 

MR. SCHINDLER: Thank  you,  Benfer. 

HEARING  OFFICER BROCK: Douglas  Edwardson? 

/ / /  
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PUBLIC  TESTIMONY OF DOUGLAS EDWARDSON 

My  name  is  Douglas  Edwardson,  and  I've  been  born  and 

raised  here,  and I sure  am  against  that  Beaufort  Sea  Sale 124. 

I'm against  it -- well,  I'm  against  any  kind  of  progress, 
so-called  progress,  you  guys  have up here. I don't  see  how 

it -- f o r  Arctic  land,  maybe  you  call  it  progress,  but  it's  our 

decline.  Are  you  our  source?  Are  you?  Are  you  are  source? 

Compromises,  compromises.  What  are  you  guys  campaigning  for? 

That's  how we are up here,  just  compromises. Oh, I'm going 

to -- oh, I know  how  to  do  it.  Oh, I -- but  that's  all  we've 
been  hearing.  And I'd just  ask -- want to ask  you  if  you  are 
my source.  Will  you  provide  for  me? 

And  we  were  doing  all  right  before  you  guys  came  up 

here.  That  guy's  been  brainwashed,  away  from  our  culture. 

Well,  you -- and  you  call  it  progress.  Been  brainwashed,  had 
to  learn -- learn  that  in  school,  where  to  get 
pre-disciplined.  We're  speaking  in  our own  language  going  to 

school.  That's  what  you  call  the  lost  identity.  We're  the 

last -- we're  getting  pretty  lost  up  here. 
I know  you  guys  are  the  almighty  conquerors,  and I 

believe  that's  your  culture. We are -- we're  part of  or  own 

culture  up  here  and  our  way of life. I know  you  guys  are 

almighty,  and you  guys  just  run folks down,  run  them  over,  take 

over  their  livelihood.  And  that's  what you  are  about  to  do  up 

here.  Pretty  soon,  there'll  be  no  more  Inupiat  people  because 
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the   a lmighty   conquerors .  

o r a n t  of your   devices .  

And -- b u t  I ' m  j u s t  

of the   a lmighty   conquerors .  

2 i g n o r a n t  of your   devices .  

3 And -- b u t  I ' m  j u s t  

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

E 

S u r e ,  w e  know your way and 

h e r e   t o   s a y   t h a t  I ' m  a g a i n s t   t h a t  

Beaufor t  Sea Sa le   124 .  Thank  you. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Thank  you. 

MR. SCHINDLER: Thank  you,  Douglas. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Anybody t h a t  w e  missed? 

(No response)  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: If no t . . . . .  

MR. GEORGE EDWARDSON: Excuse m e .  You d i d n ' t  miss m e ,  

b u t  I n e v e r   d i d   g e t  a copy of your  Draft Environmental Impact  

S t a t emen t   wh ich   you   ( i nd i sce rn ib l e )   and   t u rned   i n to  a f i n a l .  

Is there any way w e  c a n   g e t   c o p i e s ?   I ' d   n e e d  a t  least  e i g h t  

sets so I can   g ive  them t o  my t r a d i t i o n a l   c o u n c i l s   a n d  my IRA 

Council   from  the  North.  

MR. ROBERTS: We'll s h i p  them t o  you as soon as we g e t  

back. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: We'll c a l l  tomorrow  and  have 

them s e n t   o u t  tomorrow. 

MR. ROBERTS: Oh, okay. We'll do t h a t .  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: We'll c a l l  t h e  o f f i c e  tomorrow 

and have   them  sen t   ou t .   E ight?  

MR. EDWARDSON: Yeah. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: And you  want  them s e n t   t o  you? 

MR. SCHINDLER: Eight  sets. 
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MR. EDWARDSON: I need   e ight   ' cause  I have   e ight  

communities,  and  they a l l  have t o  have  that   even  though i t ' s  

p r e t t y  much s t a r t e d   o u t   p r e t t y  l a te ,  and  from  what I c a n  

understand  from  looking a t  one  book  you  had  over  there, i t  was 

a Draft  EIS Statement  which would a l l  of a sudden   t u rn   i n to  a 

f i n a l   w i t h  a red  pen.  

MR. SCHINDLER: T h a t ' s  my copy. I was marking  on 

t h e r e   c o r r e c t i o n s   t h a t   h a v e   t o   b e  made f o r   t h e   f i n a l .  So t h i s  

i s  s t i l l  t h e   d r a f t .  

MR. EDWARDSON: Okay. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Now, t h i s  i s  t h e   d r a f t ,   a n d  

it . . . . .  

MR. EDWARDSON:  And w h a t ' s   o u r  limit for w r i t t e n  

comments? 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: May t h e   8 t h .  

MR. EDWARDSON:  May t h e   8 t h ?  Now..... 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Right .  Now, i f  w e  g e t  

comments af ter  t h a t ,  we'll s t i l l  use  them i f '  w e   c a n ,   b u t  w e  

c a n ' t   b e   a s s u r e -  -- o r  w e  c a n ' t   a s s u r e  you t h a t  we'll g e t  them 

i n   t h e   f i n a l  EIS i f  the . . . . .  

MR. EDWARDSON: Yeah. You've made t h e  comment pe r iod  

where a l l  our   communit ies   that  are whaling  communities are o u t  

i n   t he   ocean   and   don ' t   have  time t o  make a n y   w r i t t e n  comments. 

We'll a l l  be   ou t   i n   t he   ocean ;   Po in t   Hope ' s   a l r eady   ou t   t he re .  

And then   very   soon ,   Wainwright ' l l   be   ou t  there and so  w i l l  we .  
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Now, you've  taken u s  o f f   o u r   s u b s i s t e n t   l i f e s t y l e s   i n   o r d e r   t o  

comply  with  your p a p e r  n e e d s ,  and t h a t ' s  -- you know, you ' r e  

n o t   g o i n g   t o   g e t  much comments wi th   peop le   hav ing   t o   go   ou t   t o  

o b t a i n   t h e i r   f o o d .  

MR. SCHINDLER: When t h e  comments come i n   l a t e ,  i f  w e  

c a n ' t   g e t  them i n   t h e  EIS, t h e y ' r e   u s e d   i n   t h e   n o t i c e s  of sale 

t o  comment a t   t h a t   s t a g e .  So..... 

MR. RAYMOND NEAKOK: ( Inaud ib le )  ..... 
(Simultaneous  speech)  

MR. SCHINDLER: ..... t h e y   a r e   n o t   i g n o r e d .  

MR. NEAKOK: ..... so l a t e  i t ' s  -- i t ' d  be t o o  l a t e  t o  

do anything  with  them. 

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: No, t h e y  would s t i l l  be used 

i n   t h e   f i n a l   d e c i s i o n ,   b u t   t h e  -- t hey   migh t   no t   appea r   i n   t he  

f i n a l  EIS, and   t hey   migh t   no t   be   answered   i n   t he   f i na l  E I S ,  of 

course,  if t hey  ..... 
MR. SCHINDLER: Raymond, saw t h e s e  -- o r  some o f   t h e  

Kaktovik  and  Nuiqsut   got   their   copies   a l ready,   and  Barrow  got  

t h e i r   c o p i e s ,   b u t  w e  d i d   n o t   s h i p  them t o   P o i n t  Hope o r  

Wainwright . 
MR. EDWARDSON: They d e f i n i t e l y   n e e d  them because   t he  

an ima l s   t ha t  you w i l l  affect does affect  a l l  of  u s  on t h e  

coas t .  We're a l l  s u b s i s t e n c e   u s e r s .  

HEARING OFFICER BROCK: Do w e  have  your   address? 

MR. SCHINDLER:  No. This  is..... 
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MR. EDWARDSON:  He's got the  address. 

HEARING  OFFICER BROCK: Oh, okay.  Okay.  We’ll  make 

sure  that  we get it - -  we'll  call  the  office  tomorrow  and  get 
them  sent  out  tomorrow  to  you. 

MR. EDWARDSON:  Okay.  Very  good. 

HEARING  OFFICER BROCK: Okay.  We  started  at -- I 
believe  it  was  about 7:45  this  evening,  and  it's  now 12:30, and 

we'll  close  this  hearing.  Thank  you  all  for  coming. 

(Off  record) 

(Whereupon,  the  proceedings  in  the  above-entitled 

matter  were  adjourned at 12:30 a.m.) 
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